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Abstract:

Approaching oral poetry through the lens of
postcolonial studies requires a deep understanding of the
structures of identity and cultural memory. In this context,
communities develop forms of resistance, solidarity, and
autonomy to deconstruct imperial discourse and its
consequences. This paper seeks to explore the value systems
embedded in Algerian women's oral poetry during the French
colonial period, emphasizing its role in revolutionary
mobilization and in fostering a sense of unity among popular
classes. Working within this framework, the study addresses
the central research question by analyzing selected poetic
texts that document that historical phase notably the scene of
the execution of the rebel Bouziane El-Qalai, and the poetic
contributions of Aicha Ben Hadhria, with their expressive
patterns and thematic content. This is an interdisciplinary
approach to oral literature as a social and historical practice.
The study concludes that the voice of algerian women
represents a cultural force that complements official historical
narratives and maintains a distinctive mode of constructing
national memory.

Keywords: The Forgotten Voice; Women's Oral Poetry;
Cultural memory; French Colonialism; Relizane Region
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