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Abstract:

Emmanuelle Saada is one of the most prominent scholars who combined history,
law, and anthropology in the study of the French Empire. Her research focuses on the
relationship between colonialism and the societies subjected to it, particularly in
Algeria during the Third Republic, highlighting how law was used as a tool to reshape
racial and political identities. She also reveals the contradiction between granting
certain groups the status of “citizenship” while marginalizing others within a colonial
system based on discrimination and the consolidation of domination through its
legalization. Our presentation aims to explore the reading offered by Saada regarding
the policy of assimilation and the reshaping of identity, before examining the
codification of discrimination against Muslim subjects as one of the cornerstones of
French colonial policy.
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