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Sheikh Saad Habb Eddine and His Role in the Algerian
War of Liberation: The Meeting of Lagraine as a Model.
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Abstract:

Sheikh Saad Habb Eddine stands as one of the most
prominent figures of intellectual and political resistance in the
Aures region during the French occupation of Algeria,
particularly at the outbreak of the Algerian Revolution in
1954. He embodied both the religious mission and the
national struggle. Having memorized the Qur’an and studied
Islamic jurisprudence and Arabic language at the Dardouriyya
Zawiya under the eminent scholar Sheikh Omar Dardour, he
became an eloquent preacher and an influential imam in
several localities, especially Thania al-Abid, Sidi Maansar,
and Tazoult, to which he was exiled after being persecuted by
the colonial authorities. His role was not limited to religious
guidance; it also extended to political activism within the
Algerian People’s Party and the Movement for the Triumph of
Democratic Liberties. He participated in the electoral
campaign in support of Mostefa Ben Boulaid during the 1948
elections for the Algerian Assembly, and he was among those
who attended the historic meeting of Lagraine that paved the
way for the outbreak of the Revolution. Based on French
archival sources and the Sheikh’s personal documents, this
research highlights the contribution of Sheikh Saad Habb
Eddine in strengthening national consciousness and his
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effective support for the Revolution despite imprisonment,
torture, and constant persecution.

Keywords: Algerian Revolution; Aures; Sheikh Saad Habb
Eddine; Colonialism; Lagraine Meeting.
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