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Abstract :

This study examines the phenomenon of transnational intellectual networks and their growing impact on societal
security in the Arab region. These networks transcend the authority of the nation-state by cultivating loyalties tied to
external ideological and cultural referents, making them a source of complex symbolic and identity-based threats. The study
employs a comparative analytical approach, integrating realist, liberal, constructivist, and critical perspectives, alongside
empirical cases such as the Muslim Brotherhood, Salafi networks, Shiite transnational structures, Francophone elites, and
the Zionist movement.

The findings reveal that these networks contribute to fragmenting national identity, weakening the social contract, and
infiltrating state institutions, while capitalizing on the widespread digital sphere—used by nearly 70% of the Arab
population—to reshape collective consciousness. Their impact extends beyond religious or cultural influence to structural
effects on social and political stability.

The study proposes comprehensive responses centered on strengthening intellectual resilience, improving education and

media systems, reinforcing national identity, and enhancing regional cooperation in digital and cultural security.
Key words: Transnational intellectual communities, societal security, cross-horder loyalty, national identity, soft power.
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