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Diplomacy of Balance and Alignment:

How Did the Tensions Among Maghreb Powers Shape the
Destiny of the Central Maghreb (12th-16th Centuries)?
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Abstract:

The Central Maghreb (present-day Algeria) experienced
a persistent state of political tension and regional power
dynamics with neighboring governments throughout the Late
Middle Ages (12th-16th Centuries). Positioned as a crucial
geographic link, the region became a constant arena for
rivalry, driven primarily by the ambition of forces like the
Marinids, Hafsids, and Banu Ghaniyya to attain overall
Maghrebi leadership.

This era, spanning from the late Almohad period until
the end of the Bani Zayyan rule, was defined by repeated
external intervention and intense political tensions and rivalry.
While military outcomes fluctuated, the sustained foreign
influence profoundly impacted the Central Maghreb,
extending beyond the military and political realms to
significantly affect its social, economic, and cultural
conditions. This study aims to quantify and characterize the
extent of this impact, identifying the specific areas that
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absorbed the largest consequences of this inter-regional
competition.

So how did the dynamics of political tension and rivalry
among the Maghrebi governments during the Late Middle
Ages (12th-16th Centuries) impact the internal conditions and
historical trajectory of the Central Maghreb?
keywords: Central Maghreb; Political Tensions Rivalry; Late
Middle Ages Bani Zayyan; Regional Power Dynamics.
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