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The Role of Symbolization in the Construction of Culture:
Ernst Cassirer’s Philosophy of Symbolic Forms.
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Abstract:

This article presents philosopher Ernst Cassirer's
anthropological and philosophical approach to culture, which
reveals the role of symbolic activity in the creation of the
cultural world in its manifestations. Our objective in this
article was to highlight the power of symbols as well as their
non-metaphysical functional unity. We based our approach on
the answers to three questions: What are the conditions for the
possibility of culture? Can human beings comprehend the
world without the intermediary of symbols? How can the
unique and multiple nature of culture be reconciled? To do
this, we used a comparative historical approach and an
analytical approach, which allowed us to follow the
philosopher's arguments, compare them with those of other
philosophers, and analyse them. We have come to the
conclusion that symbols are a spiritual force unique to human
beings, enabling them to create cultural content by attributing
spiritual meanings to it.

Keywords: Philosophy; Culture; Ernst Cassirer; Symbolic
Form; Spiritual Sciences.
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