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Functional Transformations of Traditional Housing in the
Ksour of Djebel Amour.
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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the functional
transformations of traditional housing in the Ksour of the
Amour Mountains, Laghouat Province, through an integrated
socio-economic and urban approach. It focuses on the
multiple roles and functions of traditional dwellings within
the ksar and their impact on the urban fabric and the
morphological evolution of the built environment. The
research adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology
supported by fieldwork conducted on a selected sample from
the four main ksour: Ain Madhi, Taouiala, Tajmout, and El
Houayta.

The findings reveal a dialectical relationship between
the socio-economic structure of families and the architectural
characteristics of their dwellings, where economic activities
and family composition influence spatial organization and
functional distribution. The study also highlights a
hierarchical urban system reflecting social structure and
exceptional architectural flexibility that enables traditional
housing to adapt to societal changes without losing its
historical and cultural identity
Keywords: Functional transformations; Traditional housing;
Ksour of Djebel Amour; Socio-economic structure;
Vernacular architecture.
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