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Ahaggar’s architectural space: a reading of urban
documentation between foreign sources and local memory.
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Abstract:

This study presents a historical critique of the traditional
architecture in the Ahaggar region, highlighting how
dominant colonial narratives have created a "knowledge gap™
by marginalizing local oral memory, as it proposes a
methodological framework based on a critical comparison of
three sources: foreign written archives, local oral memory,
and the material archaeological record, where the analysis
reveals how foreign sources (exploratory, ethnographic, and
anthropological) offered a fragmented, orientalist perspective;
In contrast, local memory unveils a symbolic and dynamic
understanding of the built environment, while the
archaeological evidence confirms the existence of a complex,
pre- colonial indigenous architectural organization. The study
concludes by advocating for liberating architectural history
through a critical re- reading of foreign sources integrated
with local narratives and material evidence.

Keywords: Traditional Architecture (Ahaggar); Colonial
Narrative; Oral History; Archaeological Record; Historical
Critique.
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