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Sammary:

This research paper aims to understand the dimensions of the French authorities” decision to get involved in
the war in Mali in the eve of 2013 , under the cover of fighting terrorism , and to help the government of Mali ,
to recast its dominion and authority over its land , paving the way to a normal life to come back , and to give a
new breath to the political process which was crowned by organizing a presidential and parliament elections.

This paper also discusses to what extent does the military operation “Serval” held by the French army, meets
the norms of the limited war , this latter has distinctive political and military qualities , contrary to the
traditional war in which all military, political and economic capabilities are used; and through which general
mobilization among people takes place . It is characterized by a pre-determination of its political and military
goals, and by the amount and nature of means of conflict, and even fighting areas, also the targets that should be
destroyed or put under control. That’s why the scope and term of limited war differ according to restrictions
imposed by the parts of the conflict.

On the political scale, this paper attempts to investigate the historical backgrounds and the strategic and

realistic dimensions of such intervention, away from the formal announcement.
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On the military scale S however this paper researches to what extent “Serval operation“ meets the norms of

limited war represented in the landing power, information systems and communication power, and the speed and
efficiency of the military operations consolidated by the highest and acutest war technologies. In addition to the
soiidarity among the regional and international powers to face new threats, all of this was based on the light of
events of military intervention in which French forces piayed the principle role, with the African forces, and
European aids. “Serval operation“ didn’t last for long. Despite the fragile security achieved, its cost reached up to
400 billion Euro.

On the light of the above mentioned facts, this paper attempts to discuss “Serval operation® in both long and
medium terms taking into consideration the scenarios of the western intervention in Afghanistan and Iraq, and

how terrorism has blasted after “ the first hit*.
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