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Between the Narrator, the Author, and the Narratee: An Anatomy of
Narrative Perspective and Modes of Narration in Fictional Discourse
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Abstract:

Novelists have consistently experimented with diverse forms of narrative
perspective to create a narrative structure that is more harmonious with the
fictional world. The aim is also to achieve artistic and ideological goals, in
addition to generating suspense for the reader. When the narrator possesses a
comprehensive perspective (an external view) regarding their fictional world, it
enables them to penetrate the inner worlds of their characters and access their
emotions and thoughts. This allows the narrator to reveal some of this information
to the reader while retaining the rest. Alternatively, the narrator's perspective
might be limited to what their position allows (an internal view). In such cases, the
narrator simply presents events as they occurred before them, without attempting
to access the character's emotions or thoughts. This type of narrator is referred to
as a participant narrator or witness narrator. Modern novels often feature
narratives that open up to multiple narrative voices, diversifying the points of
view.

Keywords: Narrative Perspective-Narrator; Limited Perspective; Omniscient
Perspective; Narrative Voices; Points of View.
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