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Abstract:

This study examines the effectiveness of community initiatives in the reintegration of former prisoners from a sociological
perspective that highlights the role of the social environment in shaping post-release trajectories. It is grounded in the premise that
reintegration is a complex structural process that extends beyond individual efforts to encompass networks of support,
relationships, and opportunities afforded by the surrounding community. Drawing on a descriptive-analytical approach and on
both classical and contemporary sociological literature, the study seeks to assess the extent to which these initiatives can reshape
social identity, enhance self-efficacy, and provide viable alternatives to deviant behavior, thereby contributing to reducing the
structural factors that drive recidivism.

The analysis reveals that well-integrated community initiatives—those offering professional, psychological, and social
support—produce a significant impact in promoting stability, mitigating structural pressures linked to stigma and deprivation, and
expanding social networks necessary for sustainable reintegration. In contrast, weak or absent initiatives tend to reproduce forms
of exclusion and vulnerability, increasing the likelihood of reoffending. The study concludes by emphasizing the need for a
participatory vision that activates the role of civil society and recalibrates the relationship between correctional institutions and
the broader community, thereby fostering effective reintegration and limiting repeated criminal behavior.

Key words: Reintegration; Former Prisoners; Community Initiatives; Recidivism; Social Integration.
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