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Abstract:

Our article adressed the reality of digital citizenship in the age of the Internet, between
those who say that the democratic ideal and true citizenship have been achieved, especially in
its dimensions of freedom, equality, and participation through the availability of significant new
media, and those who say that digital technology is dangerous and that it carries a low digital
culture.

The article focuses on questioning the discourse of optimists, as it is prevalent in our Arab
context, based on critical insights into aspects of digital technology closely related to the
essence of digital citizenship. The article begins by reviewing the most important trends towards
digital citizenship, and adopts among them the critical contextual approach. whose proponents
argue - despite their theoretical acceptance of these opportunities - that technology companies
and media empires dominate digital culture, overwhelmed with entertainment to such an extent
that prevents thinking - awareness: the necessary condition for dealing properly with the
sweeping flood of digital culture and thus for the establishment of critical digital citizenship.
This confirms the need to establish a new digital literacy that qualifies children and youth for
this desired citizenship.

Keywords: digital citizenship, new media, cultural studies, hegemony, new media literacy.
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