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Abstract:

« Archive » singular of the word « archives » as a document is the singular
of documents, this term (4.3 ,Y1) is an alternative linguistic suggestion to the word
« archive » which takes its place scientifically and cognitively on the basis of the
works of post- modernists.

This term has found its full extent in circles that do not belong to the world
of archivists and archival professionals, but it has had positive repercussions on
archival science and its field of knowledge and practices that the world of
archivists has adopted.

Books that deal with this vocabulary, what it aims at and what it entails as
a surge of knowledge have spread in the Anglo-Saxon world at first, and later
throughout the Western world in particular. There is perhaps no linguistic problem
concerning the environment in which this word « archive » appeared as a singular
for « archives », which until recently did not accept the singular at all according to
the Western language academies (mainly French and English).

This new situation of scientific research in the Arab world represented by
the appearance of a word which has an intellectual and semantic weight, and faced
with the absence of any word or term which corresponds to it in the Arabic
language, this article proposes an analogy to the word « archive™ in the Arabic
language in an attempt to translate it, or rather to Arabicize it, like what Arab
archivists did with the word “archives” when they adopted and Arabicized it.

Keywords: Archive; Archives; Archivist; Archival science; Post-modernism;

Scientific Research; Terminology.
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« L’archivistique ne verra reconnaitre sa place et son statut dans la société
qu’a condition : qu’elle structure adéquatement ses activités et délimite son champ
d’activité ; qu’elle se libére des tutelles pour atteindre un niveau de confiance en
soi indispensable a la poursuite d’'une évolution qui soit autre chose que du
mimétisme ou de [’asservissement ; qu’elle prenne en charge sa complete
autonomie pour devenir une véritable discipline ; qu’elle puisse faire un choix

d’alliances d’égal a égal avec d’autres disciplines» (Couture, Ducharme, &
Rousseau, 1998, p.57)
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«La ou la plupart des archivistes anglais et frangais emploient le mot
«archives » au pluriel, les scientifiques (en dehors de la profession des
archivistes), se sont mis a employer le singulier : [ ’archive » (Ketelaar, 2006).
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« Probléme orthographique non pas secondaire mais directement lié a la
définition des archives » (Hildsheimer, 1997).
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« Archive tout court, au singulier : dissonant aux oreilles puristes, cet emploi
signale une autre lecture » (Aymes, 2004, p. 69)
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