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Abstract:

The animal symbol, particularly the donkey, constitutes an open semiotic structure that
transcends traditional meanings to become a rhetorical-argumentative apparatus capable of
destabilizing dominant discourses and exposing hidden layers of collective consciousness. By
analyzing works such as Apuleius's The Golden Ass, Tawfig al-Hakim’s My Donkey and I, and
its representations in Algerian literature, the donkey reveals its interpretive power as a resistant
cultural mask. This study relies on rhetorical, semiotic, and deconstructive approaches to
highlight how the donkey transforms from a marginal figure of foolishness to a central emblem
of satirical wisdom, becoming a bearer of philosophical, aesthetic, and epistemic questions and
a dynamic driver for reconstructing critical discourse.

Key words: Animal symbol ¢donkey ¢rhetorical argumentation ‘comparative literature ¢cultural
intertextuality.
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