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Abstract:

This article analyses the phenomenon of cheating in
university examinations, focusing on the factors that explain
this unhealthy practice among students. However, it offers a
comprehensive and in-depth overview of the nature and
severity of this phenomenon, as well as its significance in
relation to the crisis facing universities.

The article presents the results of a field study that we
conducted in November 2023, using a questionnaire, with a
random sample of students from the Institute of Social
Sciences and Humanities at the University of Tipaza.

The results reveal that exam cheating is a widespread
social phenomenon and that its spread in universities is the
result of a growing gap among students between the
importance they attach to scientific training and the
satisfaction of obtaining a degree. The anomie that
characterises the university climate, particularly in terms of
integrity and fairness in assessment, can push students to
adopt the Machiavellian principle that “the end justifies the
means”, including the use of various methods of cheating to
pass exams.

Keywords: Cheating; Students; Examinations; University;
Anomie.
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