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Abstract:

This study aims to provide a methodical elucidation of the rhetorical strategy
employed by classical Arabic grammarians in issuing grammatical rulings on matters
that deviate from normative grammatical correctness. Among the key examples are
Sibawayh’s (d. 188 AH) concept of necessity in poetry, Ibn Faris’s (d. 395 AH)
notion of linguistic diversity and the difficulty of encompassing it, Ibn Madda’ al-
Qurtubi’s (d. 595 AH) use of analogical reasoning, and the theories of origin and
branch and analogy according to Ibn Jinni. These represent instances where
grammarians resorted to grammatical interpretation as a legitimate argumentative
tool in the processes of analogy and deduction. The rhetorical power of grammatical
interpretation was supported by probabilistic reasons and logical justifications
according to the necessities of linguistic and contextual conditions. Consequently,
the process of describing and explaining the phenomenon of grammatical
interpretation reveals that it serves as a form of analogy that grammarians use to align
exceptional cases and deviations with the foundational rules of grammar, without
violating the established norms and constraints of the grammatical system.

Key words: Grammatical interpretation; causal reasoning; analogy; argumentative; grammatical
rules.
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