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Abstract:

Historical writing in Andalusia witnessed a significant development and prosperity
during the 5th century AH / 11th century CE. This was thanks to the great historians who
enriched the historical school with their diverse writings and contributed to documenting the
history of Andalusia. Among the most prominent Andalusian writers and historians was 1bn
Hayyan al-Qurtubi (d. 469 AH /1076 CE), considered as one of the greatest historians produced
by Andalusia and the standard-bearer of history there during this century. This study aims to
introduce 1bn Hayyan al-Qurtubi and to highlight his scholarly contributions, which reflect the
intellectual and political climate of his era. Furthermore, it examines his distinctive
methodology in historical writing and his critical perspective on the Taifa kings, whom he
regarded as responsible for the fragmentation of al-Andalus into competing principalities. His
historical accounts provide a vivid and accurate portrayal of al-Andalus during this era,
characterized by analyses and insights presented in a robust and distinctive style that effectively
conveys the challenges, divisions, and weaknesses that marked the period..

Key words: Ibn Hayyan Al-Qurtubi; 5th century AH/11th century AD ; Andalusia; Kings of the
Taifas ; Historical writing
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