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The idea of progress and its implications and consequences
for Habermas's value system.
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Abstract:

It is agreed that decisive transformations in the theater
of history always produce historical awareness, prompting
historians to chronicle these significant events. They attempt
to explain changes in historical trajectories based on the
effects these factors have had on various human activities.
This occurred in the 16th century, followed by new
transformations brought about by the first scientific
revolution, led by a group of scientists such as Copernicus,
Galileo, Newton, Descartes, and others—the first of which
was the heliocentric theory replacing the geocentric model.
However, as the revolution spread to other fields—whether in
knowledge, politics, religion, or ethics—a new
epistemological model emerged, one that fully embraced
science as the sole path to inevitable progress, asserting that
human history moves only toward a better future. Yet,
simultaneously, this led to significant harm to the system of
human values. This prompted the philosopher Jirgen
Habermas to diagnose the ailments of Western modernity in
an attempt to reform them and revive Enlightenment values.
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