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Abstract:
In this Article, we point out the history of the Othman state through the historical

schools of the East, and in this work we focused on the Levantine school, whose
emergence was temporally linked to the 19th century in particular, while implicitly
acknowledging that there are writings that preceded this era, but we cannot include
them within the efforts of the aforementioned school.

We focused on the 19" century because this period witnessed profound changes
on various levels, and there appeared a kind of rejection of everything related to the
Turks, and the reason for this is due to two factors: the first is related to the Othman
policy in its eastern Arab provinces, which was characterized by severity and violence,
and the second is related to Western interference in the affairs of the Ottoman state
and its attempt to sever the connection between the Ara.bs and the Turks, through
intellectual invasion in the first stage, and then in a second stage through the policy of
conspiracies and secret agreements, in preparation for the colonial invasion (the
mandate project) within arrangements during and after the first World War .

We chose the Lebanese thinker and historian Philip Hitti as a model for this work,
and the reason for our choice of this figure is the abundance of his production related
to the history of the Lev ant in general, even though, he does not recognize the
Ottoman rule from a historical point of view as an entity alien to the Ar b region,
which sought to highlight its civilizational importance within a clear national frame
work led by Ara b Christians since the second half of the 19" century.
key words: The Eastern Historical School; Arab Christians; Ottoman History; Philip Hitti.

* Abderrazak Toumiat
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Arab Christians and the writing of Ottoman history, the Lebanese historian
Philip Hitti as a model

1. Introduction:

Talking about the Eastern Historical School calls for raising many issues, the
most important of which is the relationship between the Arabs and the Ottoman
state. The Arab stance was divided between those who defended the Othman rule
of the Arab states and those who oppose it, whether in historical writings or in
discussions, lectures and literary cafes.

We have chosen one of the pillars of this school from the Arab Christians
excelled since the late 19th century, and who called for reviving the glories of the
Arabs and noting their efforts throughout history as builders of a civilization that
Is still admired and respected. The scholar whose positions and opinions we are
about to talk about is Philip Khoury Hitti, who devoted most of his effort to
writing and highlighting the merits of the Arabs over other nations in different
eras.

We focused on three of his books that included his attitudes on the Ottoman
presence in the Arab countries, both East and West. The first is the book History
of the Arabs, which he spent ten years of his life completing. It was published in
1937 in London and translated into Arabic in three parts between 1949 and 1951.
The second was The Arabs: A Short History, which was in fact an abbreviation
of the previous book. It appeared in 1943 and was printed several times. Several
translations were issued, including an Arabic translation in 1946. The third is the
book History of Syria Lebanon and Palestine, which was printed in 1951 and also
translated into Arabic. Before delving into some of the contents of these books,
we must get to know Philip Hitti’s personality, his scientific and academic
background, and his opinions and stances on the events that the countries of the
East experienced during the Ottoman rule that lasted for four full centuries.

2. The historical roots of the Eastern historical school and its most
prominent pioneers:

When we talk about the Levantine school, we must acknowledge from the
beginning that it was influenced by the sediments of hostility between the Arabs
and the Ottoman state since the second half of the 19" century, with the emergence
of the term nationalism, whether for the Arabs or the Turks, which is a term that
came from the West in its quest to sever the connection between the Arabs and
the Turks, in preparation for weakening the Ottoman Islamic Caliphate, in which
the alliance between the Arabs and the Turks was the safety cicle.

But the West tried with its policies to disrupt the connection between the three
sides, and incited the Arabs to independence and establish an Arab state, and
instill among the Turkish nationalists the tendency to Turkify, and thus the fruits
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of the dispute between the two nationalities emerged, and at the beginning of the
20" century, Paris hosted the first Arab conference in 1913, headed by Abdul
Hamid Al-Zahrawi (1855-1916), and the majority of its members were driven
with nationalist thought (hitti, 65), especially the Christians among them, who
detested the Ottoman rule and prepared to overthrow it by various means
(Mahafda, 1978).

As for the most important pioneers of this school, we have classified to divide
them into three categories, taking into account the principle of historical events
and religious formation. The first group was represented by Chakib Arslan (1869-
1946), Mohammed Kurd Ali (1876-1953), and Sati al-Hussari (1879-1968), who
had Eastern Arab Islamic tendencies. The second faction was represented by
Philip Hitti (1886-1976), George Antonius (1891-1942), Nabih Amin Faris
(1906-1968), and Constantine Zurayk (1909-2000), and these and others were
formed and graduated from the American University of Beirut. The third wing
includes Nour EI-Din Hatoum (1913-2000) and Abdel Karim Rafig (1931-2024)
from Syria, Abdul Karim Al-Gharaybah (1924-2014), then Ziyad Abu Ghenima
(1937-2015) from Jordan, Wadjih Khawtharani (1941- ....) from Lebanon, and
others later.

The attitudes of most of these were negative towards the Ottoman state,
except for a few, as many Aruba historians agree to describe the period of
Ottoman rule in the Arab countries as occupation and seizure (Hussari, 1960), as
the policy implemented by the Ottomans in the Levant was characterized by
severity since the second half of the 19" century, or what some Arab nationalists
called the period of Hamidian terrorism, and reached the point of bloodshed at
the beginning of the twentieth century, especially during the reign of the Ottoman
governor of the Levant, Jamel Pasha (1915-1918), nicknamed the butcher who
erected gallows in Damascus and executed many Arab leaders; but the Ottomans
accused some Arab leaders of treason (Antoniius, 1946), inciting sedition,
destabilizing and working with the enemies of the state abroad, and thus the
rupture occurred practically and it was no longer possible to heal the cracks in
Islamic unity, and despite the passage of more than a century since these painful
events, the debate still continues to this day.
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3. His life and intellectual works:
3.1. Hislife:

Philip Khoury Hitti, born on June 22, 1886 in the town of Chamlane in Mount
Lebanon. He studied in his village, then joined the American High School and
then the American University in Beirut, where he obtained a bachelor’s degree in
1908. He joined Columbia University to study for a doctorate in 1915. He was
appointed as a teacher of Oriental Studies for four years, and also worked as a
visiting professor at Harvard University. He was summoned to Princeton
University to establish the Department of Near Eastern Studies, so he established
a center for Arabic studies to collect Arabic manuscripts and documents, which
included more than 5,000 documents, for which he created an Arabic and English
index. Philip Hitti received his doctorate from Colombia University in 1915 and
was appointed a teaching assistant in its Oriental Department between 1915 and
1919.

He also worked as a professor of Arab history at the American University of
Beirut from 1919 to 1925, where he was a student. A generation of prominent
professors graduated under his supervision, such as Constantine Zurayk, Fouad
Sarruf, and others. He worked as an assistant professor of Levantine literature at
Princeton between 1926 and 1929, then as a professor between 1929 and 1936,
and as a professor of Oriental languages in 1944. He was also the head of the
Department of Oriental Languages and Literature between 1944 and 1954, when
he was retired. However, he did not stop working, and was appointed a visiting
professor at Harvard University. He was appointed a member of the Board of
Trustees of the American University of Lebanon and head of its Education
Committee. He was also elected a member in many numerous and societies in the
East and West, died in Princeton on December 24, 1978 (Cook, 1978).

3.2.  Hisworks:

History of the Arabs 1937 (translated into Arabic, Spanish, Portuguese and
Dutch), An Arab-Syrian Gentleman in the Period of the Crusades 1929, The
origins of the Druze sect 1929, Memoirs of Usamah ibn Monkidh (1930) and a
new edition was published in 1964, The Arabs: A Short History translated into
Arabic, German, French, Urdu and Turkish between 1943-1956, and History of
Syria Lebanon and Palestine (1951) translated into Arabic by George Haddad and
Abdul Karim Rafik under the supervision of Gabriel Jabbour (Lebanon, Franklin,
1958), Lebanon in History, translated into Arabic by Dr. Anis Friha and reviewed
by Nicola Ziadah (1961), Islam and the West, 1962, Islam: A Way of Life, 1970,
and Capital Cities of Arab Islam, 1973. He also compiled a 660-page index of
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manuscripts for the Princeton Library in 1938 with the assistance of Nabih Faris
and Boutros Abdul Malik. He helped scrutinize the Fleischer Dictionary,
identifying two thousand English words for their Arabic origins, words that had
come from Andalusia, the Dardanelles, and the Middle East. Among his Arabic
studies in Europe were Arab and Islamic studies at Princeton University (The
World of Islam review, 1941), and the first Arabic book printed at the Princeton
Press, 1942 (Akiki, 1964).

3.3. His Articles in Arab reviews:

The Colonization of the Syrians between the Two Eras, Syrian Immigrants in
the United States of America, Oriental Sciences in the United States of America,
History of the Study of Oriental Studies in Europe, America in the View of an
orientalist or Eight Years in the United States of America, A Brief History of the
Differences between the Sects, A Study in the Life of Ussama Ibn Munkidh and
the Book of contemplation, The System of the Notables in the Notables of the
Scholar Jallal al-Din al-Suyuti, Two Days in Paris in Which He Met the
Orientalist Clément Huar, The Eastern and the Western, America after an Absence
of Four Years (Notes and Observations), Notable Figures of Arab Medicine,
History of the Arabs, Arabization in the United States of America, The Preference
of the Arabs over Science, Is Arb Union Possible? in English, The Preference of
Arab Civilization over Western Civilization, which is a brief summary of seven
lectures he gave at the University of Sao Paulo in Brazil in English, Arab
Nationalism: Did the Aras Know It?, and It is Time for the Arabs to Reclaim Their
Glories (Akiki, 1964, pp. 150-151).

4. The intellectual background of the historian Philip Hitti:

The sectarian background controlled Philip Hitti's intellectual orientations, as
he is a Maronite Christian, and his attitude is the position of those who came
before him from the Christians of the East or what is commonly called the
Christians of the Levant, and they benefited from absolute Western support on the
cultural level, as their formation is based on Western thought foundations through
their entry into its schools that were established in the East in the post-
organization period, which is an extension of the privileges that the West
gradually obtained from the Ottoman State (Azzawi, 2003).

Philip Hitti and other historians were graduate the American University of
Beirut, which was previously known as the Syrian Evangelical College, and he
was neither a Westerner nor an Orientalist as some wanted to describe him, but
he was an Arab and part of Arab of the East by his own admission (Hetti, 1921).
He became Westernized and explored the depths of the active white man who
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acknowledges his economic progress, but acknowledges the Arabs civilizational
precedence and their achievements and influences throughout the various events
of history.

He considered the occupation of Constantinople to be the beginning of the Age
of Empire and the Ottoman rule of the East in his view was a period of
colonialism, and the Ottomans were intruders in the East, as well as in North
Africa (Hitti, El Arab Tarikh Moujazz, 1991), although historical facts refute what
he went to, and for that reason he tries to establish the idea that the Ottoman
influence in the western of the Mediterranean was to practice piracy, and he
considers Algeria exclusively the largest gathering of slave trade in the world, and
that piracy is the main source of income for the Ottoman states in North Africa
and for Algeria, which he described as the general headquarters of privatering
(Hitti, 1950). He even slandered the Ottoman history, and this is evident in his
writings and in the writings of other Orientalists who were biased against the
Ottoman lands.

He considers it an expansionist, invading empire that practiced occupation and
piracy throughout its rule, and he introduced the idea of jihad among the Arabs to
get rid of the Ottoman rule, which he labeled them as foreign. He also claimed
that the period of Ottoman rule in the Arab countries was featured by stagnation
and backwardness, and he says As for the continuation of the decline the Arab
countries suffered from the control of the Ottoman Turks, who did not represent
cognitive or intellectual cultural traditions (Hetti P. , Aana Lilarab an yestaredo
Emjaadahom, 1958) We see him questioning the transfer of the caliphate from the
Abbasid Caliph Al-Moutawakkil (d. 1543) to Sultan Selim | (1470-1520), and in
his opinion the first reference to the title of Caliph among the Ottomans dates back
to the 18th century (Hitti, 1950), and in the context of his talk about the sectarian
conflict between the Druze and the Maronites (1860-1861), we noticed him
accusing the Ottomans of stirring it up under the eyes of other European countries
that are also not beyond suspicion (Hitti, Tarikh Syria Lebanon and Palestine, 1959).

As for Arab nationalism, according to Hitti, the Christians are the ones who
created this term. He believed that it began in the latte half of the 19" century,
while some researchers believe that it was actually at the end of the 19" century
and confined the honor of its emergence to the Christians of the East (Ferroukh,
1953). Abu Khaldun Sati al-Hussari disagrees with him and believed that Arab
nationalism found its way in the East with the outbreak of the Arab Revolution in
1916 (Hossari, 1951).
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Hitti’s opinions came in the context of his discussion of the modern history of
Lebanon and he implemented a deconstructive approach to sever the connection
between two regions, one of which was subordinate to the other, and it was
unreasonable to exclude this historical fact that was a reality for four whole
centuries.

Of the strategy of influence and being influenced that he utilized even when
talking about the Arabic language and the extent of its notion on the Turkish
language. He confirmed that the influence did not go beyond the boundaries of
politics or food! He mentioned a few words such as Pasha, Bayrak, Balta, Jawish,
Burghul, and Qawarma (Hitti, 1950). However, in our view, this is not enough to
judge thorny and complex cultural issues. The Turkish language was also
influenced by Arabic, and it was natural that there is a similarity, influence, and
being influenced between the Arabic, Turkish, and Persian languages because
they are Eastern languages. This makes us certain that the Ottomans were not
invaders (Echinaoui, 1980). If they were truly invaders, they would have imposed
their absolute rule and language, as is the case with many countries that imposed
their language and culture on others by force. We mean the Western colonial
countries that did not receive the criticism that the Ottoman Empire exposed to
and still, in terms of scaling criticism, until the present time.

5. Conclusion:

In our follow-up of some of Philip's opinions, we were able to come up with
some remarks, including that his stance sided with the opinions of orientalists and
Western historians who were biased against the Ottoman Empire for religious or
ideological reasons.

He was also not objective in his opinions, but rather always sought to take an
extremist position driven by sectarian backgrounds nourished by Western ideas
and mindsets related to his culture derived from the schools in which he was
graduated throughout his academic education.

It seems that the Western influence on the people of the East was strong due
to the activity of missionary missions, schools, institutes and hospitals that spread
throughout the Levant, and that influence it is lasting until now.
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