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Iconography of the bunch of grapes
from paganism to Christianity in ancient Algeria.
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Abstract:

Symbols are a long-standing tool used by human being
to better understand the society where he lived, it is one of the
means of indirect expression that has been used since ancient
times to express ideas, feelings and beliefs, as religious
symbols vary in use, interpretation and influence. These
symbols enhance the deepening of spiritual understanding and
communication between various religious communities.
Given the emergence of Christianity in an atmosphere of
tyranny and violent persecution, which reached its peak in the
era of Emperor Diocletian, Christian art began to rely on
symbolism for fear of the oppression of pagan authority. This
gives birth to Christian art that works to communicate stories
and spiritual messages and convey religious teachings and
meanings in a visual and aesthetic way at the same time.
However, in fact, it is based on a local pagan heritage mixed
with a new religious. We intend to discuss In this article, the
symbolism of the bunch of grape as an example of pagan
symbol that continued until the Christian period, by
displaying iconographic scenes on various supports, such as
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steles, mosaics, and pottery. The purpose of this study is to
see how similar the meanings and connotations are to each
other and learn about the motives that led to the ongoing use
of the same symbols despite the change in religious beliefs.
Keywords: Bunch of grape; Iconography; Beliefs; Dionysus;
Jesus.
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