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Measuring Water Craft

In the watering system of Al-Foggara
Eastern Tidikelt Region as a Model
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Abstract:

Al-Foggara is a tangible cultural heritage that carries
within it many cultural aspects, starting with the adaptation of
desert people to their environment and its role in stability and
settlement of people, all the way to development in
urbanization, production and prosperity, ending with export
and influence in the neighbourhood. The irrigation system
was known as Al-Foggara in southern Algeria. In the eastern
province of Tidikelt - Ain Salah - an integrated work crew,
whether during the construction of Al-Foggara or during its
exploitation and benefit from its water - water distribution -,
as the craft of water measurer (measuring the amount of
water) is considered Classified by the United Nations
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Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
as an intangible cultural heritage, which is essentially linked
to the Al-Foggara, it is among the most important professions
in Tidikelt society, and it is among the professions that are
characterized by collectivism during its practice. Therefore,
the Al-Foggara water keeper works with a group of
individuals to complete the role of each. From the other, the
agent is the supervisor of setting up the dividing machine - the
sheqgfa - to give everyone who has a right his share, and the
shares are registered in the presence of witnesses and share
holders.

Thus, the process of measuring Al-Foggara water is
carried out in complete transparency and with justice in light
of teamwork, as it began. This craft, which relies on a unique
technology that is precise in its algorithms, is strange in its
technology.

Keywords: Al-Foggara; craft; water measure; shaqgfa; eastern
Tidiklet.
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