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Abstract:

/f! This article deals with the issue of political legitimacy from a human rights perspective as
‘J conceived by Muslim jurists. Within this context, the research focuses on two pivotal
h- issues: How to define the legal standard, and its relationship to legitimacy and legality.
) Concerning the first issue, as explained by the jurists, the relationship between the nation
/ﬁ and the ruler 1s both contractual and merciful. The ruler is obligated to guarantee the rights
R\T\i of the nation as a precondition for entitlement to obedience. Regarding the second issue,
r"'l.."" political legitimacy, as viewed by jurists, is closely associate to the rights, which means
#¥  that the infringement of rights by the ruler is considered as a violation of legitimacy. The
& main question raised by this paper is related to the limits of this violation: How the
] arbitrariness of the authority can be considered as a violation of legitimacy, and what is the
criterion adopted by jurists in term of distinguishing between violation of legitimacy or

\ - legality? D
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