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Abstract:

The article examines the limitations of the social contract concept in contemporary political
philosophy, focusing on the contributions of John Rawls and Jiirgen Habermas. It highlights how
the critical recovery of the social contract has succeeded in freeing it from classical metaphysical
assumptions, transforming it into a rational methodological tool suited to modern pluralism. Rawls,
through the original position, and Habermas, via communicative dialogue, have placed rational
deliberation at the core of the contract, overcoming classical arbitrariness. However, this recovery
has failed to transcend the contract’s normative core, namely the liberal values of fairness and
equality, which restricts its neutrality and applicability in non-liberal contexts. The article reveals
that the contract, despite its strength, remains conditioned by ethical assumptions reflecting
specific contexts, underscoring the impossibility of fully neutral political thought and calling for a
re-examination of the concept to address the complexities of contemporary politics.
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