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STATE COMPLAINTS AND COMMUNICATIONS BEFORE THE AFRICAN

COMMISSION ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS: A MECHANISM FOR

ADDRESSING HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN AFRICA
BETWEEN EFFECTIVENESS AND SHORTCOMINGS
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Abstract: STATE COMPLAINTS AND COMMUNICATIONS BEFORE THE AFRICAN COMMISSION
ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS SERVE AS A QUASI-JUDICIAL MECHANISM FOR PROTECTING
HUMAN RIGHTS UNDER THE AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS. THE
COMMISSION FUNCTIONS AS A SUPERVISORY AND INVESTIGATIVE BODY RATHER THAN A
JUDICIAL AUTHORITY, REVIEWING STATE COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS IN AFRICA. HOWEVER, THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS MECHANISM IS LIMITED BY THE
NON-BINDING NATURE OF THE COMMISSION’S DECISIONS. ADDITIONALLY, THERE IS A LACK OF
AN EFFECTIVE FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMMISSION’S
DECISIONS DUE TO THE ABSENCE OF AN ENFORCEMENT BODY AT THE CONTINENTAL LEVEL
WITHIN THE AFRICAN UNION.

KEY WORDS: African Commission — Complaint and Communication — Protection Mechanism —
Recommendations — Violations of Human and Peoples’ Rights — African Charter.
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