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Semiotics of Textual Thresholds in Children's Stories:
Ali Alawi as a Model.
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Abstract:

This study explores the semiotic approach to the
thresholds of three literary works by the author "Ali Alawi": A
Mahdi's Letter, The Sea Bride, My Teacher, and The Secret of
the Palace, in an attempt to uncover their connotations and
dimensions. The approach also seeks to uncover the author's
intentions and define the unique textual features of these
narrative works. The focus is placed on three thresholds: the
cover, the titles, and the introductory text of the stories.
Among the most important findings from this approach are:
the presence of the setting and the main characters in the
thresholds condensed a significant portion of the meaning.
Additionally, these stories shared a common "introductory
text," which served as a brief message and acted as a
threshold leading to the understanding of the stories’ overall
themes, such as promoting peace, love, and cooperation
among humans. Furthermore, the presence of heritage in the
thresholds, through the use of both Western and Arab popular
imagination and the blending of the real with the fantastical,
achieved an aesthetic that can be considered an effective
strategy for impacting the reader.

Keywords: semiotics; textual thresholds; short story;
children's literature; Ali Alawi.
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