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The borders of Algeria during the Ottoman era through
European sources ""Thomas Shaw as a model"”
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Abstract:

Foreign historical sources are an indispensable material
for writing the modern history of Algeria, and their
importance increases according to the accuracy of the
information available to them and the topics they cover,
especially if the owners of these sources are academic writers.

Among these sources «Travels or observation relating
to several parts of barbary and levant». «Thomas Shawy , the
English traveler Thomas Shaw, according to this source,
recorded a set of observations during his stay in the Algerian
province related to the composition of the population and their
relationship with the Ottoman authority. He also touched on
an important aspect, which is the geographical borders of the
Algerian province.

What distinguishes the traveler Thomas Shaw is his care
in mentioning a set of geographical and astronomical details
due to his academic background and his travels to border
areas to examine cities and terrain, which is what we will
address in this intervention.

Keywords: Borders; Geography; Algeria; Province; Ottoman
Era.

-

PRV

ISSN: ~ 2477-9865 66 Revue ELINSAN WA ELMADJAL
EISSN: 2602-5167

N.D.L: 2015-6187
SJua A gl Vol. 77 N°: 7 Juin 2025




Sty Glas}i e

2025009 1 :aie 11 siloe

Revue ELINSAN WA ELMADJAL ()-ﬁ‘;,:i‘-ﬁ:-'-" deall IS 55! dods s JLAM Olgie
dadgad g (yulags Loyg¥l jaliall s

i elall G L a1 Ll ] g5l oy

pLusl stag ¢ iletall agall IS5 y315omll 20 jaondl gl Uiewe
oLl Aaliall Lge guns S5 515l a3,

LSS e degama LgilT ud ] amdl sgamdl e of

S ey oligs L @lalll 3yl e Jaly ciwindl il

« Travels or"alilly ,o,dl S cre elpal som 3l ollasdle

observation relating to several parts of barbary and levanty

. Thomas Shaw &3d>5¥ L )\
peolsll e degame Lliss 2 od Uyl Jolo w3y
I D,5hadl dgasd! Dlaws Loyl oo Jaly Legll dgalasdl
O gl 21 5o a18 (A (e Jg¥I Caaill 2 il jantls oo 3
Lesle oy 9 5l dlay ) Jo> 428y Juolds b wliss Pls

A8, 8l dgnll o la g dudl il 31l @llaag sgas

Slasles e Husall slginl 2. cuenla Gl Jalsall ey
215U Tslaay cralondl el s 5 Gulagh Juols3 g &bl i
JM} By 4_!3\_:.1:.‘_“ La EY-Y)  ds L;s\:v}_“ Y J.E.JLJ £ Loy 092
AN PR ES PR

I Al sgus Ulwa gd (ulagt Ul Sl oo
§laiiall agall
: Thomas Shaw g¢& ulags : o casyail] 1

2 2l ks ald Gugysl Ul yedly Grudadl @lle sag
reiyEm ali Less (a1751 i Law B 639« yalouls Jlaissy 41692

ISSN: ~ 2477-9865 67 Revue ELINSAN WA ELMADJAL
EISSN: 2602-5167

N.D.L: 2015-6187
SJua A gl Vol. 77 N°: 7 Juin 2025




Sty Glas}i e

2025009 1 :aie 11 siloe

Revue ELINSAN WA ELMADJAL ()-ﬁ‘;,:i‘-ﬁ:-'-" deall IS 55! dods s JLAM Olgie
dadgad g (yulags Loyg¥l jaliall s

Pl 2 Esae 13 ylesy 3)5awsST Lasloy Cdall idss 1L,
Jacy slas 93 plemy @1720-1732 oy i ydhie BT s>
2 Lajadl Gl Aeladl diege Led lo pwendl 3 el
Sl Ay Bali ¥l ade sy oles dlee O gay STl
oles ST Y ooyl Lol cilen,all ol lales diie,
s Al I DLV S50l DL sy 15 o < lpiss 3l
ALl d s dilsy 29 ¢ jimang Lyswss (Byaldl Do Lo yadl Jolly
Tigag symya o (Y Ll bl Gally Lye Olray 5l L5l
Byl Lad e (sl
19 pulagi lismy oy yall 2

"Travels 4liss JMA (o s colss Ul )3l g Libyaa
or Observation, Relatini several Ports of Barbary and Levant”
Sl ety (Lidy gl ,lid 1738 ale sysauenly pin il
"Voyage de Monsieur (lgic ool 21743 ale gla¥ 2. 4 yall
ple cyaw SHlsle )b e Ll ()31 dex 3 aly «Show M.D”
Slg sae wlad JI @39 auls 0T aud la¥ Lesg ¢ uyle 1830
Aol Lei e

Lo lls pdlgll (po danall dbghall ial®] £LST gd (u)s
sl @ldadl spn lo Loaily Sall Ll Zalyindl
Wiuly ond yall cpadl Sy 31yl 9T 9o lasMe clgw 3 polall
o5l aslall Jloms pady Legd el 358l s Lanis Y|
isslell il Gl cbilgusd! ciaudall bl UL Guys s
el Vol o Loliiel 2y o..peimell LoLEN cilyiell Liadly

ISSN: ~ 2477-9865 68 Revue ELINSAN WA ELMADJAL
EISSN: 2602-5167

N.D.L: 2015-6187
SJua A gl Vol. 77 N°: 7 Juin 2025




Sty Glas}i e

2025009 1 :aie 11 siloe

Revue ELINSAN WA ELMADJAL ()-ﬁ‘;,:i‘-ﬁ:-'-" deall IS 55! dods s JLAM Olgie
dadgad g (yulags Loyg¥l jaliall s

Saaall S50 e Sl Lgien 3 el U dalall Liady od il
(2:3,

Joms aisn Lega Luan Jomiiy Ly See 5 L) 230
ol ied ddan Les @lalyadly Sl e luaiee duc gs e
il €23 s e oligall Jo¥ dgalsll 2 cls Ls laag

o SRl O s Hmsall il Jeo LY 10 2 Jom
Ldle sd Gle Jo of 1y «Lgualllas I Tgale a3 5ulou¥1 Dl )
lsigmy L35l o503 ol J55H1 cpe 15l Sulad¥1 5 Gle Joy
& T sh Gulags dead gl @l Jaall e wd Il < Lgie
L oadx M DY can LelanVly LAl asllly @
ol

Lealcad! 3ol Gy Julal 5300 U (s of il {5 Lo
Uloyl 138 cussms JI gty 1aa Jaly Sl 20 ayla¥;
oy digEm J) LY (lall Jlome) aslall (e o yall aslaials
J>) alasy 3ol @all Jo )y clew g dils ) caos A s

.ﬁ}l\l\ Ol
Laulal) Lasgusy Jiladl isales Jogo g8 (wlegt abliss 3
:L#“L.!-‘“'"}

"HE Country of the Algerines, commonly caued the
Kingdom oi Algiers, hath, Since it became Subject to the
Turks, been one of the most considerable Districts of that Part
of Africa, which the later Agers have known by the Name of
Barbary, It is bounded to the West, with Twunt, and the
Mountains of Trara; to the South, with the Sahara, or Desert;

to the East, with the Mediterranean Sea".
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"Sanson, in bounding this Kingdom with the Rivers
Muluia and Barbar, as he calleth the Mullooiah and the Zaine,
maketh it nine hundred Miles from East to West ; Dela Croix,
seven hundred and twenty ; Luyts, by reckoning forty eight
Miles and an half for one of his Degrees of Longitude,
alloweth it to be about Extent. But according to the exactest
Observations I could make my self, or receive from others, I
find the true Length from Twunt to Ta-barka, to be only about
four hundred and sixty Miles ; the First of these Places being
situated, below the Mountains of Trara, in 0°. 16' W.Long,
from London ; and the Latter, upon the River Zaine, in 9°. 16'".

to the East".
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"There IS not the like Disagreement among our
Geographers, in Relation to the Breadth; though none of them
make it less than one hundred and fifty Miles, where it is
narrowest, nor more than two hundred and forty, where it is
broadest. The Breadth indeed, though much short of these
Accounts, is not every where the same: for near Tlem-san, it
is not above forty Miles from the Sahara to the Sea Coast;
near the Sources of the Rivers Sigg, Habra, and Shelliff, it is
about sixty; which, in the western Part of this Kingdom, may
be taken at a Mean, for the Extent of what the Arabs call [
Tell, & ] or Land proper for Tillage. But to the Eastward of
Algiers, the Breadth of this Kingdom is more considerable;
and in the Meridians particularly of Boujeiah, Jijel and Bona,
it is never less than a hundred Miles: nay sometimes more; as
from Jijel, in N. Lat. 36°. 55', to Lwo-taiah, situated among
the Mountains of Atlas, in 34°. 50'.
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"The Dominion which the Algerines have beyond the

Tell, or the more advanced Parts of the Mountains of Atlas, is
very uncertain and precarious: for which Reason I have fixed
the proper Boundaries and Limits of this Kingdom that Way,
upon the northern Skirts of the Sahara. Some of the Villages
indeed of Zaab, and others ' likewise, that have a more distant
Situation from the Capital, pay regularly their annual Taxes,
or at least give some Tokens of Submission to the Turks : but
the other Comnaunities are independent ; and the Bedoween
[ss'u] Arabs of these Parts, the Nomades or Scenitce ' as they
were antiently called, are seldom to be brought under
Contribution; taking always a particular Care to be upon their
Guard, or at a Distance, when the Turkish Armies are abroad."
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"Wooje-da, the Frontier Town of the Western-Moors to
the East, lyes about the half Way betwixt El-Joube and Tlem-
san. This is the Guagida of Leo; but we are at a Loss for the
antient Name, Ptolemy not having taken Notice of any
InlandCities between the Parallels of his Rivers Maluia and
Siga."
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"Leaving Maisearda and Woojeda at some Distance to
the Westward, we enter upon Twunt and the Mountains of
Trara. These are the Confines of This Province to the West, as
the River Ma-saffran, at near two hundred Miles Distance,
will bound It to the East. The Whole is almost equally
distributed into Mountains and Valleys; and had It been better
supplied with Rivers and Fountains, would be a more

delightful, as It was always accounted a more fertil District in
general, than the eastern Part of This Kingdom."
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"Twunt, tlic Frontier Village of the Algerines to the Sea,

is situated about seven Leagues to the E.N.E. of Maisearda,
and hath a small Fort. The Artisiga of the Itinerary, lying
twenty seven Miles only to the Westward of Siga, will answer
well enough to This Place. But the Distance betwixt Lemnis
and Artisiga; and indeed, the whole Distance betwixt the
Maluia and Siga, as it is laid down in the Itinerary, so much
exceeds what it actually is, that little or no Account, I
presume, can be made Here of the Number of Miles assigned
to particular Places, so as to be sure of the Situation of any
one of them".
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"The Wed el Erg, a Brook ouzing from the Lake of the
Nadies is five Leagues from La Calle to the East. This hath
been for some Years the disputed Boundary betwixt the
Regences of Algiers and Tunis; but as the Country lying
betwixt It and the Zaine, four Leagues farther to the East, is
frequently laid under Contributions by the Algerines; I have

placed the Eastern Boundary of Their Dominions, at the
Latter."
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"Zaine, the present Name of the Tusca, signifieth in the

Language of the neighbouring Kabyles, an Oak Tree; a Word
nearly of the like import and significancy with Thabraca J.
Leo and others after Him call This River Guadilbarbar
deducing It from the City Urbs, a great way to the Southward:
but This River is known by no such Name at present; and hath
It's Fountains at no greater Distance than the adjacent
Mountains. The Ruins of the ancient Thabraca, or Tabraca,
called at present Ta-barka, are spread over the Western Banks
of It, where besides some broken Walls and Cisterns, with a
small Fort and Garrison of Tunisee ".
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