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Abstract: 

This research aims to examine and analyze the legal texts scientifically and academically, with the 

goal of determining the effectiveness of the available legal framework to address economic and financial 

challenges. This includes exploring how criminal policy can be directed to ensure effective protection of the 

national economy, focusing on a variety of economic crimes, including those related to the transformation of 

natural resources into economic resources and those targeting emerging goods and services, in addition to 

financial crimes related to financial markets and money. 

Through this research, it is expected that a thorough analysis of the legal texts and the provision of 

recommendations will contribute to significant outcomes in light of the outlined problem and the targeted plan 

to reveal the efforts of the Algerian legislator in achieving penal protection for the national economy from 

economic crimes targeting emerging goods and services from the process of transforming a natural resource, 

from a non-exploitable or consumable resource into an economically exploitable or consumable resource, and 

financial crimes targeting money and financial markets including stocks and bonds. 

Keywords: National economy; Economic and financial crimes; Penal legislation. 

  :خصلم

يهدف هرا البدث إلى فدص وثدلُل ثلً الىصىص بشيل علمي أوادًمي، بهدف ثددًد فعالُة الإطاز اللاهىوي المحاح لمىاجهة       

الحددًات الاكحصادًة والمالُة، خُث ٌشمل ذلً اسحىشاف هُفُة ثىجُه السُاسة الجىائُة لضمان خماًة فعّالة للاكحصاد 

ل المىازد الطبُعُة إلى مىازد  الىطني، بالترهيز على مجمىعة محىىعة من الجسائم الاكحصادًة، بما في ذلً ثلً التي ثحعلم بحدىٍ

 .اكحصادًة والتي جستهدف السلع والخدمات الىاشئة، بالإضافة إلى الجسائم المالُة التي ثحعلم بالأسىاق المالُة والىلىد

العمُم للىصىص اللاهىهُة وثلدًم الحىصُات في ثدلُم هحائج مهمة في ضىء من خلاٌ هرا البدث، ًحىكع أن ٌسهم الحدلُل      

الإشيالُة المسسىمة والخطة المستهدفة للىشف عن جهىد المشسع الجزائسي في ثدلُم خماًة جزائُة للاكحصاد الىطني من الجسائم 

ل مىزد طبُعي، من مىزد غير كابل للاسحغلاٌ أو الاستهلان  الاكحصادًة، والتي جستهدف السلع والخدمات الىاشئة من عملُة ثدىٍ

 إلى مىزد اكحصادي كابل للاسحغلاٌ أو الاستهلان، والمالُة التي جستهدف الىلىد والأسىاق المالُة من أسهم وسىدات.        

عات العلابُة ;الجسائم الاكحصادًة والمالُة ;الاكحصاد الىطنيالكلمات المفتاحية:   الخشسَ

. 
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Introduction:  

         In the arena of the national economy, challenges accumulate in various forms and dimensions. 

Among these challenges, economic and financial crimes stand out as one of the most significant 

problems threatening the stability and growth of the economy. However, these crimes are not 

merely a criminal issue; their impacts extend to affecting economic growth, undermining the 

financial system, and hindering the progress of national development. Given this complex 

challenge, the role of constitutional and penal protection emerges as vital mechanisms in securing 

and safeguarding the national economy from these crimes. 

            By reviewing new legislation, one can understand the steps taken by official bodies to 

address economic threats and enhance the legal system to combat financial crimes. Analyzing these 

legal mechanisms can reveal their effectiveness and identify gaps that need to be addressed, 

contributing to the achievement of the objectives of constitutional and penal protection for the 

national economy. 

          Studying the topic of penal protection of the national economy in the Algerian context is of 

great importance, as it relates to evaluating the efforts of the penal legislator in providing necessary 

protection against various forms of economic and financial crimes. This evaluation includes an 

analysis of the relevant legal texts—existing penal legislations within the penal code and specific 

laws. 

        Using an inductive approach, this research aims to examine and analyze these texts in a 

scientific and academic manner, with the goal of determining the effectiveness of the available legal 

framework to address economic and financial challenges. This includes exploring how criminal 

policy can be directed to ensure effective protection of the national economy, focusing on a variety 

of economic crimes, including those related to the transformation of natural resources into 

economic resources and those targeting emerging goods and services, in addition to financial crimes  

related to financial markets and money. 

        Through this research, it is expected that a thorough analysis of the legal texts and the 

provision of recommendations will contribute to significant outcomes in light of the outlined 

problem and the targeted plan to reveal the efforts of the Algerian legislator in achieving penal 

protection for the national economy from economic crimes, targeting emerging goods and services 

from the process of transforming a natural resource from a non-exploitable or consumable resource 

into an economically exploitable or consumable resource, and financial crimes targeting money and 

financial markets including stocks and bonds. 

Study problem: 

          The problem of this study can be formulated in the following main question: 

To what extent do Algerian penal and specific legislations contribute to ensuring adequate 

protection of the national economy from economic and financial crimes? 

         To answer the study’s problem, the study was divided into: 

Section I: The Penal Protection of the National Economy within the Framework of 

Substantive Rules 

        The legislator has criminalized a set of actions that involve direct and indirect damages to the 

national economy, both in the Penal Code and the special laws that complement it. 
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A) Penal protection under the Penal Code:  

           The forms of criminalization can be summarized as follows:  

 The felony of colluding with a foreign state to harm the national economy: Article 65, as 

amended by Order No. 75-47 dated June 17, 1975, amending the Penal Code
1
. 

 The felony of espionage with agents of a foreign state that damages economic interests: 

Stipulated in Article 71, Section 3. 

 Crimes related to industry, trade, and public bidding: Concerns Articles 170 and 175, and 

175 bis (the crime of breaching regulations related to products prepared for export, the crime 

of interfering with the freedom of bidding). 

 Money laundering crimes: Provided for in Articles from 389 bis to 389 bis7
2
. 

 The felony of demolishing economic facilities or threatening to do so: Stipulated in Articles 

401 (if done by mine or explosive materials) and 405 (with respect to the threat), while 

Article 406 criminalizes the act of demolishing or sabotaging those facilities by any means. 

 The crime of destroying goods, materials, or devices used in industry: Stipulated in Article 

412.  

 Crimes of fraud and deception in the sale of goods: Stipulated in Articles from 429 to 435 

bis. 

B) Penal Protection under the Law for the Prevention of Corruption and its Combat: 

         In addition to criminalizing all forms of trading in public office (including those directly 

related to the operation of the national economy), Law No. 06-01 dated February 20, 2006, 

concerning the prevention of corruption and its combat (amended and supplemented)
3
, broadened 

the definition of "public official" (more accurately "public agent" as referred to in the French 

version of this law). According to Article 2, this definition now also applies to anyone who 

temporarily holds a paid or unpaid position or agency and contributes in this capacity to the service 

of a public body or institution, or any other institution owned wholly or partly by the state. This 

definition encompasses employees at public economic institutions and public commercial and 

industrial institutions active in the economic sector. These individuals can be held accountable for 

acts of embezzlement, destruction, or misappropriation of public or private funds entrusted to them, 

or their illegal use (Article 29), acts of bribery (Articles 25 and 27), obtaining unjustified privileges 

in public contracts (Article 26), influence peddling (Article 32), abuse of office (Article 33), and 

illegally obtaining benefits (Article 35). This law also criminalizes acts of bribery and 

embezzlement in the private sector (Articles 40 and 41); in addition, it contains special rules not 

found in other laws that enhance its effectiveness, such as the protection of witnesses, experts, 

informants, and victims by criminalizing all forms of pressure or assault against them (Article 45), 

criminalizing the failure to report corruption crimes even if they are misdemeanors (Article 47), and 

the possibility of recovering embezzled assets or benefits obtained, even if the property has been 

transferred to the convicted person’s parents, children, spouse, or in-laws, or even if it has been 

converted into other gains (Article 51, paragraph 3). It establishes that both the public lawsuit and 

the penalties do not expire by statute of limitations if the criminal proceeds are transferred abroad 

(Article 54, paragraph 1). This law also grants the penal judge overseeing the public lawsuit the 

power to nullify all contracts, deals, privileges, or licenses obtained through corruption (Article 55), 

with specific rules regarding the prevention, detection, and transfer of criminal proceeds (Article 

58). 
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C) Penal protection under the law against forgery and the use of forged documents
4
: 

             It should initially be noted that the new orientation of the Algerian state within the 

framework of the project to moralize social, political, and economic life has resulted in the 

enactment of a special law against forgery and its use this current year (2024). This goal is clearly 

evident from the text of the first article of this law, which states that its objectives include 

"contributing to the moralization of public life and enhancing public trust," as well as "the profound 

and deterrent treatment of all societal imbalances resulting from forgery and the use of forged 

materials, aiming to embody transparency and establish fair competition in all areas." 

          Since money is the foundation upon which commercial and financial transactions among 

various actors in the economic sphere are based, and protecting it from any compromise to its 

credibility is a fundamental condition for its stability and for enhancing trust in it as an 

indispensable payment method at all stages of the economic chain from production, storage, 

transportation, distribution to making the product or service available to the consumer, the legislator 

has provided it with special criminal protection that largely meets its economic importance. 

          The most important aspects of the special criminal protection for money under the law against 

forgery and its use can be summarized as follows: 

 Classifying actions related to the imitation, forgery, or counterfeiting of money as the most 

severe category within the tripartite division of crimes (under Articles 5 and 27 of the Penal 

Code), all of which are considered "felonies." The same classification is adopted regarding 

actions contributing to the issuance, distribution, or sale of counterfeit or forged money, or 

introducing it into the national territory. 

 Establishing a life imprisonment penalty for the aforementioned actions, which is ranked 

second in terms of severity on the original penalty scale determined by Algerian legislation
5
. 

 Other criminal effects resulting from the criminal description of the aforementioned actions, 

particularly the mandatory ancillary penalties, represented by the legal ban (imposed 

obligatorily according to Article 9 repeated of the Penal Code)
6
, which entails "deprivation 

of the convicted person from exercising their financial rights during the execution of the 

original penalty," in addition to the obligatory deprivation of the convicted person in one of 

the crimes of money forgery, selling, and distribution from exercising at least one of the 

national, civil, or familial rights
7
. 

 Criminalizing mere incitement to commit crimes involving money without requiring that 

such incitement be associated with a specific means (Article 76 of the law against forgery 

and its use), which represents a departure from the general rule adopted by the Algerian 

legislator in the provisions of criminal participation, which stipulates that an inciter to a 

crime is not punishable unless their incitement is associated with one of the following 

means: gift, promise, threat, misuse of authority or mandate, deceit, or criminal fraud
8
. 

 If the perpetrator of crimes involving money is a foreigner, then the criminal court (after 

conviction) rules to prohibit their residence within the national territory either permanently 

or for a period not exceeding ten years (Article 79 of the law against forgery and its use). 

 The creation of a special criminal record for forgery crimes, in which all convictions for one 

of the forgery crimes, including money forgery, are registered (Article 77 of the law against 

forgery and its use). 
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 Establishing the criminal liability of the legal entity for all forgery crimes, including money 

forgery (Article 80 of the law against forgery and its use). 

         And regarding the forms of criminalization introduced by the law against forgery and its use, 

they can be summarized as follows: 

1- Crimes involving money, bonds, notes, or shares issued by the public treasury:  

        This includes counterfeiting, falsifying, or forging them (Article 44, Sections 1, 2, and 3), or 

issuing, distributing, or selling them (Article 44, paragraphs 2 and 3), or coloring legal tender 

money with the intention of deceiving about the type of metal or its issuance or bringing it into the 

national territory (Article 45), or putting counterfeit money into circulation despite discovering its 

flaws (Article 46, paragraph 2), or manufacturing, issuing, distributing, or selling currency signs 

intended to replace legal tender money (Article 47), possession or manufacturing of materials 

prepared for forging or counterfeiting money or public loan bonds, keeping, or transferring them 

(Article 48)
9
. 

2- Misdemeanor of deviation in executing state accounts and budgets:  

         Stipulated in Article 28 of the aforementioned law against forgery and the use of forged 

documents
10

. 

          Given the importance of money in the economic sphere—as previously outlined at the 

beginning of this paragraph—and the severity of forgery crimes involving it, being the most 

common in practical reality compared to other forms of criminalization, it is appropriate to present a 

series of observations regarding the scope of criminal protection for money, in light of the 

aforementioned texts: 

 Firstly, it is essential to explain the rationale behind the legislator's strictness in deterring 

crimes involving money, especially those related to its forgery. This wisdom is evident in 

that the issuance of money is exclusively by the Central Bank (Bank of Algeria) under a 

legal delegation from the state, as explicitly stated in Article 2 of the Monetary and Banking 

Law
11

; money is the entity that the law alone has granted legal tender status (in its forms: 

paper, cash, and digital)
12

, in addition to its having unlimited acquitting power
13

, and the 

prohibition of its issuance or circulation in an unlawful manner, as well as the prevention of 

its imitation or forgery
14

. The search for the rationale behind this strictness in facing 

currency forgery crimes is closely linked to the subject of the legal interest protected in this 

type of crime. Besides its significant economic value, some scholars believe that the interest 

attacked in these crimes is the general financial integrity of the state, while others see the 

protected interest as a private matter related to the individual who accepted the counterfeit 

currency in good faith and did not discover its defects. Another view is that currency forgery 

and imitation crimes actually violate two interests, public and private. The private interest is 

represented in the harm suffered by someone who accepts the counterfeit currency without 

knowledge of its flaws (as previously explained), while the public interest lies in individuals' 

trust in the integrity of the currency issued by the state and its suitability to perform its 

function, and that any breach of this trust leads to economic disruption in the state and 

undermines public credit. This latter is seen as an international interest, not merely a 

national interest limited to the state of the currency, given that currency forgery has an 

international dimension involving a breach of the exchange tool, affecting international 

economic cooperation
15

. Securing trust in money as the primary tool for transactions among 

people is what led to the state's monopoly on minting currency and criminalizing its forgery, 

and deciding the harshest penalties for those tampering with that trust
16

. 
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 The scope of criminal protection for money no longer is limited only to paper and cash 

currencies, but has expanded to also include digital currencies
17

. 

 The scope of criminal protection is not limited to the national currency alone, but extends to 

include all foreign currencies that have legal tender status in the territory in which they were 

issued. This is clearly stated in the first part of Article 44 of the law against forgery and its 

use, which states: "... 1 - Either as metal coins or banknotes with legal tender in the national 

territory or abroad, 2 - Or as a digital currency with legal tender." 

 The scope of criminalization in relation to combating forgery crimes that may affect money 

has been expanded, and this is evident through the multiplicity of criminalized behaviors. 

The first paragraph of Article 44 of the law against forgery and its use addresses these 

forms: imitation, forgery, and counterfeiting; and we briefly discuss each as follows: 

 The form of imitation: This is the most common in practice and focuses on both 

metal and paper currencies. Imitation, in its general legal sense, is the creation of 

something from nothing, making it similar to an original item, and imitating money 

is "creating something unreal resembling genuine currency."
18

 It does not require 

perfection; it is sufficient that it reaches a reasonable extent that could deceive the 

general public in their transactions, and this matter refers to the standard of the 

ordinary man in estimating the likelihood of acceptance of the imitated money
19

. 

 The form of forgery: In this form, forgery occurs on an originally genuine currency, 

such as altering the drawings, relations, or numbers that the currency includes so that 

it appears to be more valuable. Currency forgery also occurs by deleting or adding 

details or numbers or replacing the phrase "Algerian Dinar" with a phrase indicating 

another currency to benefit from the price difference between the two currencies. 

Thus, the difference between money forgery and imitation is clear: the former occurs 

on originally genuine money, while the latter involves creating papers or metal 

pieces that mimic the form of genuine money. 

 The form of counterfeiting: A segment of Arab jurisprudence defines counterfeiting 

as reducing the weight of metal currency by filing it or disguising ordinary currency 

with a coating that makes it resemble a more valuable currency
20

. Thus, 

counterfeiting, according to this concept, is conceived to occur only on metal money, 

although this form may no longer be significant in our era, given the changing 

compositional nature of cash currencies. 

D) Penal protection under customs legislation: 

           This primarily concerns various forms of smuggling, whether it be actual smuggling or 

deemed smuggling as defined by the amended and supplemented customs law, or by Order No. 05-

06 dated August 23, 2005
21

, concerning the fight against smuggling
22

 (amended and supplemented). 

This law includes special and unusual legal rules that are designed to provide the necessary legal 

protection for the national economy in the customs sector. 

E) Penal protection under the legislation concerning foreign exchange and the movement of 

capital: 

          This involves the criminalization of several types of actions related to the non-compliance 

with legislative and regulatory rules concerning foreign exchange and the movement of capital in 

and out of the country by any means, under Order No. 96-22 dated July 9, 1996
23

 (amended and 

supplemented) (Articles 1, 1 bis, 2, 3, 4, and 5), as published in the Official Gazette, Issue No. 43 of 

1996. 
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F) Penal protection under the law against illegal speculation: 

       This protection is embodied through Law No. 21-15 dated December 28, 2021, concerning the 

combat against illegal speculation
24

. The legislator has graded the severity of penalties from the 

misdemeanor of simple illegal speculation (Article 12), to the misdemeanor involving essential 

consumer goods such as grains, legumes, milk, and pharmaceuticals (Article 13), to the felony of 

illegal speculation committed during exceptional circumstances (stipulated in Article 14, when the 

crime is committed during exceptional situations or during health crises, pandemics, or disasters), to 

the felony of illegal speculation committed within an organized criminal group, involving the 

aforementioned essential consumer goods (Article 15). 

G) Penal protection under the legislation related to intellectual property protection: 

       This protection ensures stability in the area of protecting intellectual property rights associated 

with the development of industries in the national economy. It involves suppressing infringement of 

exclusive rights derived from "trademarks" (misdemeanor of counterfeiting trademarks, Article 32 

of Order No. 03-06 dated July 19, 2003, related to trademarks)
25

, suppressing infringement of 

exclusive rights related to patents (misdemeanor of infringing on patent rights in various forms, 

Article 61 of Order No. 03-07 dated 07/19/2003 related to patents)
26

, and suppressing infringement 

of exclusive rights derived from the protection of layout designs of integrated circuits 

(misdemeanor of infringing on the rights associated with layout designs of integrated circuits in 

various forms, Article 36 of Order No. 03-08 dated July 19, 2003, related to the protection of layout 

designs for integrated circuits)
27

. 

H) Penal protection under the legislation related to currency and credit: 

      This protection derives its importance from the nature of the interests it aims to safeguard, 

namely ensuring the stability of various financial institutions and the proper functioning of banking 

operations (especially receiving funds from the public, providing payment methods to customers, 

and managing these methods). These interests are directly linked to the smooth functioning of the 

national economy, considering the significant role of financial institutions in managing commercial 

and economic transactions, whether in the realm of national transactions or international trade 

contracts. The forms of penal protection for the aforementioned economic interests, within the 

framework of the legislation related to credit and currency, include criminalizing the following 

actions: conducting operations related to banks and financial institutions unlawfully (Article 151 of 

the Monetary and Banking Law)
28

, non-compliance with information requests from the Banking 

Commission or obstructing its supervisory duties or providing it with false information (Article 152 

of the same law), obstructing the duties of account auditors (Article 153 of the same law), failing to 

observe obligations related to inventory and annual accounts or providing the Bank of Algeria with 

incorrect information (Article 153, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the same law), violating legislative and 

regulatory provisions related to financial movements abroad (Article 154 of the same law). 

I) Penal protection under the legislation related to consumer protection and the suppression 

of fraud: 

       This involves the legislator criminalizing a range of actions that could infringe upon consumer 

rights, which is a form of protecting the national economy. The national economy cannot thrive 

without effective legal protection for consumers, especially since the protection rules within civil 

law (notably Article 140 bis of the Civil Code, introduced by Article 42 of Law No. 05-10 dated 

June 20, 2005
29

, which amended and supplemented the Civil Code) are insufficient alone to achieve 

this protection. Thus, this protection was reinforced through Law No. 09-03 dated February 25, 
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2009, concerning consumer protection and the suppression of fraud
30

, which criminalizes various 

forms of actions that harm consumer rights and the integrity of the supply process, as outlined in 

Articles 68 to 85. 

J) Penal protection under the legislation related to the rules of conducting business activities: 

         This concerns the criminalization by the legislator of several actions that directly and 

indirectly affect commercial practices
31

, which in turn impacts the smooth functioning and stability 

of the national economy. This criminalization is included in: Law No. 04/02 dated June 23, 2004, 

which defines the rules applicable to business practices (in Articles 31 to 38), and Law No. 04/08 

dated August 14, 2004, concerning the conditions of conducting business activities (in Articles 31 to 

41)
32

. 

K) Penal protection under the legislation related to commercial competition rules: 

         This relates to the criminalization by the legislator of various forms of actions that infringe 

upon the rules governing market competition, related to production, distribution, and service 

activities. These actions ensure the limitation of dominance and economic dependency and combat 

practices that restrict competition. In this regard, Order No. 03/03 dated July 19, 2003, related to 

competition
33

, was issued, which prescribes criminalization in Articles 56, 57, and 61. 

L) Penal protection under commercial law: 

        This pertains to the criminalization by the legislator of various forms of actions that can be 

committed within the framework of limited liability companies (in Articles 800 to 805 of the 

amended and supplemented Commercial Law)
34

, or in the context of establishing joint-stock 

companies, whether it concerns their formation stage (Articles 806 to 810), their management and 

operation (Articles 811 to 813), their shareholders' meetings (Articles 814 to 821), amendments to 

their capital (Articles 822 to 827), their oversight (Articles 828 to 831), or their dissolution (Article 

832), as well as some specific violations related to this type of company (Articles 833 and 834) and 

those related to shares (Articles 835 and 836); it also involves crimes common among various types 

of companies (Articles 837 to 840). 

Section II: Penal protection within the procedural rules for the national economy. 

          It can generally be divided as follows: 

A) Establishment of specialized penal judicial authorities to combat a range of crimes, 

including those closely related to the national economy:  

          One of the manifestations of penal protection for the national economy is the legislator's 

establishment of a set of special procedural rules that govern the conduct of public prosecutions 

arising from certain crimes (of an economic nature), through the creation of specialized penal 

judicial authorities for this type of crime. These authorities are: 

1- Judicial authorities with expanded jurisdiction:  

        These were established by amending the Criminal Procedures Law in 2004 through Law No. 

04-14 dated November 10, 2004
35

. This law extended the territorial jurisdiction of some courts 

(public prosecutors, investigating judges, and misdemeanor judges) to encompass a geographical 

area beyond their usual jurisdiction, and the characteristics of these judicial authorities with 

expanded jurisdiction include: 
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 Their scope of jurisdiction focuses on one of the five crimes listed exhaustively in Articles 

37, 40, and 329 of the Criminal Procedures Law, which are: drug crimes, organized crime 

across national borders, crimes affecting automated data processing systems, money 

laundering crimes, terrorism, and crimes related to the special foreign exchange legislation 

(among these crimes, some are related to the national economy).  

 The geographical scope of jurisdiction of these judicial authorities is determined by 

regulation; and it is noteworthy that in this regard, Executive Decree No. 06-348 dated 

October 5, 2006, was issued concerning the extension of the local jurisdiction of some 

courts, public prosecutors, and investigating judges
36

. 

2- The Economic and Financial Penal Hub:  

        It was established under Article 3 of Order No. 20-04 dated August 30, 2020, which amended 

and supplemented the Criminal Procedures Law
37

. The provisions of this hub are organized in 

Articles 211 bis to 211 bis21 of the Criminal Procedures Law (introduced by this amendment). It is 

located at the court headquarters of the Algiers Judicial Council, and its local jurisdiction extends to 

the entire national territory (Article 211 bis1). This hub shares jurisdiction with the previously 

mentioned judicial authorities with expanded jurisdiction. In addition to its jurisdiction over the 

investigation and adjudication of the following crimes and related crimes: - Crimes of gross 

negligence leading to damage to property (as provided in Article 119 bis of the Penal Code), 

corruption crimes as stipulated in Law No. 06-01, crimes involving the movement of capital in and 

out of the country, and smuggling crimes. 

         The criterion adopted by the legislator for this judicial hub to have jurisdiction over these 

crimes, as opposed to other judicial authorities (including those with expanded jurisdiction), is "the 

greater complexity of the crime" (Article 211 bis3). This criterion and its scope are detailed in 

Article 211 bis3, paragraph 2 of the Criminal Procedures Law
38

. 

B) Introduction of specialized investigation and inquiry methods to effectively address this 

type of crime: 

         These are special procedures introduced by Law No. 06-22 dated December 20, 2006, which 

amended and supplemented the Criminal Procedures Law
39

. These methods can be utilized for 

investigating and inquiring into a range of crimes, including those of an economic nature (organized 

crime across borders, money laundering, crimes related to special foreign exchange legislation, 

corruption crimes). These special methods include: interception of communications, recording of 

sounds, and capturing images (Articles from 65 bis5 to 65 bis10 of the Criminal Procedures Law), 

infiltration (Articles from 65 bis11 to 65 bis18 of the same law). Additionally, some other special 

laws have introduced similar methods, such as Order No. 05-06 dated August 23, 2005, concerning 

the combat against smuggling
40

, and Law No. 06/01 dated February 20, 2006, related to the 

prevention of corruption and its combat
41

. 

C) Introduction of protective measures for witnesses, experts, and victims in a range of 

crimes including those related to the national economy:  

        These measures relate to organized crime, terrorism, and corruption crimes, and were 

introduced by Article 10 of Order No. 15-02 dated July 23, 2015, which amended and supplemented 

the Criminal Procedures Law
42

. These divide into non-procedural measures (specified in Article 65 

bis20 of the Criminal Procedures Law), such as: concealing identity-related information, ensuring 

close physical protection, and changing the residence; and procedural measures (specified in Article 
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65 bis23 of the same law), such as: concealing identity in proceedings or assigning a pseudonym, 

and not disclosing the correct address in the records. 

D) The role of the National People's Army in protecting the national economy as part of its 

noble constitutional tasks in combating various forms of crime affecting the national 

economy:  

          In this context, it is worth recalling the significant contribution of the units of the National 

People's Army stationed at the borders in combating various forms of crime that affect the national 

economy, within the framework of their constitutional duties as stipulated in paragraph four of 

Article 30 of the Constitution (in its amended form). This considers the state's economic interests as 

part of the vital and strategic interests defined by this constitutional provision. It is notable that such 

contributions either originate from the units of the National Gendarmerie, which serve as border 

guards (whose officers have judicial police powers according to Article 15 of the Criminal 

Procedures Law), or from other army units. In such cases, the incident is recorded, and the 

perpetrators, crime tools, and proceeds are handed over to the competent regional units of the 

National Gendarmerie to follow up on preliminary investigation procedures under the Criminal 

Procedures Law. It is also worth noting the expansion of the jurisdiction of the Central Judicial 

Police Service of the Army Security, which now includes "serious" smuggling crimes, as per Article 

1 of the Presidential Decree No. 21-284 dated July 13, 2021, which amended Article 3 of the 

Presidential Decree No. 19-179 dated June 18, 2019, concerning the establishment, tasks, and 

organization of the Central Service of the Judicial Police for Army Security
43

. 

Conclusion: 

         Based on the foregoing analysis accompanied by an explanation of the constitutional and 

criminal rules embodied in protecting the national economy from economic and financial crimes, 

the following results are achieved: 

 Appreciation of the efforts of the Algerian state in making progress in providing protection 

for the national economy against economic and financial crimes, through punitive judicial 

measures achieved by specialized justice bodies that extend to collaborate and integrate with 

the efforts of the National Gendarmerie Border Guard units, which enjoy judicial control 

status, or through the Central Judicial Police Department for Army Security. 

 Legislative interest in the subject of protecting the national economy from economic and 

financial crimes is evident through the array of laws mentioned, studied, and analyzed. 

 Necessity of including this subject in the training curriculum, considering it essential in 

theoretical and practical courses for stakeholders in the field of combating economic crimes, 

including judicial police officers and judges, with a branch and inclusivity for all 

institutionally-established elements in the study, to train specialists deeply qualified to 

perform their duties rigorously and competently. 

 Support for judicial control and ordinary judicial bodies, as well as those with expanded 

jurisdiction and the economic and financial judicial pole, with specialized frameworks in 

combating economic and financial crimes to achieve more effective protection for the 

national economy, especially in crimes where legal descriptions are varied and require 

specialists for investigation and resolution. 

 Adoption of some modern methods emerging in some countries to confront economic and 

financial crimes, and focus on training specialists to implement these methods, especially in 



Taher Zouagri, Maamar Belailia 

 

11 The Penal Protection of the National Economy from Economic and Financial Crimes 

 

amendments affecting legislation related to banking, movement of capital, cash, and loans, 

and combating financial corruption, such as the Blockchain technology as a new and 

important mechanism to ensure the highest possible level of protection, especially in the 

field of electronic financial transactions, contributing to combating crimes related to 

electronic financial corruption. 

 Dissemination of community and institutional security culture through various educational, 

pedagogical, and university educational means at the present stage, especially to fortify and 

continuously raise awareness among the Algerian society regarding the danger of crimes 

committed against the national economy, which touch on the vital interests of the Algerian 

nation’s security, and encourage participation and engagement in protecting the national 

economy according to available mechanisms. 
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