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Abstract:

What assists in writing competence improvement of individuals in general,
and of pupils in particular, is that regular attentive reading. Translation exercise
may be considered as a method to measure the writing competence because it is a
form writing and, accordingly, reading may influence translation. The present
study aims to determine the relationship between translation and reading. In
addition, it aims to examine the extent of interest of the foreign languages stream's
students in reading in English and their capability to transfer a text written in
Arabic into English without prior study of translation and its strategies. This study
was conducted on 42 students studying foreign languages in three different
secondary schools. These individuals responded to a questionnaire about their
reading in English then they translated a text from Arabic into English to be
assessed later. The data treatment was done through SPSS application and the
results showed low reading rates among the study individuals. It was also found
that reading and translation are positively correlated, which means the more
reading is, the better the translation is, but this correlation is proportionally weak
due to the presence of contributing factors in determining of the translation quality.

Key words: Reading; Writing; Translation Quality; English Language; Correlation
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