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The Need to Broaden the Ground of the Historian: an Epistemological Approach
Abstract:

Our attention in this research is devoted to talking about the methodological
revolution that has taken place in the science of history since the nineteenth century, and
the monitoring of the philosophical backgrounds that have framed it, starting with a review
of the positivist perception of history that only cares about experimental facts supported by
written documents, passing through the French Annals School which called for a synthesis
of the historical work and the expansion of the field of history and its openness to the
cognitive and methodological knowledge of human and social sciences. Finally, we
tackled the new history, represented by the efforts of Jacques Lugoff and his colleagues
who took advantageof the cognitive outcome of the French Annals School and halted the
recovery of the past to extend the meaning of the historical document to include the
working socio-cultural imagination (fiction), including myths, folklore and others.

Keywords: positivism, annals school, the new history, the written document, oral
narration, fiction products.
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