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Abstract:

Paying tribute to an Algerian family that dedicated their lives in educating
youth and spreading knowledge for over a Century, in the city of Fes. Unfortunately,
unknown in its hometown, that is the Family of Ben Djelal. Originally from Algeria
and under the unstable circumstances, it moved from the city of Tlemcen to settle in
the city of Fes. This family occupied prestigious positions due to the high regards
granted to them by the Saadi Sultans. They played a huge role in reviving the
monotheist doctrines of al-Senouci and changing the social status of scholars that was
based on austerity.

This humble work is intended to track all sources of this Tlemceni scholar
family that did not receive much care from Algerian researchers and build up a
complete picture about it.

key words: Tlemcen and Fes, Ben Djelal family, Fatwa, teaching, students.

* Dr. Saidani Mahfoudh
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Algerian Family Ben Djelal al-Tlemceni:
One hundred years of scientific contribution in Fes
(10t™-11% Century Hijri / 16 -17" Century)

Introduction:

In the 10th century Hijri/ 16th century, the Middle Maghreb witnessed a period of
political and military unrest, resulting in the decline of the central authority of the Zayanid
and Hafsid power, to be replaced by the Sufi leaders to counter the expansionist campaigns
led by the Spanish Christian forces on the Maghreb coasts. At the time, the Ottoman forces
were exploring the Western Mediterranean basin and trying to defy the Spanish presence
in order to bring the central Maghreb under the banner of the Ottoman Empire in the name
of the State of Algeria.

Under this charged atmosphere, filled with hostility and war between several parties,
particularly in Tlemcen, in the west of Algeria, many scholars decided to leave for other
regions seeking for safety and better conditions, to spread their message. The scholar
Mohamed Ben Djelal al-Tlemceni was one of them, who became famous particularly in
the city of Fes, and was considered as one of its most eminent scholars, jurists, preachers
and teachers. Furthermore, many distinguished scholars have graduated under his hands
and guidance.

Out of respect to this honorable family, it is imperative for us as Algerians to shed some
light on this quite unknown personality and his family. Provided that historical records and
writings did not do them justice, this modest work is an attempt to introduce this little-
known personality in our history, and highlight aspects of his life in Tlemcen and his
academic training, and the reason for his departure and settlement in Fes. We will also
discover his contributions in spreading knowledge and serving the community where he
lived, and how much esteem and reverence were paid to him, so that his name reached the
sky, especially what his students attributed to him and praised him for. His family members,
children and grandchildren after him carried the flag of knowledge in Fes. So who is the
founder of this family? What are his scientific contributions? Who are the members of his
scholar family?

In order to answer those questions, we consulted several Old manuscripts and
contemporary sources and references such as: Ahmed al-balwi in his book “Thabt Abi
dja‘fer Ahmed al-balwi”, Al-fessi in his book “Miraat el-Mahacen”, Al-Ifrani in “Safwat
men Intachar”, and lbnAsakir in his book “Dawhat El-nachir”. As for books of biography
we consulted IbnMeryem Al-tlemceni in his book “Al-bostan”, 1onAl-Qadi in his book
“Durrat Al-Hajjal”, Al-Kadiri in “Nchr Mathan” and many others who are not listed here
due to conciseness.
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Al-Tansi

1- Origin of the Ben Djelal family:
Based on the historical records and writings that 4

traced this ancient Tlemceni family, its origin goes

back to what Mohamed Ben Djelal said to his sons, || Youssef al-Maghrawi || Al-Waazani ||
relying on the assertion of Ibn Bashkwal according |

to which the origin of their lineage goes back to: N

« Maghraw ben Mohamed ben Khazrun ben Aban Al-Wajdiji Al-Balawi
ben Othman ben Affan may God be pleased with yy

him». And Some of those who wrote biographies

have doubted the validity of this lineage, notably Abd al-Rahman Ben Djelal

Al-Haydaki (Al-hydaki, Tabakat, 2006:352) and el- T

Kadiri (Kadiri, Mathani, 1977:75), based on what 1bn
Khaldun reported in his book “Diwan al-Ibar” that
«Maghraw ben Yasaltan ben Misra ben Zakia ben
Warsik ben al-Dayrat» And to him is connected Said al-Mugri
“Maghrawa” of “Zanata” (khldoun, 2000: 33), and
also to what lbn Hazm said and explained in the
book “Jamharat ansab al-Arab” about the lineage

Mohamed Ben Dijelal

A

Figure 1-1 Chain of Narration and Education

and branches of Sidna Othman ben Affan, may God
be pleased with him. Therefore, it appears that their origin is linked to the Berbers rather
than to the Arabs (Kadiri, Mathani, 1977: 75).

The first mention of this scholarly family in Tlemcen dated back to around 895 AH/1490
AD, where it was mentioned by dja‘fer ben Ahmed ben Ali al-Balawi (Figure 2-1), who
during his scientific trip to the Orient, he passed through Tlemcen, and there he took
knowledge from several scholars, among them two figures of Ben Djelal family, namely:
al-Waazani and Youssef al-Maghrawi (achi, Thabt, 1983: 253).

1-1. Al-Waazani:

He is Abdullah ben Abd al-Rahman ben Yassad ben Ibrahim al-Maghrawi, known as
Ibn Djelal (achi, Thabt, 1983: 253). He took his knowledge from the great scholar Mohamed
ben Abdullah ben Abd al-Djalil al-Tansi al-Tlemceni, the author of “Al-Durar and al-
Ugyan in the state of Bani Zayan”, who died in the year 899 AH (Al-tlemcani, Al-bostan,
2014: 429-431). Al-Balawi attended the lessons of Al-Waazani, in explaining the book of
“Al-Rawdah al-Nadiyah” (achi, Thabt, 1983: 253.).

Next to Al-Balawi, Mohamed ben Musa Al-Wajdiji Al-Tejini (Figure 2-1) also took his
knowledge from Al-Waazani, the teacher of Abd al-Rahman ben Djelal, father of
Mohamed (Makhlouf, 2003: 400).

1-2.  Yusuf Al-Maghrawi:

He is Yusuf ben abd al-Rahman ben Yasaad ben Ibrahim Al-Maghrawi. He taught Al-
Balawi several books such as “Al-Muwatta” and “Shihab”, where he went in depth. And
taught the book of Sciences of Hadiths of Imam Abu Amr ben Al-Salah at the end of the
9™ Century Hijri/15 Century (achi, Thabt, 1983: 249). It is worth noticing that the members

644



Algerian Family Ben Djelal al-Tlemceni:
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of this family dedicated their lives to teaching and passed it on generation to generation,
forming great number of scholars in the city of Tlemcen.

This raises the question about the lack of historical records, provided that this family is
well rooted in the city of Tlemcen, even Ibn Maryam (Al-tlemcani, Al-bostan, 2014: 429-431),
who was historian of the time didn’t mention much about Ben Djelal family, nothing about
the reason for their migration. So, what is the reason for this silence? Is it because of the
competition between families or what?

2. Mohamed, Founder of Ben Djelal family (908-981 AH / 1502-1574 AD)

2-1. The era of Ben Djelal:

At the end of the 15" century AD and due to the weakness of the central authority, the
city of Tlemcen entered a period of political chaos, becoming an easy target for foreign
interventions, especially the Spanish. This instability provoked a revolutionary movement
against the rulers of Tlemcen, contributing to the entry of the Ottoman power into Algeria
and expanding their influence in Tlemcen. A military conflict broke out between the
Ottoman and Spanish empires over the installation of the Ziani ruler and to whom he was
loyal. Therefore, the state of insecurity prevailed in the rural and urban communities of
Tlemcen (Filali, 2002: 77).

In the midst of these events, several questions were raised especially « Seeking help from
the enemy and spilling Muslim blood between parties in conflict» . Therefore, Scholars
from the city of Tlemcen turned to their Saadi neighbors and asked them for help to address
the situation. Thus, the campaign of Mohamed Sheikh Al-Saadi took place in 957 AH/1550
AD (Kadiri, Mathani, 1977: 125). Unfortunately, after defeat against the Ottoman power, they
retreated. Abu Zayan Ahmed Il was removed from office and his brother, Al-Hassan ben
Mohamed ben Abdullah I, was appointed in his place as the ruler under the Ottoman
control (Filali, 2002: 78-79).

Perhaps Ben Djelal was one of those notables and Sheikhs who called for the Saadi
campaign. With the defeat of the Saadi troops, it became certain that after the Ottomans
seized control of the city Tlemcen would not appreciate those who called for this war.
Subsequently, Mohamed ben Djelal and others had to retreat with the defeated army to Fes.
They were welcomed warmly, and occupied prestigious positions. As part of the Ottoman-
Saadi war in the Western Maghreb, two major migrations of scholars towards Fes were
registered: the first one during the reign of Sultan Mohamed Sheikh al-Mahdi (961 AH/1554
AD), and the second one during the reign of his son Sultan Abdellah al-Ghalib (968 AH/1562
AD (Najmi, 1998 : 3052).

Al-Manjur indicated in his index that a group of Tlemceni scholars entered Fes and
worked as teachers: «I also learnt from a group of scholars, who came from Tlemcen to
Fes» (Al-Manjor, Fahras, 1976: 78), which indicates that a large number of scholars
immigrated and settled in Fes. The cultural and civilizational decline witnessed in the city
of Tlemcen during the Ottoman era is the best proof of the departure of its best scholars.
Its academic status declined compared to other cities, such as Algiers, the new capital of
Ottoman governorate (ben Khrouf, 2006: 80).

645



Saidani Mahfoudh

2.2. His birth and education:

He is Mohamed ben Abd al-Rahman ben Ahmed ben Abd al-Rahman ben Djelal al-
Maghrawi al-Tlemceni (Al-Kattani, Zahrat al-as, 2015: 284), known as ben Djelal (Makhlouf,
2003: 413), and Ibn Maryam added to him in “al-Bustan” the name al-Waazani (Al-tlemcani,
Bostan, 2014: 447). He was born in 908 AH/1502 AD in Tlemcen. He grew up there under
the care of his father. He received his education like the rest of his peers and memorized
the Quran and hadiths, interpretation and other religious sciences and rational sciences
(Nwihed, 1980: 78), the most important of which is the science of theology in which he
excelled, particularly the doctrines of Imam Abu Abdullah ben Yusuf al-Senouci (died 895
AH/1490 AD) (Najmi A. , 2000: 64).

He knew logic, doctrines, jurisprudence, interpretation, hadiths and other sciences (Al-
Kattani, Zahrat al-as, 2015: 284-285), and he was a pioneer in writing the doctrines of
monotheism, with public and private testimony such as that of Al-Yussitiny (Al-Hafnawi,
Taarif, 2013: 1112-1114), and his student Ibn al-Qadi mentioned in “Durrat al-Hijal” that he
was the preacher and mufti of Fes (Al-Qadi, durrat, 1971: 214). Al-Katani in “Salwat al-
Anfas” mentioned him saying: He was: « The sheikh, the imam, the jurist, the eminent
scholar, the mufti of Fes, the preacher of its great mosque, the dean of its scholars and the
sheikh of its doctrine» (Al-Kattani M. b., Salwat, 2014: 40).

2.3. His sheikhs:

He took knowledge from many great scholars of his time in the city of Tlemcen, those
who made huge impact on shaping his personality, insight and doctrines (Figure 3-1):
Mohamed ben Musa was at the time the jurist and mufti of Tlemcen (died around 940 AH),
the distinguished and competent jurist Said Al-Manoubi, and the investigative professor
Ahmed ben At’Allah and the jurist Al-Nawazli Abdel Malik Al-Barji in tafseer (Al-Kattani
M. b., Salwat, 2014: 40) who is considered the last Tunisian scholar to come to Tlemcen and
settles there until his death (Najmi A., Ma‘lamat, 1998:3053), Ahmed ben Zakaria Al-
Maghrawi, Ahmed ben Youssef Al-Miliani (Al-Qadi, durrat, 1971: 214), and others.
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Abdel Malik Ahmed ben Said al- Al-Kafif Mohamed Ahmed ben
Al-Barji At’Allah Manubi (Doctrines) ben Musa Yousef Miliani

A
Ahmed ben Zakaria |
Al-Maghrawi h

Mohamed Ben Djelal

Mohamed Youssef Mohamed Said Ahmed al-
al-Kassar al-Fessi al-Murabit al-Mugri Manjur

A

Ahmed al-
Mugri

Figure 0-1 Sheikhs and Students of Mohamed Ben Djelal

As for the Sufi side, he took guidance from a group of companions of Abu Abdullah al-
Senouci, and from Ahmed ben Yousef al-Rashidi al-Miliani, who was the mentor of his
father Abd al-Rahman, and his close friend. He also visited him several times in his zawiya
with his father located in his hometown of Ras al-Ma in Qal'at Bani Rashid and blessed
him (Al-Kattani A. K., Zahrat al-as, 2015: 285), and for this reason he was mayor of the
Rashidiya Sufi order (Najmi A., Sufism, 2000: 65).

2.4. Fleeing Tlemcen and settling in Fes

Although Mohamed ibn Djelal spent more than half of his life in the city of Tlemcen,
unfortunately no historical documents or records were found, especially from historians
interested in scholar families. All that we found, here and there, that he was an Imam and
a Mufti and that he was the Sheikh of Said al-Mugri (Al-tlemcani, Bostan, 2014: 447). On the
contrary, after his migration to Fes many historical records extended his description and
his whereabouts, so that we could form a complete picture about his life and activities.
Therefore, the question that keeps recurring is why nothing was found about him during
his life in Tlemcen?

He migrated to Fes at an age of 50 years old during the days of Sultan Abu Abdellah
Mohamed Sheikh Sharif al-Saadi, and no historical evidence explained the raison of his
migration. Only, al-Katani in his book “Zahrat al-Aas” said that he moved without any
pressure (Al-Kattani A. K., Zahrat, 2015: 284). Therefore, we assume that he left the city of
Tlemcen seeking refuge from the prevailing instability.

Mohamed Ibn Djelal was one of the leading figures of Sufism to arrive to Morocco from
Tlemcen during the Saadi era (16" century). He was a pioneer and a distinguished scholar
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in theology (logic) that was spread and taught in Tlemcen by the two Imams Mohamed Ben
Youcef al-Senouci (895 AH/1490 AD) and Ahmed Ben Zakari (899 AH/1493 AD). He learnt it
from al-Kafif, who was their companion, and revived this knowledge among Moroccans,
alongside with his fellow scholars. Hence, lbn Djelal taught, interpreted and wrote
numerous explanations about them, particularly the works of al-Senouci and integrated
them into the local religious doctrine and guidance in Fes. Therefore, he was considered as
one of the highest chains of transmission that remained important among scholars in
indexes (Najmi A., Ma‘lamat, 1998: 3053), explanations, footnotes and biographies.

2.5. His characteristics :

Several qualities appeared in this distinguished personality, which incited his students
and those who wrote about him to highlight these qualities. We let his student, Ahmed al-
Manjur, tell us about him in his index: « He was deliberate, firm, calm and generous »(Al-
Manjor, Fahras, 1976: 78), and according to al-Katani, he had a good character, Well-oriented
morality, with dignity, great determination, generosity, virtue and intelligence (Al-Katani A.
K., Zahrat al-Aas, 2015: 284).

Nevertheless, some did not approve his good looking appearance, his elegance in
dressing and horsemanship. Al-Ifrani, for instance, cited from the index of Abu Naim, that
Ibn Djelal was the first jurist to dress elegantly and ride horses, contrary to the custom of
the jurists of Fes, who were characterized by austerity, lack of luxury and distance from
leadership. After he was followed by his peers, he was accused of changing the customs of
the profession through his practice. Al-Ifrani and Abu Naim agreed that science was dead
and four prayers were due for the funeral (Al-Ifrani, Safwat, 2004: 101). Furthermore, Hadji
Khalifa said in “kachfe el-dhnoune” that when regulated schools appeared in the country
some scholars denied the salaries and wages allocated to them, and said: «Devoted scholars
were occupied by knowledge for its honor, then later on, low people seized it to become a
profession »(Khalifa, Kachfe, 1941: 22.)

This shows how the Sufism maintained its order by rejecting any new ideas that might
put their order in jeopardy. Therefore, compromising the austerity custom is considered as
a deviation from the prevailed conduct of scholars, as said Abu Naim and Al-Ifrani.The
Sheikh Rudwan al-Janawi rejected the Fatwa issued by Mohamed Ben Djelal, granting
permission to have wages and salaries from endowment and Wagqf, and considered it
innovation and doubtful matter. Therefore, he refused the salary allocated to him by the
Sultan, alongside with his fellow Qadis. Later on, Mohamed Ben Djelal responded that it
was permitted to take the salary and that he carried the burden of his Fatwa on his shoulders
and his neck, but Sheikh Rudwan al-Janawi replied that he doesn't eat from anyone's neck
(Benala, 2007: 138).

3. Official positions and functions:

The fame of Mohamed Ben Djelal family became widespread during the Saadi era due
to the positions they occupied, especially when it was in charge of the largest Islamic Centre
in the city of Fes, which was al-Qaraween Mosque. It ensured its management and
administration that was the largest financial institution in the region. This showed the
magnitude of responsibility assumed by this family, inherent from the high regards given
to them by the Sultan.
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Mohamed Ben Djelal held important position in the eye of Saadi sultans, and they
appointed him as a judge, head of Fatwa, imam, preacher and teacher at al-Qaraween
Mosque. He was one of the scholars and notables summoned to Marrakech, which is why
Sultan Abdallah al-Ghalib took him during his trip to Souss in the year 980 AH/1572 AD,
where he preached and gave lectures (Hadji, 1976: 357). lbn Asakir, one of his
contemporaries, said: « He is a professor of theology and he is the imam. He started
teaching and preaching in the Al-Andalus mosque to move towards Al-Qaraween»
(IbnAsakir, Dawhat, 1977: 123). Al-Kadri in “ al-Mathani” said: «His days of educational
leadership in Fes extended until he grew older, and many people gained great deal from
him » (Kadiri, 1977: 91). All these jobs he occupied during his lifetime brought him fame
and gave status to his children and grandchildren after him.

3.1. Sheikh of the community of Fes and Judiciary:

From what Mohamed al- ‘rabi al-Fessi said in his book “Miraat el-Mahacen”, Al-Katani
in “Salwat al-Anfas” and al-Hafnawi in “Taarif al-Khalaf” regarding the character of Ibn
Djelal, that he was the dean of the scholars and the sheikh of the community in Fes (Al-fessi,
Miraat, 2002: 86). This position means the first judge in the city of Fes, the imam of the
jurists, and the leader of scholars, he was entrusted with Al-Qaraween Mosque (El-omrani,
1996: 313).  This position was exclusively granted to the most eminent jurist, chosen under
several conditions of piety and breadth of culture (Benala, 2007: 90). He was appointed
judge to Fes, by a royal decree, at the end of Rajab 962 AH / June 1555 AD (Al-Kattani A.
K., Zahrat al-Aas, 2015: 284-285), four years after his coming to Fes.

3.2. Fatwa:

It is considered one of the highest positions, assumed by those who possess politeness
and religion. The Saadi Sultans paid much care and attention to it and tolerated no
negligence, anyone who appeared to violate it was expelled and punished (Benzaydan, Al-
Aizo, 1962: 55). The judge was promoted to the rank of Mufti, who was appointed by royal
decree (Marmol, Africa, 1989: 146). That was the case for Abd al-Wahid al-Wanshrisi, after
the death of his sheikh Ali ben Harun, he was promoted to mufti, after 18 years working as
a group judge (951 AH/1545 AD) (Hadji, 1976: 146). However, Mohamed ben Djelal directly
assumed Fatwa when he was Sheikh of community, by orders of Mohamed al-Sheikh al-
Saadi (Benabdallah, 2001: 627-628).

3.3. Imam and Preacher of Al-Qaraween Mosque:

Preaching and leading Al-Qaraween Mosque is an important position due to the
acquired prestige and influence, through its religious and political role and its financial
income (Gagne & Said, 1982-83: 358) The Imam of Al-Qaraween Mosque was responsible
for monitoring the earnings of the wagfs and distributing charity on the poor (Al-Wazzan,
wasf, 1983: 223).

Mohamed Ibn Djelal was a preacher of Al-Andalus Mosque for eight years, then he
moved to Al-Qaraween Mosque for thirteen years, and during this long period he was the
imam of imams and the editor-in-chief of the doctrines of monotheism in Fes, where he
excelled by the testimony of everyone who knew him, such as Al-Yustini (Al-Hafnawi,
Taarif al-Khalaf, 2013: 1112-1114). This prompted the Saadi Sultans, after his death, to
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appoint his sons and grandchildren as preachers. Such a privilege was only granted to the
few, and Ben Djelal family took control of the imamate of Al- Qaraween and Al-Andalus
Mosques, the largest Mosques in Fes. All these privileges, during the Allawit era, went to
Al-Fessi Family for a long time as well (1180-1328 AH / 1761-1910 AD) (Al-fessi, Miraat, 2002:
32).

3-4. Teaching:

He was one of the most eminent scholars in the mental and rational sciences. Mohamed
Ibn Djelal sat teaching in the academic chairs of Al-Qaraween and other institutes affiliated
to it. Consequently, he received significant salaries from the waqfs of chairs or books and
endowments from Al-Qaraween (Gagne & Said, 1982-83: 358), which he obtained by royal
decree. He also stood for testimony and writing (notary), and He was also gifted in the
teaching of the monotheism doctrines in Fes (Al-Hafnawi, Taarif al-Khalaf, 2013: 1114), which
helped his children and grandchildren to assume these positions later.

Very prominent scholars and jurists were his students and graduated under his guidance
in Tlemcen, Fes or Taroudant. They all provided positive testimony about his mastery and
depth in various sciences, notably jurisprudence, principles and theology that he revived in
the city of Fes. Said al-Mugri, for instance, was one of them back in Tlemcen, whose fame
reached the sky, so that he was sought after from the near and the far to gain his knowledge
(Makhlouf, 2003:413). Besides, Sheikh Ahmed Al-Manjur said: «I have benefited from him
in beliefs, jurisprudence, hadiths, literature and other things »(Al-Manjor, Thabt, 1976: 78).
His contemporary historian Ibn Asakir in his book “Dawhat el-Nashir”, said about him:
“He is a professor and imam of theology. He started teaching and preaching at Al-Andalus
Mosque, later he moved towards Al-Qaraween. He was one of those who held high
positions for a long time until older age. Many people benefited greatly from him.
»(IbnAsakir, Dawhat, 1977: 123). Abd al-Rahman al-Tamanarti spoke in his book “el-fwaid
al-djamt” that Mohamed Ibn Djelal came to Souss with Sultan Abdullah al-Ghalib al-Saadi
in the year 980 AH, he stayed there for a year teaching in the Mosque of Taroudant, and
his scholars learned from him, Mohamed Ibn Djelal contributed to spreading the doctrines
of Sanusi monotheism in Morocco by teaching the major, middle, and minor doctrines, and
he held a high authority in this matter.This is what his successors followed after him, and
they were known for it.(Al-Qadi, Jadhwat Al-lktibas, 1973 : 206).

3-5. His death:

After spending fifty years in Tlemcen and twenty-three years in the city of Fes, where
he assumed very prestigious positions related to teaching, scientific education, preaching,
the imamate and issuing Fatwas, Mohamed Ben Djelal devoted his life to knowledge until
his last day. This was expressed by his contemporary historian 1on Asakir saying: « He was
one of those who held high positions for a long time until older age. Many people benefited
greatly from him »(lbnAsakir, Dawhat, 1977:123). Similarly, Al-Kadri said that he devoted
himself to knowledge, serving it and facilitating it for people to benefit from it, until he
returned his soul to its creator on the Ramadan 8™, 981 AH (Al-Manjor, Thabt, 1976: 78).
Others said he died in 980 AH (Al-Hafnawi, Taarif al-Khalaf; 2013: 1113). He was buried,
according to al-Katani, in his tomb near Sidi Abi Ghaleb (Al-Kattani A. K., Zahrat al-Aas,
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2015:285). He left behind him a record full of his works, preserved by his students, children
and grandchildren.
4. His sons behind him:

All male descendants of Sheikh Mohamed ben Djelal inherited knowledge and they
almost took over the imamate and preaching at Al-Andalus Mosque and Al- Qaraween
Mosque (Figure 5-1). Furthermore, they kept custody of fatwa, monitoring of endowments,
teaching and they stood for testimony (notary), some of them were part of chains of
narration in the famous beni-aljed al-Fessi. The history of this active scholar family, in the
city of Fes, spanned for over a Century, extending from the year 957 AH/1550 AD until
1079 AH/1668 AD.

By 13" Century Hijri (19 Century), the name and fame of this family went extinct, except
for his granddaughter and her daughter keeping their money as endowment on the imam
and students of a Mosque located in the Laayoune district in Fes (Najmi A. , Ma‘lamat, 1998:
3051). Al-Katani in his book “Zahrat al-Aas” said that the members of this family had
disappeared from the city of Fes.

As for his descendants, he had two sons of the name of Mohamed; the older was named
al-Murabit and the younger was named Hamou (Figure 5-1).

Mohamed Ben Dijelal
Mohamed Hamou Mohamed al-Murabit
Ahmed Ahmed Abd al-Rahman
Abd el-Aziz Ahmed Abd al-Salam
Ahmed Mohamed el-Khayat
Figure 0-1 Family Tree of Mohamed Ben Djelal

4-1. Mohamed al-Murabit (died 1008 AH):

He is Mohamed ben Mohamed ben Abd al-Rahman ben Djelal al-Maghrawi al-
Tlemceni. He was the older son of Mohamed ben Djelal, known as “Mohamed the Elder”
to distinguish him from his younger brother, Mohamed Hamou (Najmi A. , Ma‘lamat, 1998:
3053). Al-Ifrani identified him as «the jurist Abu Abdullah Mohamed al-Murabit, son of
Imam Mohamed ben Djelal al-Maghrawi»(Al-Ifrani,Safwat, 2004: 190). Al-Kadri said of him
in “Iltikat al-Durar” that he was nicknamed Al-Murabit (Al-kadiri, Iltikat al-Durar, 1983: 34).
The author of “Al-Salawah” said: «The jurist, the preacher, the famous scholar... he was a

651



Saidani Mahfoudh

devoted jurist. He took from his father and from Abu Al-Qasim ben Mohamed ben Ibrahim
al-Dakali Al-Mishnazaai and others. »(Al-Kattani M. b. Salwat al-Anfas, 2014: 42).

He took over the preaching at al-Qaraween Mosque six months after his father’s death,
then, he moved to the Andalus Mosque (Al-Qadi, Jadhwat Al-Iktibas, 1973: 66). Mohamed al-
Katani in his book “Fes, the capital of the Idrisids” considered the father and son among
the preachers of al-Qaraween Mosque (Al-Katani, Fes, 2002: 60). EI-Haydaki said that he
contributed in many scientific disciplines, indicating the extent of his knowledge (Al-hydaki,
Tabakat, 2006: 352).

No record was found about his date of birth, he died on the night of Sunday
Muharram 10, 1008 AH / August 1, 1599 AD. He was buried near his father, He followed
his father's approach to Sufism in the manner of Rashidia, and he memorized the Sanusi
monotheistic doctrines until he became one of the greatest scholars and teachers. (Al-
Kattani M. b., Salwat al-Anfas; 2014: 42).

4-2. Mohamed Hamou (died 1015 AH):

Al-Kadri identified him as «Abu Abdullah Mohamed, called Hamou ben Mohamed ben
Abd al-Rahman ben Djelal, the preacher of the two Mosques of al-Andalus and al-
Qaraween» (Al-kadiri, Iltikat al-Durar, 1983: 47). Abdullah Al-Fessi described him in his
book “Al-I’lam” as: «The eloquent preacher, the eminent jurist, Al-baraka, Sidi Mohamed,
famous for Hamou ben Sidi Sheikh al-Saleh, the distinguished scholar, the famous mufti,
Sidi Mohamed ben Imam al-Saleh Sidi Abd al-Rahman ben Djelal» (Al-Fessi, Al-I’lam, 2008:
78).

He succeeded his brother Mohamed al-Murabit as preacher and imam of al-Andalus
Mosque, and also the supervision of endowments. Mohamed Hamou died amidst the events
that occurred in the city of Fes after the death of Saadi Sultan Ahmed Al-Mansur in Jumada
al-Thani 26, 1015 AH / October 29, 1606 AD (Najmi A., Ma‘lamat, 1998: 3053). Other sources
stated the year 1013 AH / 1604 AD (Al-kadiri, Iltikat al-Durar, 1983: 47), and this difference
may be due to the large number of events in this period.

4-3. Ahmed ben Mohamed al-Murabit (died 1048 AH):

He is Abu Abbas Ahmed ben Mohamed al-Murabit ben Abd al-Rahman ben Djelal, the
jurist and the preacher (Hadji, Mawsouat, 2008: 1361). He was in charge of preaching, fatwa
and teaching in Fes, and among his students was his nephew Abu Abbas Ahmed ben Abd
al-Rahman (Najmi A., Ma‘lamat, 1998: 3052). He was also the preacher and imam of al-
Qaraween Mosque until he was dismissed from his position due to old age and senility on
Rabi‘ al-Awal 22", 1045 AH/November 4", 1635 AD (Kadiri, Mathani, 1977: 336).

4-4, Ahmed ben Mohamed Hamou (died 1014 AH):

He is Abu Abbas Ahmed ben Mohamed Hamou ben Mohamed ben Dijelal. Like his
grandfather and father, he was the preacher of al-Andalus Mosque in Fes (Najmi A,
Ma‘lamat, 1998: 3052). He took knowledge from his teachers al-Darawi, al-Hamidi and al-
Saraj Ibn Imran, and his father Mohamed Hamou, the preacher of al-Andalus (Al-Fessi, Al-
I’lam, 2008: 47).

4-5. Abd el-Aziz ben al-Murabit and his son Ahmed.

He is Abd el-Aziz ben Abd al-Rahman ben Mohamed al-Murabit ben Mohamed ben
Djelal, he was described as the righteous jurist and lived around 1047 AH/1638 AD. As for
his son Ahmed ben Abd el-Aziz, also described as the righteous jurist, was alive around
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1056 AH/1646 AD. They were important figures in issuing documents and contracts
(notary) in “Smat al-‘dul” (Al-Kattani A. K., Zahrat al-Aas, 2015: 284-285) in Fes next to al-
Qaraween Mosque.

The appointment to testify was in the hands of the judges. They granted permission to
those who were known for their justice, integrity, insight, knowledge of document science,
and had good grasp of the language, especially the knowledge of religious duties. This
position was granted by royal decree (Benabdallah, 2001: 103-104), and each judge had a place
in “Smat al-‘dul”, which was close to their teaching chairs of the Mosque or its affiliated
schools (Hadji, The intellectual, 1976: 118).

Notaries were the only ones who have the right to testify. They acted as legal witnesses
and assistants to the judge. They edited notary documents such as inheritance, will,
compensation, rental and purchase contract, and provide the judge with required data to
make his decision. These documents only became effective or official after being signed
by the notaries and approved by the judge (Berque, 1949: 72), namely: completion. Since the
majority of notaries were scholars, they used the Fessi calligraphy to encrypt contracts and
edit documents in order to prevent counterfeit (Al-fessi M., 1988: 258). These notaries
received commission from clients based on the importance of the documents they prepared
for them; sales, marriages, inheritances, etc. The amount is based on personal generosity
and it was enough for them to live a life of subsistence and chastity (Hadji, The intellectual,
1976: 118).

4-6. Ahmed ben al-Murabit (d. 1079 AH):

Abdullah al-Fessi, the author of “Al-I’lam”, said about him: «The sheikh, the imam,
the skillful critic, the jurist, the preacher, Abu al-Abbas Ahmed ben Abd al-Rahman ben
Mohamed al-Murabit, the son of Sheikh Abu Abdullah Mohamed ben Abd al-Rahman ben
Djelal al-Tlemceni ». He was a long-time preacher at the Al-Anani school, competent in
linguistics, and he was one of the companions of Sheikh Abd al-Kader al-Fessi (died 1091
AH/1680 AD). He took knowledge from him and became a distinguished scholar, best in
religion, well versed and mastering grammar and jurisprudence (Al-Fessi, 2008: 222).

He took knowledge also from a group of notables, including his father Abd al-Rahman,
Abu Abbas ben Imran, Ibn Ashir, and his uncle Ahmed ben Mohamed al-Murabit, who
died in the year 1048 AH (Kadiri, Mathani, 1977: 180), and from Abu Abdullah Mohamed
al-‘rabi al-Fessi (died 1052 AH / 16421 AD), Mayara, Al-Kharoubi and others. He also asked
Sidi al-Butiwi to teach him from the book of doctrines of Al-Senouci * al-Sughra”, but he
told him to wait. After investigated his character he said to him: “I have been informed that
you are a scholar and have received knowledge from Abd al-Kader al-Fessi”. Among his
notable students were the great authors Abd al-Rahman al-Fessi (died 1096 AH/1685 AD) and
his cousin Mohamed al-Mahdi al-Fessi (died 1109 AH/1698 AD). Al-Kaderi and al-Fessi
stated that he died suddenly in the year 1079 AH/1668-7 AD (Al-Fessi, Al-I’lam, 2008: 222).

4-7. Abd al-Salam ben Djelal (died 1089 AH):

He is Abu al-Faraj Abd al-Salam ben Abd al-Rahman ben Djelal. He was one of the

notaries of Fes. He died on Sunday, Rabi‘ al-Thani 22", 1089 AH/August 10", 1678 AD
(Al-Fessi, Al-I’lam, 2008: 250).
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4-8. Mohamed al-Khayat ben Ahmed ben Djelal (died 1089 AH):

Al-Fessi, the author of “Al-I’lam”, described him as: «The venerable jurist Abu
Abdullah Mohamed al-Khayat ben Ahmed ben Abd al-Rahman ben Djelal. » and took
many of the sciences from Sheikh Abu Mohamed Abd al-Kader al-Fessi. He attended his
lectures of knowledge and benefited from him to be a distinguished scholar. He died of the
plague on Tuesday, Rabi" al-Thani, 1089 AH/July 1678 AD (Al-Fessi, Al-I’lam, 2008: 251).

These are the most important members of this venerable family which marked the
history of the city of Fes, and remained linked to its origin, the city of Tlemcen.
Unfortunately, the lineage of this family ceased to continue. Abd al-Kabir al-Katani (died
1350 AH/1932 AD) told us in his book “Zahrat al-Aas” that the members of this family went
extinct from the city of Fes (Najmi A., Ma‘lamat, 1998: 3051).

5. What this family left behind:

This family was so dedicated to teaching and upbringing of men that did not find time
for writing books of their own because we find no manuscript written by any of them only
descriptions written by their students. They inherited knowledge in their family and spread
the monotheism doctrines of Sheikh al-Senouci, and they preserved the Rashidi order.

Mohamed ben Djelal, founder of this family, studied in Tlemcen and taught and
educated many scholars in Tlemcen, Fes and Taroudant. He revived and spread various
sciences to all corners of the world. Countless scholars had emerged under his guidance
that could not be enumerated in this modest work. Nevertheless, we shall mention only a
few of them (Figure 3-1): Said al-Mugri, Yousef al-Fessi, Ahmed al-Manjur, Radwan al-
Janwi, Mohamed al-Kassar, Ahmed Ibn al-Qadi.

5-1. Abu Othman Said al-Muqri:

He is Said ben Ahmed ben Abi Yahya ben Abd al-Rahman ben Belaish al-Mugri, the
jurist of Tlemcen, its scholar, mufti and preacher at the Grand Mosque for forty-five years.
He learned jurisprudence, principles and logic of Mohamed ben Djelal and was involved

in many disciplines of science, mainly monotheism. He taught and educated many people
(Al-tlemcani, Bostan, 2014 : 217-218).

5-2. Yousef ben Mohamed al-Fessi (died 1013 AH / 1604 AD)

He is Abu al-Mahasin Yousef ben Mohamed al-Fessi, a jurist and virtuous Sufi. He
left the Grand Palace and moved to Fes in 988 AH / 1580 AD. There he built “Al-Zawia
al-Fessiya” in 1004 AH /1595 AD and organized scholarly councils for students and others
for the Murids to recite the supplications of Shadhiliya and left a number of scholar sons
(Hadji, The intellectual, 1976:364-365). He learned from Ibn Djelal and was his companion,
and took from him the interpretation, principles, jurisprudence and “Al-Kubra and al-
Sughra” of al-Senouci (Al-Kattani A. K., Zahrat al-Aas, 2015: 285). In the book “Ibtihaj Al-
Kolob” al-Naiji said: “Sheikh Abu al-Mahasin learned the doctrines of monotheism from
him, and he was competent in this field, according to the public and private testimony such
as al-Yustini and others” (Al-Kattani M. b., Salwat al-Anfas, 2014: 41).

5-3. Ahmed Al-Manjur (died 995 AH/1584 AD),

He is Ahmed ben Ali Al-Manjur Al-Meknessi, the Imam of Fes and its eminent
scholar in philosophy, mathematics and readings, as well as interpretation, to hadiths,
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jurisprudence and doctrines. He learned from Ibn Djelal and spent half a century moving
between Al-Qaraween and his home and traveling to Marrakech. He was good at teaching
and speaking (Hadji, The intellectual, 1976: 360). His chair was full of students at Al-
Qaraween due to the eloguence of his expressions and the elegance of his language. When
his fame reached the Sultan Ahmed Al-Mansur, he summoned him to be his personal
teacher. He had several chairs and councils in Al- Qaraween and others, such as the
interpretation chair and the hadith chair for Sahih Muslim between the two evening prayers
(Al-Kattani A. K., Zahrat al-Aas, 2015: 224).

5-4. Mohamed ben Qasim Al-Qassar (d. 1012 AH / 1604 AD)

He is Mohamed ben Qasim Al-Qaisi, famous for Al-Qassar. Al-Kadri described him
by saying: «The Sheikh, the Imam, the model of Al-Anam, Hujjat Al-Islam, the scholar,
the genealogical scholar, the memorizer of evidence, the narrator, the inquirer, the
overseers, Abu Abdullah Sidi Mohamed ben Qasim ben Mohamed ben Ali, nicknamed Al-
Qassar, the Andalusi Al-Gharnati Al-Qaisi, originally from Fes »(Kadiri, Mathani,1977: 86).
He learned from his Sheikh Mohamed ben Djelal, and was famous for the accuracy of his
thinking and extensive research. The chairs of interpretation, hadith and jurisprudence were
awarded to him at Al-Qaraween, and he was the sheikh of hadith scholars in his time (Hadji,
Jawalat Tarikhiya, 1995: 270-271).

5-5. Ahmed ben Al-Haj (1042-1109 AH / 1632-1697 AD):

He is Abu Al-Abbas Ahmed ben Al-‘rabi ben Mohamed ben Ali ben Mohamed ben Al-
Haj Al-Fessi Al-Harithi Al-Mardassi Al-Sulami, one of the famous scholars of Islamic
sciences. He was born in Fes and studied there under the guidance of Abu Zaid ibn Al-
Qadi, and attended the chair of Sheikh Abd al-Kader al-Fessi (Al-Kattani A. K., 2015: 285).

5-6. Mohamed ben Abd al-Kader al-Fessi:

Al-Kaderi described him by saying: “The great imam, the scholar, the famous
knowledgeable, the imam of scholars, the leader of the hadith scholars, the jurist, and the
master of understanding, master investigator” (Kadiri, Mathani, 1977: 151). He took
knowledge from the jurist Mohamed al-Murabit ben Djelal.

We couldn't find any books for this family, so we just cited some of those who
studied it.

Conclusion:

In summary, we traced back the origin of this scholarly family through what historian
stated about them and we found that it started originally from Tlemcen, an Algerian city,
but their fame and impacts resonated in the city of Fes. The respect and reverence that this
family received was so prestigious that they took custody of all scientific positions and
education for over a Century.

Since Sheikh Mohamed ben Djelal and his family captured the hearts of the public
and private people, the Saadi Sultans appointed them at the head of imamate, preaching
and teaching in both Al-Qaraween and Al-Andalus Mosques and spread the knowledge all
over the world. Many distinguished and eminent scholars graduated under their guidance
and inspired them in both scientific and Sufi sides.
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They stood for testimony in “Smat al-Adul”, next to the Al-Qaraween Mosque and
they were responsible for monitoring the earnings of the wagfs and distributing charity on
the poor. They revived the doctrines of Al-Senouci and introduced the appearance of
comfort in the life of scholars instead of austerity.

Although the founder of this family is considered a high authority in the Rashidi order
belonging to the Shadhiliya, they did not create a Zawiya in the city of Fes. Unlike their
student Abu al-Mahasin al-Fessi, who created a Zawiya which then expanded and gave
status to his family. Mohamed al-Tijani would also come from Ain Madi and establish a
Zawiya for himself during the reign of Sultan Suleiman Al-Alawi, and these Zawayas are
still mentioned today. As soon as the lineage of Ben Djelal family ceased to continue, all
their privileges went to Al-Fessi Family. Such is the rule of God in his kingdom.
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