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Abstract:

This scientific paper deals with digital media between ethical responsibility and
practice, as it deals with the historical eras in which the media experienced major
transformations through the transition from traditional media to new media to
circulate information in different communication spaces, as well as the organizational
goals that the media seeks to achieve.

This study which is based on legal, historical and socio-cultural approaches,
stressed the ethical and professional responsibility of digital media on the one hand,
and on digital education in facing the risks of unlimited and unconditional flow within
the so-called war of minds, which, according to jurists, involves modern technologies
for information and communication within Fifth generation wars.
key words: Digital media, ethic responsibility, media practice, information and
communication technologies.

* Omar Rekia
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Introduction:

Through this paper, we are trying to highlight the most prominent features
of digital media and the new prospects in which media content grows as media
technologies evolve with distinct and advanced mechanisms on the mechanisms
applied in traditional media that were dealt with in news and software circulation
as well as monitoring the new orientations of the nature of the communication
message, which no longer has barriers and obstacles to its spread, geographically
and not temporally.

The study also addresses in its themes the attempt to clarify and understand digital
culture and how it is used under the framework of disciplines, foundations and
ethics that limit absurdity from attempting to send media messages for hostile and
Inhumane purposes.
1- Conceptual and historical framework for Digital media:
a) Definition of digital media:

The recent emergence of communication and media technologies has brought to
the forefront of digital media and has been working its way hard among users and
exercising its role in successfully transmitting communication content,
synonymous with the new media concept, and these modern concepts are a feature
of the new era of media.

The definition of digital media among researchers, defined as the circulation of
traditional paper-based information through new technologies that use automated
computers and electronic publishing software to print, distribute and disseminate
information, is also defined by others as the use of modern technical means to
broadcast, send, receive or transmit written, visual and audio information; whether
texts, scenes, sounds, still or moving images; for the purpose of trading (Hilal Al-
Mezra, 2017. P 35).

These concepts reveal a new phase of media and telecommunications services that
differs from its predecessor in the age of traditional media such as newspaper,
radio and television Prior to the emergence of space broadcasting, and among
these conceptual descriptions of digital media, they are characterized by a kind of
transitional control by members of the public over the quality of the information
they choose, That is, the individual can be the editor of the magazine of their
choice. media", such as Facebook, blogs of all kinds, videos and digital television,
I.e. the audience became involved in the media, rather than being a recipient only
(Al-Badrani, 2017. P 21).
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b) About the Digital Révolution:

Although the computer revolution began since 1942 by “Howard Eakin”, but the
first use of the new media word was through Marshall McLuhan called it
telecommunications technologies in the early 1950s and specifically 1953, but the
concept emerged clearly at the end of the 1980s and the beginning of the 1990s,
which coincided with the advent of the Internet.

The digital revolution is characterized by a knowledge revolution in which
information is spectacularly multiplied. There has been no significant change in
the world's dynamic and evolutionary structure as it is today, and the encyclopedia
of the future has estimated that public scientific information is multiplying terribly
under the digital revolution. (Vernon 2016. P 127).

2- Features and tools of digital media:

The digital media and its tools are becoming more diverse, growing and intrusive
over time: interactive television stations, digital terrestrial television, Internet and
video television, electronic journalism, dialogue forums, blogs, social networking
sites and digital broadcasts, text messages and multimedia. One element of the
difference between new (digital) and old media is: Replacing physical units with
digital, or betas instead of atoms as key tools in carrying information, words,
Images, sounds and programs and communicating them in electronic form rather
than in physical form, and therefore distributed based on the new method, rather
than through paper, digital media has several characteristics that make it an active
position of users, including:
a) Interactivity

The idea of the new media is that the public has the ability to produce media
content from the formulation, editing and production of journalism using its
available technological means, so that he is the controller of what broadcasts and
sends, and verifies the exchange of roles between the sender and the future in the
communication process, the communication is two-way, and the interaction
means the ability of the recipient to respond to the message sent to him through
modern means of communication.
b) Freedom of media performance.

Another important feature of new media technology is that it has declared the
media freedom cap unprecedented s Internet ", anyone connected to the Internet
qualified him to be a publisher capable of delivering his message to all over the
world at a simple cost, Social networks such as Facebook, Twitter, blogs and news
groups in addition to the proliferation of smartphones, it attracted an infinite

1598



Omar Rekia

audience to discuss any topic that penetrated all geographical and temporal
barriers.
¢) fragmentation of the masses.

As a result of the multiplicity of modern means of communication, the diversity
and abundance of information and media production, the masses of the new media
are no longer the unified and homogeneous blocs themselves, but in our present
era have turned into small units, and everyone receives from their own outlet the
various materials that suit them. The number of choices for media consumers has
increased and their time has become distributed among websites, social networks
and smartphones. It has become difficult to control control, follow up on
information received or news reaching the public. This is a concern and challenge
in dealing with people, trying to figure out their ideas, their orientation and
seeking to satisfy them (Fulmer , 2016,P 73).
3- Objectives of Digital Media Legalization:

The legalization of digital media aims at protecting and expanding the circle of
digital content in order to support media trends associated with national
affiliation. It also promotes the right of access to information once produced,
thereby guaranteeing freedom of expression and respect for opinion and other
opinion.
Enshrining every citizen's right to create an Internet site is legally guaranteed
while respecting his right to personal and public prosecution in case of damage
caused by the content of the site The positive intervention of the State in the digital
and media content industry is therefore necessary to protect the national security
of the State and defend its features. The State also provides facilities and funding
sources for website projects by encouraging the establishment of information
centres (Briggs and Burke,2017, P 103).
This legalization process requires the establishment of regulatory bases that are
considered protection of the sender's intellectual property rights whatever its
nature and to the recipient as well. These bases allow for the reduction of negative
media dumping of information, by linking the topic of blocking sites to
cyberspace, and continuous monitoring of media content, especially with regard
to infringing on the freedom of persons and beliefs.

4- Features of digital media.

Digital media features can be limited to the following points:

* Diversity and Inclusion of Content: The Latest New Media Is A Quality
Revolution In Communication Content That Includes A Combination Of Text,
Photos, Audio Files And Video Footage
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* Multiculturalism and different trends between the parties of the communication
process.

* Free and accessible access to information.

*Expand media competition between different media and media channels.

* Growing role of the private sector in the field of media and advertising work.

* The emergence of new forms of media called "informing the individual" or
"citizen journalist" based on personal broadcasting and the production of media
content, through available modern technological means, smartphones, video
camera, design software, and various applications.

5- Ethical responsibility of digital media.

At the beginning of this pillar, we should mention the conceptual framework of
ethical charters and media responsibility. Ethical information charters are a set of
ethical principles that regulate the relationship of those working in a field and are
binding on them. This includes journalism charters, which are the set of
inalienable systems to which workers in this field are bound in both behavioral
and ethical terms in their work.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Sayed Mohammed explains that the Media Honour Charters
are a complementary part of media laws in practice and application, because these
charters do not have the force of law but the literary commitment to them is a
media custom that may rise with awareness to a stronger rank than the law (Tamar,
2012, P 67).

The importance of responsibility for media charters is as follows:

- Ethical charters provide media professionals with a sense of professional
subjectivity and move them towards the maturity of the profession, and increase
the rate of vigilance

Professional vibrancy.

- The ethical charters provide the professional community with an opportunity to
know itself, the duties it can perform, as well as the opportunity to criticize its
ideas and work towards reforming what it does.

- The existence of the Moral Charter indicates that the professional group
exercising a particular art or science has reached a single common understanding
and that this understanding contributes to its emergence as a unified group in the
form of a cooperating association or institution.

- The Moral Charter contributes to journalists' solidarity and enables them to
defend their freedoms and rights in various circumstances. (Qazadri ,2008,P 93).
We will refer to images and forms of ethical responsibility of media charters in
the digital media in particular, lending to all aspects of the media field in general,

1600



Omar Rekia

which we have divided by references and available sources into two sections, as
follows:

First: Ethical responsibility, including the charters of honor, lies in the
following aspects.

The ethics of the media's handling of its sources: the most important is the
principle of maintaining the confidentiality of sources or the so-called liberation
secret, which is an essential safeguard to assist the media in detecting corruption
and distortions in society, and the rejection of the principle of relying on illegal
means of obtaining news and information.

A special ethic of media interaction with the public: The first is not to prejudice
the private life of individuals who are keen to be free from publicity and
defamation, as well as the correction by the media of any wrongdoing they may
make against individuals and bodies.

Advertising ethics, including the need to distinguish advertising material from
editorial material by a clear sign to exclude readers' belief that it expresses the
opinion of the publishing media organization.

Media editorial policy ethics: honesty and accuracy in information materials and
reports, equity and balance and avoidance of misrepresentation or mention of half-
truths.

Ethics specific to fellowship rights among media professionals: refraining from
defamation, insulting a colleague, treating him with contempt or ridicule, or
accepting his work for pay. This also includes not impersonating the opinions of
others and attributing it to himself, or stealing a fellow's information material and
publishing it or broadcasting it as a deposit of the burglar.

Ethics of the media’s relationship with society and its values:

- Avoid spreading everything that encourages obscenity and vice.

- Do not influence justice in order to ensure its proper functioning.

- The media does not accept any emoluments, gifts, veiled bribes or phenomenon,
nor may the media combine its work with the collection of advertisements.

- The media has a high degree of impartiality so that it is motivated in its
journalistic or informational work in the public interest and not in the pursuit of a
personal or subjective interest (Nashwa ,2016, P 29).

Second: Responsibility of international and Arab instruments.

International public information instruments focus on, inter alia: Media
professionalism and the need to respect the recipient and keep information sources
confidential and avoiding exposing the privacy of others, and not pursuing illegal
methods of obtaining information and others emphasized the balance in the flow
of information between developed and Asian countries and Africa, With an
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attempt to introduce a new information system that preserves the rights of all
parties depending on the world's media developments In this context, two sections
of the Covenants can be distinguished:

1/International charters:

- At its eighteenth meeting, the General Conference of UNESCO issued a group
consultation document on media values regulations, which included some media
responsibilities: the media must verify or comment on the news it publishes. The
document also urged that the media should protect the dignity of the profession
and move away from dishonest ways of obtaining news.

- In 1978, most African and Asian States participated with the Non-Aligned
Movement in UNESCO meetings and agreed to establish a new information
system that would allow these countries to break the monopoly and focus in the
international media. The text on the media contains 11 articles, the most important
of which are: Affirm that the exercise of freedom of opinion, expression and
information is an integral part of human rights and fundamental freedoms is vital
for the consolidation of peace and international understanding, and stressed the
need to address inequality in the flow of news to and from developing countries.
In the 1990s, more than one charter on the ethics of media practice was signed,
including:

- The Windhoek Declaration 1991.

- Alma Ata Declaration 1992.

- Santiago Declaration 1994,

- Sana 'a Declaration 1996

All these charters emphasized the rejection of the concepts of Western control of
the media, and the need for free media flow.

2/ Arab Charters:

The first Arab Charter of Honor was issued in 1954 during the First Conference
of Arab Press in Cairo. The Conference approved the Charter of Arab Press and
affirmed the freedom of information and the preservation of the honor of the
profession and professional immunity.

At its third conference, held in Baghdad in 1982, the Federation of Arab
Journalists recognized the Media Action Charter, which included:

To abide by the objectives of the masses and the right of the Arab nation to unity,
freedom and progress. It also stressed the obligation of media professionals to
respect the private life of citizens without prejudice to their reputation and not to
disseminate their individual and family scandals.
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6- Digital culture.

The Internet and associated communications technology radically changed the
lifestyle of millions around the globe in a very short time, and hence the issue of
understanding the digital culture that requires looking beyond the surface of bright
technical devices to ask deeper questions about how to utilize technical means to
create a fairer world; socially, economically and politically. Thomas Vernon Reed
explains the literature on these topics, which he considers too broad and often
contradictory on the other hand, avoiding the propaganda clamor of technology
and its pessimistic vision, and presenting insightful brief discussions showing
how digital communication affects our lives, and reshaping the major social issues
of our time (9). The use of the concept of digital culture in its various dimensions
Is imperative for media men to acquire this culture. The media is one of the most
important sources of political culture among individuals. They are considered as
active institutions that contribute to the formulation of a public opinion attitude
compatible with the cultural nature of society, the crystallization of its values and
political trends and the determination of its political thinking (Nashwa ,2016, P 32).

Summary

This paper concluded that digital media is not a concept of media practice
and ethics of media work in light of the technological development and the
number the world knows This is what has left many legal gaps in which the
practice of online media activity or what has been termed multimedia media is
active away from legal materials and legislation, whether at the international,
regional or local level, regulating this type of media and legal control of its owners
and practitioners, Despite many experiences and legislative attempts in some
countries and by some governmental and non-governmental organizations But
this digital media will tire many states and governments and distract legislators
from the laws in this field, especially in the light of the cloud or satellite Internet,
which has become covering more than 36 countries in the world at a flow speed
beginning with 100GB/s, This feature, which does not allow the accurate
monitoring of messages and information circulating in the media in all kinds,
makes the information arrive and disseminate in record time and to the largest
number of receivers. The Internet has discontinued isolation from isolated and
distant areas. Thus, digital media has achieved its goal through the development
of the Internet.
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