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3- Conseil de I’Europe. Doc. D(87) 9. p2. voir Conseil de I’Europe quatriéme conférence
européenne des régions frontaliéres. Saragosse (Espagne).23-26 mars 1987. Rapport de
conférence. Strasbourg. 1989. (Charles De Visscher, ProblEmes de confins en Droit
International Public, Paris, 1969, )

4 - M. Bernard Alvarez de Eulate. AFDI. 1984. p.820, RCADI. Tome 79 (1951. II). P0108.
5 - Jaca, 1981 Saragosse, 1983, pp 103 ss. RGDIP, 1984, pp 557 ss.
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6 - A. Kiss, Le droit internationalO op.cit, p328.
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8 - Conseil de I'Europe, doc A5/CPL (Front (87)~l2, et D.Baudis, président de Midipyrénges

le 10 Mars 1987. publiée dans y. Luchaire, B. Dolez et A. Vantroys, Lille, 1991, miméogra-
phie, pp. 284 -285.
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Y - C.A. Colliard au colloque de la SFDI de 1979. La frontigre. Op.cit..p.168. (ibid. p. 171).

10 - R-J Dupuy (dir publ). L’avenir du droit international de I'Environnement. Ordrecht, 1985. pp 29 ss.

11- 1. Seidl Hohenveldern. «La pollution transfrontiére et la recommendation C (74) 224 de

'OECD» Symbolae Garcia Arias (Estudios de Derecho international) Saragoss 1975. p. 273.
.Q}&Qﬂé}i&“iﬂﬁgbhﬁdlal)’isﬂluu)@&;ne&‘}é}aog faag - 12

13 -Déclaration faite le 2 Novembre 1970, a I'occasion de 25 éime anniversaire de 'ONU.
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Transborder cooperation
The European Model and Algerian Practice

By : Mr Ali MERAH19.

0. Outline
Frontiers have been always the sacrosanct of states’ sovereignty and it

still the main aspect of their independence so far. In this context the chal-
lenges raising from the differences in the physical formation of the borders
and in the political bodies are very obvious.

But this conception of borders evolves differently in the current political
environment of international community that leads to a development in inter-
national cooperation especially on the frontiers. This is due to the changes in
the long standing perceptions idealizing sovereignty and borders. So we can
say that we move towards a lift of borders in this Era of Globalisation.

Therefore, it is very important to discuss the borders issues because they
generate some problems, particularly for the population on the frontiers.

The discussion here focuses on some problems and achievements in local
and regional transborder cooperation.

For this purpose we will handle the Concept of Transborder Cooperation

and its forms according to the European Model and Algerian practice.

1. The problematic of Transborder cooperation

As international law governs the relations between states, it is obvious
that frontiers are defined according to its rules. They are the result of agree-
ments between states. They were, to a recent past, a space of conflicts rather
that cooperation. Yet the situation has changed. The borders have become a
matter of cooperation and steps have been taken towards a close action,

which overcomes the institutional constraints in neighbouring states.
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Cooperation is a key of the contemporary community. It is in internatio-
nal context, a commitment imposed by international law to overcome the
problems the international community encounters.

Transborder Cooperation is above the fact of interacting with the other. It
is very important on two level. Traditional cooperation (between govern-

ments) and the socalled regional cooperation.

2. The European Transborder Cooperation as a Model

Transborder Cooperation, in its modern and institutional forms, is initial-
ly a European undertaking, which is manifested in the1980 Framework-
Convention devoted to the development of borders in all their aspects bet-
ween European countries.

In fact, the current structures to respond to human demands are not suffi-
cient and inadequate. Borders are the expression of individualism and are not
adapted to new problems generated by new technologies such as transborder
potlution.

This should lead to the establishment of procedures with those involved
for the common benefit. The core of this cooperation lies then in the com-
mon action itself, in which borders become workshops.

So how could we conciliate between the sovereign rights of states to
exploit their resources and their commitment not to harm environment of the
neighbouring states.

These problems need to be resolved. And the only way to mitigate them
as a first step is cooperation as mentioned in UNGA Resolution
Nof2627(XXV)(The UN Declaration on the 2ed Novembre 1970).

3. Algerian-Tunisian Transborder Cooperation
The Algerian-Tunisian Transborder Cooperation is considered in a larger

Context of Arab relationships, which is based on civilisational considera-
tions.
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The Algerian-Tunisian Cooperation lies on two important Treaties :

- Brotherhood and Cooperation Treaty of 15/12/1970

- Brotherhood and Concordance Treaty of 1983.

The relations between Algeria and Tunisia are therefore based on two
major principles:

-Brotherhood : which is the most important element in Arab Relations due
to civilisational reasons.

- Good Neighbourhood : which is more used on international arena. It is
mentioned in the preambule of the UNO Chater and in article 74.

The importance of the cooperation between Algeria and Tunisia has
encouraged Mauritania to joint them by adhering to the 1983 treaty.

Undoubtedly, both Treaties have paved the way to economic development
on the borders between the two states.

On these borders, long of 15 Km on both sides and delimitated in 1970,
live many people, Nomades, who form one social and economic unity and
don’t, therefore, care of legal stetus in both countires.

This situation has led Algerian and Tunisian authorities to look to borders
as a space of cooperation. This was achieved politically and economically in
the 80’s and had positive consequences on populations by improving their
daily life.

For this purpose structures have been established to implement the 1983
treaty. So, political and technical agreements have been concluded to deve-
lop this space in many fiels by plans, including : Health, Agriculture,
Education, Energy, Industry O which proved the feasibility of the treaty.

On political scene it guaranted stability in the relations between both

countries and became as model for cooperation in the region.

4. Outcomes :
a- The transborder cooperation happens on many levels : it is not only a

matter of governments, but of local authorities too ;

136



G%_}J}A&”HQ}M‘

b- Cooperation is constrained by many problems such as difference in
political and economic systems;

c- Transborder cooperation is based on international principles, such as
good neighbourhood, cooperation, friendship ;

d- Transborder cooperation aims at :

Involving local regional groups living on borders in regional, rural and
urban development ;

- Improving infrastructures and services ;

Establishing programs for transborder development ;

- Exchanching information in many fields such as : fire, pollution, flood-
sO ;

- Protecting environment from pollution ;

- Cooperation between universities and research centres ;

- Improving the conditions of workers on the frontiers.

It is obvious that local and regional cooperation would be adequate for the
development of some actions in some fields. And because strict soveignty
has been lifted, in borders’ space, cooperation becomes the best means for
development. It should lead eventually to a «Code of Conduct» as an instru-

ment of global commitment to mitigate their borders’ related conflicts.
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