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Abstract:

The main aim of this paper is to get better
knowledge of The International Prize for Arabic
Fiction winning novels, a prestigious prize that
rewards excellence in contemporary Arabic creative
writing and encourages the readership of high quality
Arabic literature internationally through the
translation and publication of winning novels in other
major languages. We tried to determine the common

161 2017 a1 et 17 .ﬂ.&d‘ s&)ﬁ‘



(il Jlal

points between the selected novels through the
western media criticism in order to find out what
exactly the western reader is looking for in translated
Arabic literature. We also tried to draw a portrait of
some western stereotypical views of Arabs.

Keywords: Translated Arabic literature, Arabic
booker prize, Western reader, Contemporary Arabic
language.
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-“Sunset Oasis”. Publisher: McClelland, October,
2009.

- “Sunset Oasis”. Bahaa Taher (Author). International
Edition, October, 2010.

-“Qasis du couchant”[Wahat al-Ghouroub]. BAHAA
TAHER. Trad. de larabe (Egypte) par Simon
Corthay et Charlotte Woillez, Collection du monde
entier, Gallimard Parution: 13-10-2011.
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« A la fin du XIX® siécle, alors que I’Egypte de
I’Empire Ottoman est sous domination ...C’est
une société vacillante que décrit avec intensité
Bahaa Taher... Un complexe jeu de forces
structure ce roman qui agence avec rugosité la
tradition et la passion, [’histoire et le
politique. »

« Winner of the first “Arabic Booker Prize,” a
vivid compelling historical tale set in late
nineteenth-century Egypt. When Mahmoud, a
disgraced Egyptian officer, ... , his Irish wife
insists on accompanying him, to pursue the
secrets of Alexander the Great. Neither is
prepared for the stultifying heat, the hostility of
the townspeople”
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"In this historical mystery, rife with
moderncontemporary parallels, [Taher] comes
across as an Arabic Graham Greene."

- Winnipeg Free Press"

Aboldly imaginative exploration of Egypt's
tragic history, and takes us back to the imperial
dreams of Alexander the Great... Taher's voice
is sombre, wise and lyrical."
- Times Literary Supplement
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“Azazeel” Kindle Edition by Youssef

Ziedan (Author), Jonathan Wright (Translator)
Atlantic Book London, 2012.
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La Malédiction d'Azazel-auteur : Youssef Ziedan |
traducteur : Khaled Osman. Edition Albin Michel.
Janvier, 2014.
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"En arrivant a Alexandrie, Hiba croyait que
cette seconde Rome lui livrerait les lumieres de
la foi chrétienne et des sciences grecques.
Mais, a I’heure ou triomphe le christianisme
jadis persécuté, il assiste aux ravages du
fanatisme religieux. Du lynchage de la
philosophe platonicienne Hypatie a la
destruction des trésors culturels paiens, des
complots contre les «hérétiques» a la
mainmise de I’Empire sur I’Eglise,.."

"Sur fond de conflits théologiques et de luttes

fratricides, le roman de I’Egyptien Youssef
Ziedan, Grand Prix international du roman
arabe, méle mystique, violence et sensualité
dans une fresque vertigineuse des premiers
temps de la Chrétienté."

"In this haunting and controversial novel,
Youssef Ziedan confronts issues as vital today
as they were nearly two millennia ago."

".. ¢« Azazeel highlights how the history of
our civilization has been warped by greed and
avarice since its very beginnings and how one
man's beliefs are challenged not only by the
malice of the devil¢ but by the corruption with
the early Church."
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-Throwing Sparks - Kindle
Editionby AbdoKhal (Author), Maia
Tibet (Translator), Michael K. Scott (Translator).

- Les basses ceuvres
d’AbduhKhal (Auteur), FrédéricLagrange (Traduction
avril 2014.
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“Thirty years later, Tariq feels trapped. In
between punishing the Master’s enemies
through unspeakable acts, falling for Marram,
the Master’s beautiful mistress”

Abdo Khal shines a light on life at the bottom
of the heap, in Saudi's often forgotten villages.
His voice blends image-rich poetic classicism

with contemporary patois, which makes for an
unmistakably Arab mix. (The Guardian, UK)

A grotesque satire on limitless wealth and the
inequalities it spawns,... about a boy from the
Jeddah slums who rises as a henchman in a
ruthless tycoon's palace, only to crave
salvation for his fallen soul. (Maya Jaggi, The
Guardian, UK)
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« ...ce roman qui propose une réflexion sur les
mutations sociales que connait [’Arabie
Saoudite, a travers une histoire qui se passe a
Jeddah... Mais ce sont plus largement les
mutations sociales et politiques induites par
I’arrivée du pétrole que donne a voir le roman,
en soulevant le voile (des préjugés et des
clichés) qui obscurcit généralement notre
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regard de ce pays... Le roman met en sceéne
une société de plus en plus ségrégée et
marquée par Darbitraire politique et social, et
ou de multiples formes de perversion morale
symbolisent la désagrégation du lien social
(perversions  sexuelles: viols, prostitution
forcée, homosexualit¢ imposée; violences
contre les personnes »'°
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Le collier de la colombede Raja
Alem (Auteur),Khaled Osman (Traduction). Edition
Stock, octobre, 2012.

“The Dove's Necklace”- Raja Alem - Gerald
Duckworth & Co Ltd (18 Sept. 2014).

“Le Collier de La Colombe” (French Edition-
Januaryl, 2014 by Raja Alem (Author)

When a dead woman is discovered in Abu Al
Roos, one of Mecca's many alleys, no one will
claim the body because they are ashamed by
her nakedness. As we follow Detective Nassir's
investigation of the case, the secret life of the
holy city of Mecca is revealed.

Raja Alem reveals a city - and a civilization -
at once beholden to brutal customs and
reckoning (uneasily) with new traditions.

The Dove's Necklace is a virtuosic work of
literature, and an ambitious portrait of a
changing city that deserves our attention.
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[Le collier de la colombe], raconte une histoire
inacceptable pour les dirigeants conservateurs
et les religieux saoudiens réactionnaires: situé a
La Mecque, il dépeint la ville sainte comme un
lieu de délinquance et d’extrémisme religieux,
... L’auteure oppose ce sombre tableau a la
beauté des lettres que I’héroine envoie a son
petit ami allemand, un autre tabou que les
autorités n’apprécieraient pas de voir bris¢ par
une Saoudienne.'
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Mais le meilleur du livre n’est pas dans ses
digressions savantes, ni dans son intrigue
policiére, a vrai dire secondaire. Il est dans la
peinture de la Mekke, les ritueles autour de la
Kaaba...nous faisant découvrir un peu de cette
terra islamica que le flot médiatique désigne
sans jamais nous y faire rentrer."”
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- Les Druzes de Belgrade [The Druze of Belgrade]
Trad.de I’arabe (Liban) parSimon Corthay&Charlotte
Woillez, Collection du monde entier, Gallimard, 01-
2015.

o Lo Ll il o il Gadlall (e

...Rabee Jaber nous plonge dans Ila
douloureuse histoire libanaise de la seconde
moitié du XIX° siecle.

This is Jabber’s second historical novel and is
set directly after the1860 civil war. It explores
Lebanese identity when a Christian egg seller
is forced to take the place of an exiled Druze
fighter, accused of killing Christians."
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The Bamboo Stalk - bySaud Alsanousi
(Author), Jonathan Wright (Translator) Bloomusbury,
September 2015.

rob Lo ia ¥ Gadlall 33 ) o) Jaaldl (g
He is ill-prepared to plunge headfirst into a
world where the fear of tyrants and dictators is
nothing compared to the fear of 'what will
people say.! And with a Filipino face, a
Kuwaiti passport, an Arab surname and a
Christian first name, will his father's country
welcome him?
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The Bamboo Stalk takes an unflinching look at
the lives of foreign workers in Arab countries
and confronts the universal problems of
identity, race and religion.

Any visitor to the Gulf States will come across
a discreet legion of Asian servants and
workers. This brave and compassionate novel
by a young Kuwaiti author gives that silent
army a voice at last."”
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Saadawi’s FrankensteininBaghdad courageously
confronts the bizarre events set in motion by the
violence after the American occupation of Iraq. In an
enjoyable and intelligent style, Saadawi tells the story
of Hadi, a peddler in a poor part of Baghdad who
collects and repairs body parts from people who have
been ripped apart in explosions... It’s a painful and
powerful story that goes beyond the limits of reality,
in an attempt to reach the essence of the cruelty of
wars that disfigure the human spirit and society, as
fire disfigures skin.

Juliet Mabey, publisher at Oneworld, said in a
release:
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Frankenstein in Baghdad 1s exactly the sort of
translated fiction we are looking for. Using
multiple narrators, this  atmospheric novel
offers an unusually vivid window on life in
war-torn Baghdad, from the dangerous and
frenetic world of politics to the seedy wheeler-
dealer snapping up abandoned houses, the
plight of minorities, the vulnerability of
journalists, and the colourful fabric of Iraqi
street life.
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