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Abstract:

The Abbasid era witnessed an unprecedented literary revival« with the art of al-Badi
(rhetorical embellishment) standing out as one of its most striking manifestations. Poets
transcended the boundaries of traditional expression to create artistic images characterized by
astonishment« estrangement< and at times¢ complexity. Critics were divided in their
interpretations of this phenomenon: some regarded it as a form of empty ornamentation« while
others viewed it as a conscious artistic revolution — even a cultural rebellion against prevailing
norms.

This article explores the dimensions of al-Badi ‘ in Abbasid poetry from a dual perspective: as
a deliberate aesthetic innovation and as a means of expressing the shifting values« ideologies:
and structures of Abbasid society. The study employs a cultural-analytical method by
examining poetic texts in relation to the historical and civilizational contexts in which they
emerged.

Key words: al-Badi‘« Abbasid poetry: artistic revolution« tradition« intellectual transformations
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