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تنشر البحوث الأكاديمية والدراسات الفكرية والعلمية والأدبية التي لم يسبق نشرها من  مصنفةالمعيار مجلة علمية -
 قبل.

 بتيسمسيلت. الجزائر. جامعةدورية تصدر مرتين في السنة عن  -

 ت العربية والفرنسية والانجليزية.تقُبل البحوث باللغا -

 ضرورة وجود مختصر أو تمهيد للمقال سواء باللغة العربية أو الأجنبية.-
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 (. 41(، وفي الهامش بالخط نفسه حجم)41( حجم )Times new romanالفرنسية بخط )

 APAعلى طريقة أسلوب لإحالات تكون الهوامش وا -

 صفحة. 41صفحات ولا تتجاوز  08لا يقل حجم البحث عن  -

كما أن ترتيب البحوث  المواد المنشورة تعبر عن آراء أصحابها، والمجلة غير مسئولة عن آراء وأحكام الكتاب. -
                                                            .                                              يخضع لاعتبارات تقنية وفنية
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 كلمة العدد
       

 عليكم،لسلام ا    

عليكم مجلة المعيار ككل مرة في مجلد جديد وعدد جديد، يحمل في طياته تطل 

العدد بمقالات من داخل وخارج  ايتميز هذكالعادة و  ،العلميةمجموعة قيمة من المقالات 

ى الميادين، سواء كانت أدبية، قانونية المواضيع المختلفة في شتر من تحوي الكثيالتي  الوطن

 واجتماعية. اقتصادية، وسياسية

 .العدد الثاني عشر،المجلد الخامس هذا ستجدونه في كل 

 على إرضائكم بما تقدمه من أبحاث 
ً
إن هذه المجلة مجلتكم وإدارتها حريصة جدا

كما نسأل الله تعالى أن  .مودراسات، نتمنى أن يلقى هذا العدد الذي بين يديكم استحسانك

 لوجهه الكريم وأن ييسر لنا الاستمرار في عملنا هذ
ً
 ايكون عملنا هذا خالصا

      

 

 المدير المسؤول عن النشر

 د. عيساني امحمدأ .                                                                                                      
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Abstract: 

            Terminology is an essential part of scientific research, forming the core of 

knowledge development. Without clear definitions, conceptual understanding becomes 

difficult. Scientific disciplines use linguistic principles to create and organize 

terminology, contributing to the shaping of their identities. Although Ferdinand de 

Saussure made fundamental contributions to linguistics, Arabic terminology continues 

to face significant interpretive challenges. This study aims to clarify the nuances of 

linguistic terminology and Saussure's theory of the linguistic sign by exploring the 

conceptual framework of this theory. It also examines the state of linguistic terms in 

contemporary Arab culture and Saussure's approach to linguistic phenomena. The main 

findings reveal the intrinsic connection between the signifier and the signified, 

challenging Saussure's concept of arbitrariness by highlighting inherent contradictions. 

The study revisits Saussure's theory, uncovering its complexities and calling for a 

reevaluation of established linguistic norms 

Keywords: linguistic term; Linguistics; Linguistic sign, language; tongue 
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Introduction: 

Language is a comprehensive human faculty. It is a system of linguistic 

signs that individuals use to communicate and express their various material and 

moral needs. The science that deals with the study of language is Linguistics, 

which studies the rules of the human tongue in a scientific study. However, this 

term has remained undefined among linguists. For this reason, the research will 

attempt to shed light on the reality of the linguistic term by defining its conceptual 

structure, specifically, the terms that frame it. Saussure's theory of the linguistic 

sign is based on the descriptive approach based on the conceptual and systematic 

analysis of these terms. 

A relevant question emerges as scholars struggle to define linguistics exactly, 

especially in light of its interactions with other knowledge domains like grammar: 

What does Ferdinand de Saussure consider to be the true understanding of the 

language phenomenon? Moreover, what is the ultimate goal of language research? 

2. Study Concepts 

2.1. Terminological definitions: 

Linguistics: One of the most prevalent issues in scientific study is nomenclature. 

The growth of disparate scientific terminologies highlights the difficulty of 

reaching consensus in the context of today's rapid scientific and technical 

advancements. A term is essentially a word that academics have come to agree 

upon as having a particular scientific meaning. ”  

This definition emphasizes the constraints and requirements that control the 

creation of scientific terminology, with agreement and accuracy in nomenclature 

being crucial. The term and its referent must align, which is accomplished by 

avoiding verbal overlap, synonymy, and semantic ambiguity. However, these 

specifications are not met in the term linguistics, which results in multiple uses of 

the same term. 

Definition Difficulties: The term "linguistics" does not enjoy unanimous 

consensus among scholars and enthusiasts engaged in contemporary linguistic 
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inquiry. Despite its widespread usage, some individuals, whether due to ignorance 

or oversight, opt for alternative terms such as "linguology," "philology," or 

"grammar." This variance contrasts with the standardized terminology observed 

in French linguistic discourse, referred to as "linguistique."  Linguistics,” There 

is a difficulty in accurately defining the term “linguistics,” and Mustafa Galfan 

attributes this difficulty to two things : 

There is a difference in perceptions and goals that linguistic study seeks to 

achieve. 

The confusion between linguistics as a scientific practice that studies language 

and other fields of knowledge that also deal with language, such as grammar and 

philology. 

3. Linguistics/Grammar: To avoid any possible misunderstandings between the 

two fields, it is essential to distinguish between linguistics and grammar. 

Grammar is commonly regarded as a normative framework that analyzes and 

studies language methodically. Because of his fundamental contributions to the 

area, Abu Al-Aswad Al-Du'ali is considered the father of Arabic grammar. 

Grammar has always been charged with examining language patterns and 

identifying correct and incorrect linguistic expressions.  

Grammar does explore the prescriptive principles guiding language use. 

Grammarians view language not so much in its current forms as in their idealized 

version. The grammarian's job is to create a model or standard for the language, 

not to analyze language as it is being used (la norm, the norm)( The Philosophical 

Dictionary states that the standard ( norme) is a material or moral model of what 

something should be. In ethics, it is the example of good behavior, in aesthetics: 

the standard for judging a work of art, and in logic the rule of correct conclusion(  

Which is intended to prevail and continue.” Linguistics "refrain from issuing 

judgments and evaluation, whether it involves intention or spelling because it is 

not based on classifications of error," even as the discipline shifts away from the 

normative (prescription) and instead adopts a descriptive vision away from all 
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subjectivity. And what is proper, not according to the categorization of the good 

and the bad. 

Hence, a clear distinction emerges between grammar and linguistics in terms of 

their methodological approaches. Linguistics adopts a descriptive stance, aiming 

to elucidate and interpret linguistic phenomena devoid of normative judgments. It 

focuses on documenting what is uttered, eschewing any prescriptive directives. 

Conversely, the grammarian endeavors to codify rules governing language usage, 

emphasizing the sounds and structures adhering to these rules while disregarding 

deviations. Consequently, phrases such as "not permissible," "neglected," and 

"weak saying" frequently recur in grammatical analyses to denote instances 

deviating from established norms. 

Grammar is indeed a practice that seeks to study the structure of the language to 

establish the rules by which it follows. However, it is not “an inherent structure 

in the language. It studies the art of successful communication... in a way in which 

thought is expressed completely and clearly through the forms of expression that 

we choose. Therefore, grammar is a study.” A specific effectiveness, not the study 

of a specific system of grammar, vocabulary, or sentences. It lies in clarifying and 

justifying the principles of successful performance or the correct understanding 

of that effectiveness.  

John Lyons summarizes the most important differences between linguistics and 

grammar as follows: 

Linguistics is considered an independent science; It has a subject, a method, and 

a terminological system. As for grammar, it has never shied away from being 

influenced by philosophical ideas, as it has always been in constant contact with 

Aristotelian logic. 

As grammar pertains to the ideal form of human language (the standard), its 

purview is primarily restricted to the written form, neglecting the spoken aspect. 

In contrast, linguistics encompasses both spoken and written language, inclusive 

of revived dialects. 
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Linguistics describes all human languages, as it seeks to build a linguistic theory 

that is characterized by the qualities of generality and abstraction. For this reason, 

it was able to impose itself as a theory and method, while grammar focuses on 

distinguishing correct structures from incorrect structures only. 

2.2 The ambiguity of the term linguistics: 

Many terms are used as an alternative to the foreign term ( linguistics ), including 

the term linguistics, which is frequently repeated by those interested in linguistics 

in contemporary Arab culture, so it is necessary to shed light on this phrase, which 

has created a kind of chaos that afflicts the linguistic term. The terms Arabized or 

translated for this term have reached twenty-three terms, including language 

sciences, linguistic studies, linguistics, and modern linguistic studies. 

Linguistics has emerged as a prominent theory and methodology, owing to its 

interdisciplinary nature and receptiveness to various fields that engage with 

language as a subject of inquiry. Language, in its broadest sense, constitutes a 

fundamental aspect of human cognition, extending beyond the confines of 

linguistics to encompass other academic disciplines. Consequently, the term 

"Science du language" is inherently ambiguous, as it does not exclusively denote 

linguistics but encompasses all cognitive domains concerned with the study of 

language.  “We saw that the basis of confusion and ambiguity is the general 

definition given to linguistics, (Linguistics is the scientific study  of language)” 

Furthermore, while the foreign equivalent of "linguistics" is "Linguistics" in 

English and "Linguistique" in French, the term "linguistics" finds its foreign 

counterpart in French as "Science du langage." This discrepancy in translation 

underscores a significant difference in terminology between the two languages. 

2.3. Saussure's dualisms: 

There are three aspects related to the reality of the linguistic phenomenon 

according to de Saussure: 

Langue/Parole: According to Ferdinand de Saussure, langue is an inherent aspect 

of human nature and a universal phenomenon, that exists within all individuals. 
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In this regard, language transcends limitations, regulations, or precise definitions, 

at least currently. Scholars widely concur that this innate faculty represents a 

predisposition within humans to utilize diverse systems of sounds within society. 

The manifestations of language, in this context, become apparent and solidify 

within the realm of societal interaction, crystallizing at a secondary level.  

Language is a human faculty par excellence that appears. Clearly at the second 

level, which is the tongue, that is, a special system of language. Ferdinand de 

Saussure argues that: “For us, the tongue (parole) differs from the language. 

Parole is not a specific part of the language as a general phenomenon. It is a 

collective product of the language and a set of conventions that society adapts to 

allow individual speakers to practice this language. ” Based on the chain of 

transmission, Saussure talks about the language and its relationship to language, 

and the differences between them become clear as follows : 

Parole is part of the language in its human sense. 

Language is social and constitutes a recognized system within a particular 

linguistic group. 

Language is multiple and heterogeneous and can be standardized, while the 

tongue can be standardized at all linguistic levels. 

Parole is acquired 

Language is an innate phenomenon in humans. 

This indicates that language is based on the foundation of language and society, 

which is what Ibn Khaldun spoke about, when he defined language, saying: 

“Know that language, in common knowledge, is the speaker’s expression of his 

intention, and that expression is a linguistic separation arising from the intention 

to benefit speech, so it must become an established faculty.” In its active member, 

which is the tongue, and it is in every nation according to their conventions.”  The 

concept of language according to Ibn Khaldun is compatible with what Ferdinand 

de Saussure arrived at. 
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The duality of langue/speech/: The distinction between language and speech is of 

great importance because it allows for defining the subject of linguistics. Mustafa 

Gholfan distinguishes between tongue and speech in the following points: 

Langue is considered a linguistic system that exists in itself, within a specific 

human group, such as the Arabic language, and the French language. 

The speech is based on the principles of custom and humility. 

Concerning parole, Each person has their own method of applying the language's 

general structure, therefore it is an individual performance connected to the 

application of the rules and their own will, so the individual feels a kind of 

freedom as he carries out this activity . Language, as a multiple and heterogeneous 

human phenomenon, is a topic covered by various fields of knowledge and 

belongs to the individual and collective fields at the same time, which makes 

subjecting it to description and classification difficult. The language lacks 

homogeneity, and given this methodological impasse, it would be more effective 

to research the second level, which is characterized by harmony in its structure, 

and this characteristic is only achieved in the tongue. As a conclusion, the study 

of language as a linguistic phenomenon includes two aspects: 

First: Langue: as a basic system governed by strict rules and laws. 

Second : Parole: It is the language's secondary accomplishment. That is the use of 

the tongue's particular faculty in exercise. This brings up the question of shared 

knowledge in speech creation. The speaker derives his expressions from a 

linguistic reserve that he inherited from the society to which he belongs. 

Therefore, Ibn Khaldun considers that knowledge of the systematic linguistic laws 

alone is not sufficient to perform the faculty of speech. The phenomenon of 

speech requires training in socially accomplished methods of speech . ” This 

means that Ibn Khaldun believes that speech is part of the social system, but he 

did not ignore the intrinsic characteristic that distinguishes each speaker from the 

other. 
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Therefore, there is a close relationship between the langue and parole, as there is 

a close connection between them. The tongue is necessary for speech to achieve 

the concept of communication, and for this process to take place, the individual 

must control the laws of the system of tongues. “However, the individual aspect 

of speech is very important in determining the process of communication, as it 

reflects the communicative ability of the speaker ( La compétence communicative 

), which is a concept that contemporary linguists consider essential in the study of 

speech. ” 

Moreover, historically, speech precedes language. Saussure posits that any 

evolution within language fundamentally originates as an individual 

transformation, with speech catalyzing language's development and progression. 

Thus, any alteration within linguistic terms commences initially at the level of 

speech, subsequently disseminating through the community's regulation and 

formulation of its rules. Therefore, Saussure’s action of excluding speech from 

the subject of the linguistic study is an act that is far from correct, and one must 

be convinced that “speech only works to achieve the system of the tongue since it 

is not possible to reach the knowledge of the tongue except through speech and 

the behavior that it determines among speakers.” 

 However, parole serves a distinct purpose, particularly for the individual, in 

expressing personal sentiments and desires that may not necessarily align with 

collective or shared societal norms. This divergence arises from the emotional 

depth inherent in personal experiences, allowing speech to convey individualized 

perspectives and emotions unique to each individual.”Therefore, parole can be 

regarded as the foundation for the tongue's growth. As the speaker performs the 

speech, he is affected by the faculty of the tongue. Both of them achieved the 

concept of communication, so Charles Bally came and restored speech.                 

3.1. Epistemology of the sign: 

To create a logical cognitive framework and dispel myths, this study paper will 

aim to precisely comprehend the linguistic sign theory, especially the nominalist 
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theory, which is based on philosophical ideas that linguistics has long since 

abandoned. Any effort that falls under the purview of epistemological analysis 

must begin with the presentation of fundamental premises for epistemological 

discussion. Since epistemology assesses a particular kind of knowledge, namely 

scientific knowledge, these premises function as a framework for deriving 

cognitive insights and epistemological values relevant to linguistics."  

The nominal theory, which is predicated on a rational, philosophical idea, is the 

first essential premise. This idea is based on the idea that the tongue is just a list 

of names that represent various objects in the outside world. This idea is referred 

to as nominalism. Consequently, Ferdinand de Saussure disapproves of this idea 

for the reasons listed below : 

The nominalist theory assumes the existence of ready-made a priori concepts 

before words; That is, thought is an entity independent of language, but the matter 

is otherwise, and the evidence is the difference between languages in their use of 

linguistic signs. 

The language is not only a list of words and names, but there are other structural 

categories: such as letters, verbs, etc. 

The relationship between language and thought varies from one language to 

another, according to what each language makes available to its users. It allows 

the representation of the external world and awareness of it. Each linguistic 

community has its perception. 

2.3. The concept of the linguistic sign according to Ferdinand de Saussure: 

Saussure rejects the nominalist viewpoint and posits that language transcends a 

mere correspondence between words and concepts existing in the external realm. 

Instead, the linguistic sign ("Signe Linguistique") establishes a connection 

between a concept ("Concept") and an auditory image ("Image acoustique"). In 

essence, the linguistic sign does not directly link a name to the external entity but 

rather attributes to the external entity a conceptual representation ("Image 

conceptuelle"), corresponding to the auditory image. This auditory image, albeit 
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not the actual sound, captures the psychological effect of the music and the feeling 

it gives the listener. Saussure attempted to avoid the ambiguity that accompanied 

some of the nomenclatures mentioned in the nominal theory, and he came up with 

more precise and clear terms to express the components of the sign. Accordingly, 

Since the spoken audio group is the signifier, he substitutes the terms signifiant 

and signifié for auditory image and notion in that order, while the signified is a 

group Characteristics are evoked in us by the signifier . ” 

3.3. Criticism of the linguistic sign according to Ferdinand de Saussure: 

Linguists have criticized Saussure heavily, perhaps the most important of which 

is the following : 

It is observed that Saussure's framework excludes the notion of reference 

("Référent"), effectively disregarding the external world. Instead, the linguistic 

sign evokes a mental image in the mind, This then depicts an image of the 

reference that is present in the outside world. This mismatch in the sign-to-

reference relationship emphasises how mental images take precedence over actual 

connections to outside sources. 

Saussure asserts the arbitrariness of the sign, contending that the connection 

between its two components—the signifier and the signified—is inherently 

arbitrary ("arbitraire"). By arbitrariness, Saussure means that the signified is not 

inherently tied to the signifier by any inherent relationship; in essence, there exists 

no inherent connection between the phonetic element and the perception (i.e., the 

concept). Put simply, no natural constraints are compelling the contrast between 

this signifier and the signified. 

The meaning of The relationship between the signifier and the signified is one of 

humility and consensus among the speakers of the same language, and 

arbitrariness has nothing to do with randomness. 

Therefore, the idea of arbitrariness had many reactions, as more than one 

researcher pointed out the ambiguity that surrounds it, “such as presenting the 

sign as an entity independent of the rest of the adjacent signs, whether the adjacent 
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ones are linear or commutative, and as consisting of a signifier and a signified, 

each of which has its own autonomy.” In addition to Emile Benveniste, who 

criticized the concept of arbitrariness and described it as a absence of uniformity 

by bringing the signified (the reference) back into the arbitrary relationship 

between the signifier and the signified, where Saussure had previously removed 

it, and elevating it to a crucial component, as there is a contradiction in Saussure’s 

conception of the sign. According to Saussure, arbitrariness lies between the 

auditory image and the reference. 

Conclusion: 

Linguistics strives to understand human language scientifically and objectively. 

Saussure's theory of the linguistic sign, a cornerstone of linguistic study, remains 

a subject of debate. Key findings include the inseparability of Saussure's dualities, 

the ambiguous nature of his concept of arbitrariness, and the recognition of a 

fundamental connection between linguistic elements beyond arbitrariness. This 

research underscores the need to re-evaluate established linguistic theories for a 

more holistic understanding. 

Linguistics, as a field of study, endeavors to understand human language with 

scientific rigor and objectivity. However, among Arab researchers, linguistic 

discourse has been marked by ongoing debates. Consequently, this research 

sought to delve into Saussure's theory of the linguistic sign, recognized as a 

foundational element in linguistic inquiry and subsequent cognitive theories. 

The research findings are as follows: 

1. Despite the apparent dichotomies in Saussure's framework, the relationship 

between these dualities proves to be inseparable. 

2. Saussure's concept of arbitrariness is characterized by ambiguity and 

contradiction, complicating its interpretation. 

3. Beyond the signifier and the signified, the arbitrary character of the linguistic 

relationship appears at many levels of the language, including the signified.  
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4. In contrast to Saussure's theory, there appears to be a basic connection between 

these linguistic aspects as the link between the signifier and the signified is 

required rather than arbitrary. 
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