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Abstract:

The novel "Shelf of the Day" by Saudi writer Najwa Al-Otaibi is part of science fiction literature, which transports
us to the world of the future based on science and technological race. Perhaps the dystopian trend appears in the fact that
the novel was placed in the context of an epidemic, which is Corona, after it was marketed as a global conspiracy to control
humans, as if the writer wanted to indicate that these needles and injections were not to repel the disease, but rather they
are chips used to control and direct people's minds. She inquires about how life is in light of this development and its
nature, because, given what is being produced on a global level, many of the obstacles and difficulties of life have been
made easier for humans in the era of globalization and commodification, but it has also surrounded their lives with dangers,
censorship and tyranny as a result of the intervention of machines and technology and restricting their movements to
respond to the necessary update in the scientific and practical field. Our aim in this research is to know the mechanisms of
dystopian employment that the writer used and their manifestations at the level of content, and what is the goal that the
writer aims to achieve through its employment? And did dystopia contribute to achieving a kind of creative difference in
the novel at the level of form and vision?.

Keywords: dystopia, utopia , digitalization, machine, technology
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