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Biogeography of the Arabian Peninsula in the 6th Century
AH/12 CE: A Reading of Al-Idrisi's Nuzhat al-Mushtagq.
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Abstract:

This study examines the biogeography of the Arabian
Peninsula during the sixth century AH / twelfth century CE
through an analytical reading of Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Tkhtirag
al-Afag by al-Sharif al-Idrisi, one of the most significant
geographical works of the medieval Islamic world. The study
aims to explore early manifestations of environmental
awareness in Arabic geographical writings by analyzing al-
Idrisi’s descriptions of the distribution of plants and animals
and their relationship with environmental factors such as
climate, topography, and water resources.
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Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the research
systematically examines selected passages related to the
natural environment and interprets them in light of modern
biogeographical concepts, while avoiding direct anachronistic
projection. The findings reveal that al-Idrisi provided detailed
observations on the diversity of flora and fauna across
different regions of the Arabian Peninsula, highlighting their
correlation with ecological conditions. These descriptions
reflect an implicit understanding of environmental adaptation
and spatial variation.

The study further argues that, despite their primarily
descriptive nature, medieval geographical texts constitute
valuable sources for reconstructing past environmental
landscapes. It concludes that al-Idrisi’s work represents a
significant contribution to the early conceptualization of
biogeography and underscores the role of Arab geographers in
developing foundational insights into the relationship between
living organisms and their environments.

Keywords: Al-Idrisi, Arabian Peninsula, Geographical
Location, Climate, Biogeography:.
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