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Abstract:

This study examines the child’s right to freedom of expression as a fundamental entitlement enabling active
participation in public life, with a focus on assessing the degree of alignment between international and national
frameworks in Iraq at both the federal and regional levels, and on the incorporation of this right within
legislation, policies, and practices. It draws upon an in-depth analysis of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, complementary international and regional instruments, and compares these with the Iraqi Constitution,
relevant federal statutes, and legislation of the Kurdistan Region, alongside a review of sectoral policies in
education, media, and protection. The research adopts a comparative analytical methodology combining
statutory interpretation, judicial and doctrinal analysis, and an institutional-organizational assessment of
mechanisms enabling children to exercise their right to expression. The findings demonstrate that, while a
constitutional basis and general protections exist within sectoral legislation, substantial legislative,
administrative, and cultural gaps persist that limit the effectiveness of such protections—particularly in
guaranteeing meaningful participation and providing safe platforms for children. Addressing these deficiencies
requires completing the legal framework, developing detailed implementing regulations, and strengthening
public awareness. The study concludes with a set of legislative, institutional, and policy recommendations
designed to secure the child’s right to freedom of expression and to translate normative commitments into
tangible practice
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