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Criminalizing unlicensed construction as a mechanism to protect the
exploitation of agricultural lands available under Algerian law
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Abstract: The crime of unlicensed construction is a serious crime that affects urban public order and
regional planning. Its seriousness increases when it occurs on land classified as agricultural land or an
agricultural destination, as it results in a double assault represented by violating the rules of
construction on the one hand, and changing the agricultural character of the land on the other hand.
Therefore, the Algerian legislator has given special protection to the exploitation of available
agricultural lands, as a strategic pillar for achieving food security and sustainable agricultural
development It criminalizes any act or behavior that leads to its diversion from its original function
without prior legal authorization. The aim of this research is to demonstrate the ability of the Algerian
legal system to limit the phenomenon of building on agricultural real estate without prior
authorization. However, reality has proven that there is a huge difference between it and the state's
bets on protecting available agricultural lands, which requires a great deal of legislative and functional
scrutiny.

Key words: Crime of building without a license, agricultural lands, Law 90-29, settlement.
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