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Abstract:

The study aimed at evaluating the viewpoint and evidence the
Egyptian writer Ahmed Abd Al-Mo'ty Hegazi concerning the issue of
women being an Imam for men in Salah, i.e. leading men in
congregational prayer. The study used the critical-analysis methodology to
investigate the targets in question. To gather the required data, a review
of literature was administered. The study came to the conclusion that the
Hegazi's view that women have the right to be an Imam for men in Salah
proves to be unauthentic because it breaks the tradition of the Salaf ( Our
Righteous Ancestors ) who asserted that it is not permissible for women to
lead men in Salah. In addition, it is proved that it has not been known that
Sufists claim that women are permitted to lead men in Salah. The Scholars
who supported the idea of women leading men in Salah excluded the non-
Mahrams (a spouse or unmarriageable persons). Women being not allowed
to lead men in Salah does not mean a bias against them. Hegazi's evidence
proved to be unauthentic as well. The study recommended that individual
Muslims ought to be aware that it is forbidden for women to lead men in
Salah and not to be influenced by false beliefs regarding this question.

Key words: Women Being an Imam for Men in Salah; Hegazi's View.
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Conclusion:

The study aimed at evaluating the viewpoint and evidences
the Egyptian writer Ahmed Abd Al-Mo'ty Hegazi concerning the
issue of women being an Imam for men in Salah, i.e. leading men
in congregational prayer.

The study came to the following conclusions;

First; the Hegazi's view that women have the right to be an
Imam for men in Salah proves to be unauthentic because it breaks
the tradition of the Salaf (Our Righteous Ancestors) who asserted
that it is not permissible for women to lead men in Salah.

Second; it is proved that it has not been known that Sufists
claim that women are permitted to lead men in Salah.

Third; The Scholars who supported the idea of women
leading men in Salah excluded the non- Mahrams (a spouse or
unmarriageable persons).

Fourth; women being not allowed to lead men in Salah do
not mean a bias against them, but means treating all men and
women with justice. Islam observes the individual differences
between men and women. Women are not adequate to be imams for
men. Islam defines the roles for both men and women that they are
appropriate for.

The study recommended that individual Muslims ought to be
aware that it is forbidden for women to lead men in Salah and not to
be influenced by false beliefs regarding this question.
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