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 شروط النشر وضوابطه
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 قبل.

 بتيسمسيلت. الجزائر. جامعةدورية تصدر مرتين في السنة عن  -

 تقُبل البحوث باللغات العربية والفرنسية والانجليزية. -

 بية أو الأجنبية.ضرورة وجود مختصر أو تمهيد للمقال سواء باللغة العر -

 تخضع البحوث والدراسات المقدمة للمجلة للشروط الأكاديمية المتعارف عليها.  -

 البحوث للتحكيم من طرف اللجنة العلمية للمجلة.تخضع  -

     (.41)وفي الهامش بالخط نفسه حجم  (،15)حجم  (Traditional Arabic)تتم الكتابة بخط  -

الفقرات والمصطلحات والكلمات باللغة الأجنبية داخل البحوث المكتوبة باللغة تتم كتابة البحوث كاملة أو  -
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 كلمة العدد
     

      

جلد الااع  شرا تواصل مجلة المعيار مسارها العلمي دون توقف، وقد بلغت العدد الثاني من الم  

، حيث شارفت شلى سنتها الااععة شرا من الصدور دون توقف، فهي بذلك وفات 0202من سنة 

 .داخل وخارج الوطنمن من أساتذة وطلبة حثين افضاءات شلمية لكل الب

فكعادته احتوى هذا العدد شلى دراسات وأبحاث متنوشة، شملت كل التخصصات، فتناول شلى     

العلوم، أما في الأدب فقد تناول العدد أبحاثا حول  سبيل المثال مواضي  في فلسفة التاريخ وفلسفة

تناول الباحثون،  التاريخ، والنقد الأدبي وقضايا النثر والرعا، وفي شلم البلاغيةوالأدبية الدراسات 

بحاث في النراطات البدنية والاياضة. وأخاى ذات الطاع  إلى أ وكذاقضايا اجتماشية مهمة، 

 بالإضافة الى دراسات أخاى بلغات اجنبية. الاقتصادي والقانوني،

 نأمل من كل الباحثين المهتمين بالبحث العلمي التواصل معنا.    

 

 

 
 المدير المسؤول عن النشر

 د. عيساني امحمدأ .                                                                                                      
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Abstract: 

The present study aims first at highlighting the teaching materials used in the reading 

course, then, identifying the Algerian teachers’ and EFL students’ attitudes towards 

the integration of e-reading materials in reading comprehension. To collect the 

necessary data, two research instruments were employed: a teachers’ interview and a 

students’ questionnaire. The obtained results revealed that the population under 

investigation showed a positive attitude towards the integration of online materials as 

part of the reading comprehension course due to their importance in creating a context 

for English teaching and learning. Among the most significant conclusions drawn 

from the current study was the teachers’ and learners’ consciousness about the role 

that e-reading tools play in stimulating the students’ motivation towards the reading 

course and promoting their linguistic and communicative competencies. 
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1.Introduction 

In the last decades, English language teaching and learning have witnessed 

a revolution due to the integration of technology in general and online materials 

in particular in educational settings.It has influenced the way students learn and 

interact with information, and reading comprehension is no exception. The use 

of technology in reading comprehension has been a topic of interest in 

educational research. Several studies have shown that technology can be 

beneficial in improving reading comprehension skills. In fact, Digital reading 

devices, such as computers, laptops, e-books, and tablet devices, have been 

found to provide fundamental support to improve traditional reading 

comprehension and learning skills. 

Similarly, incorporating computers into reading instruction can free up 

teachers' time and allow them to focus their attention and effort more 

effectively, which can benefit students' reading comprehension. It can also help 

struggling readers by increasing their interest and motivation, providing access 

to images and other content to expand their knowledge, and offering different 

ways for students to engage and interact with the text. Henceforth, the 

integration of technology into reading instruction has opened up a world of 

possibilities for enhancing students' understanding and engagement with written 

text. 

Problem statement: 

While studies, to date, have examined the effectiveness of integrating new 

technologies in educational settings in general, very few have investigated how 

these teaching materials can be implemented in reading comprehension courses 

to help in creating a context for English language teaching, providing a 

multitude of research materials, and ensuring access to high quality authentic 

information that EFL students need to improve their English language 

proficiency level. 

However, teachers of reading comprehension claimed that their students faced 

difficulties in interpreting the meaning of texts and this, in fact, prevents them 

todo the reading tasks. Moreover, students often possess a diverse range of 

technological skills that may not always be fully utilised within the traditional 

school setting. The misalignment between the evolving technological 

proficiencies of students and the conventional methods employed by many 

educational institutions is resulting in a lack of student engagement with their 

learning experiences.Also, it is important to consider that numerous students 
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perceive their learning experience as less efficient in the absence of technology 

integration. 

Consequently, the Ministry of Higher Education is investing a significant 

amount of money in an effort to keep up with the latest technological trends.So, 

teachers tried to create creative classes by choosing effective and efficient 

strategies and materials to make learning easier, faster and more enjoyable. 

Consequently, they adapted e-reading materials to fulfil this challenging task. 

Therefore, one of the most important tools used were e-books in pdf format. 

This later helps EFL learners to obtain data in an easy and uncomplicated way. 

Besides e-articles, Moodle platform Google meet, Zoom Cloud, Microsoft 

Teams enabled the students to access information and various scientific sources, 

easily. It also facilitated communication between students and professors.  

Study objectives: 

          Thus, the current study aims to describe the situation of teaching 

readingcomprehension. It tends to identify the typeof materials tools used to 

teach reading comprehension, to assess the impact of thesematerials on student’s 

achievements in this module, and finally to explore bothteachers’ and learner’s 

attitudes towards the integration of these tools in teachingreading.  

It seeks to answer the following researchquestions: 

1.Do teachers use e-reading tools? 

2.What are the e-reading tools that teachers use? 

3.Is the integration of these tools beneficial for EFL students? 

Henceforth, the main objective of the present research paper is to 

identifyteachers’ and students’ perceptions regarding the implementation of e-

reading toolsin the reading comprehension module. To fulfil this task, a 

teachers’ semistructured interview and a students’ questionnaire were used to 

gather the necessarydata which is analysed both quantitatively and qualitatively. 

2. Literature Review 

         Reading is one of the important English language skills that helps 

thestudent to improve his/her level of learning. It helps to improve the student’s 

correctpronunciation through repeated reading, educating the person and 

increasing his/herknowledge in all areas. While there are readers who 

practicethe skill asa means of entertainment, there are others who find it a way 

to filltheir free time. Fiprinita (2013) believed that the main purpose of reading 

is to build connectionsbetween what readers already know and what they need. 

This means that the readertakes time to understand the text in order to take what 
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he wants from it, as thisincreases his chances of reading and comprehension. 

 

2.1 Reading Skill Defined 

         According to Urquhart and Weir (1998), reading “is the process 

ofreceiving and interpreting information encoded in language from via the 

medium ofprint’’. This means that each reader has his own way of receiving the 

message andinterpreting it according to his understanding by using grammar and 

vocabulary.Therefore, reading can be a source for students’ understanding 

withappropriate thinking while identifying ideas and results for correct 

expression. Inthis regard, Grabe (1991) considered reading as an active process 

of understanding where students need to learn strategies such as guessing from 

context, setting expectations, makinginferences about the text and skimming for 

context to read more effectively. 

Reading skill is a positive process that helps the student to activate 

histhoughts by reflecting on the content of the text and determining the 

conclusions hereached. In intensive reading sometimes called “narrow reading” 

(Brown,2000), the learners have an approved strategy for analysingtexts in order 

to practice reading according to the use of the lexical, grammatical, orrhetorical 

system (Mart,2015). However, extensive reading is a type of reading that students 

use to learn the language.This method depends on the students’ interest in the 

language (Krashen, 2004) and its positiveimpact on his rapid learning and 

practice of the second language. Extensive reading tends to develop fluency, 

reading speed and general understanding of a text as well as practice of the 

reading skill itself. Typically, learners will read a text that contains a high 

proportion of words they already know, helping them read fluently and easily 

with a high level of comprehension (Waring, 2011).Consequently, Hafiz and 

Tudor (1989:5) state that “the pedagogical value attributed to extensive reading 

is based on the assumption that exposing learners to large quantities of 

meaningful and interesting L2 material will, in the long run, produce a beneficial 

effect on the learners’ command of the L2”.Extensive reading depends on 

students’ interest in the second language and tendencies to it a lot, which makes 

it have a positive impact on them. 

Tierny (1982) argues that readers should perform the reading task with 

someproficiency before receiving any teaching in reading comprehension 

strategies.Skimming allows the learner to read a specific part in orderto 

determine the general idea and clarify the idea of each paragraph where 

thereader must be familiar with the topic. However, this strategy is not an 
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effective way of studying a material if the individual is notalready familiar with 

that material, because the main task is searching forthe main idea of each 

paragraph (Madani, 2016).Therefore, the aim of skimming is to get an overall 

impression of the text content. For instance, the reader can skim a text by:  

 Reading the title, reading and sub-headings 

 Reading the topic sentence or the introduction of a text 

 Paying attention to pictures, graphs, charts……… 

Similarly, scanning is a selective technique of reading in which the reader 

searches forspecific information on a topic. He must be aware of what he is 

looking for in orderto keep the main ideas. It is a search-oriented process in 

which the reader has a question in hismind and he reads the content only to find 

the answers. This makes him ignore anyunrelated data (Madani ,2016). 

In brief, these two strategies are completely different from each other in the 

way of studying a topic by extracting the general idea of a subject that have been 

studied before and specifying the basic information so that the reader is aware of 

what he is looking for.  

2.2 Teaching Reading Comprehension 

          Reading comprehension is regarded as “the ultimate goal when teaching a 

child to read” (Marie Reppel, nd). It refers to the ability to understand what is 

being read. In fact, reading comprehension is a simultaneous process that 

involves constructing an extracting meaning through interaction and engagement 

with the text. Snow (2010) outlined a set of factors that affect reading 

comprehension. These are: 

a. Task definitions: it depends on the demands of different texts such as 

fiction, non-fiction, culture, other disciplines. 

b. Reader skills: are related to vocabulary and background knowledge of 

language. 

c. Text difficulty: refers to basic word reading skills. 

2.3Teaching reading via technology 

The use of technology has become one of the priorities of education 

especially at universities. The demand to integrate electronic reading materials 

them in reading has increased on both students and professors. It becomes a 

prerequisite to develop the students’ readingcomprehension. It ensures the 

exposition of students to a variety of readingmaterials. The use of online 
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materials improves the learners’ understanding ofdifferent types of text and 

encoding literary devices. However, the existence ofhyper linked text enables 

learners with little vocabulary to compensate this problemby accessing to 

explanation and definition of concepts for which they have littleprior 

knowledge. 

The use of technology in teaching English language has contributed to 

improving the level of EFL learners, as they have become self-reliant in their 

scientific research and enabled them to communicate with their mates through 

social media and with the various professors from their university or another 

university through Moodle Platform, Email, Zoom, Google Meet …etc. Khan 

(1997:6) suggests a list of components of teaching via technology: 

- Content development (Industrial theory, design and development) 

-Multimedia component (Text, animation, graphics, sounds, etc.) 

-Internet tools (Communication tools, remote accesses tools, navigation tools, 

search tools, etc.) 

-Computers and storage devices (Moodle platforms and operating systems, 

hardware) 

-Connections and service providers (Modems, connection services, Internet 

service providers, etc) 

-Authoring programs (Programming languages, authoring tools, HTML coding 

and converting tools, etc.) 

-Servers (HTTP servers, software, server-side and client-side scripts). 

Visualization is also considered as an important feature of technology. It 

serves as an indispensable tool to enhance learners’ reading comprehension 

skill. Besides, it highlights different types of discourse and helps the 

studentsbetterengage with the text. Thus, when using technology in reading, 

studentswill be able to practice the reading strategies explicitly (Helmers,2017).  

The current technological development has led to the emergence of new 

methods of learning suchas electronic reading materials. An e-reading tool is 

one of the modern educationalmeans that depends on technology to link between 

the student and the teacher.It relies on the phone, computers, and Internet 

services. Among thesematerials, there are virtual teaching rooms, audio 
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materials, and CDs.According to Griffiths and Biancarosa (2012), “E-reading 

technology provides bothnew options and challenges to readers with 

neurological impairments”. This meansthat the new technology for reading is 

very helpful, as it has several new featuresthat help readers to control 

themselves and read carefully. 

There is no doubt that e-reading tools have an important role in 

Englishlanguage teaching and learning. They help students save money, time, 

and efforts.The reader can download many books on his/her mobile or on the PC 

in a shorttime. They ensure real practices linguistic and intellectual skills. Thus, 

e-readingtools facilitate the provision of the e-books unlike the traditional one 

which requirestravel or spend an effort.Thanks to technology, learning and 

reading become easier through apps. Thus,students can find motivation to read 

by using e-reading materials in order to sharetheir thoughts about what they 

read. Technology also helps learners to create ablended learning environment. 

3. METHODOLOGY 

 The present research work is a descriptive case study of first year EFL 

learners in the Algerian Universities duringthe first term of the academic year 

2022-2023. The objective of this investigation is twofold :1) to determine the 

impact of integrating e-reading tools on students’ achievements, and 2) to 

identify teachers’ and learners’ perceptions towards the use of these materials in 

reading comprehension. 

3.1 Informants 

        The population consisted of twenty-six (26) EFL first year Licensestudents 

and four (04) teachers in theDepartment of Letters and English Language. 

Thelearners were twenty-two (22) females and four (4) males. They were in the 

age group between 17 years old to 20 years old. 

All the teachers were Doctorate degree holders in Linguistics, Language 

andCommunication and Cultural Studies. Two informants were full time 

teachers and the others were part time instructors in the Department of 

LettersandEnglish language. One informant had a considerable experience in 

teaching English as sheworked for more than twenty (20) years. Two teachers 

had been teaching for three (03)years and the last one had taught for thirteen 

(13) years. While one informant had been teaching reading comprehension for 

six years,two teachers were in charge of this module for one. Only one 

informant had anexperience of two years in teaching module. 
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3.2 Instrumentation 

         Regarding the current study, two research instruments were used: a 

questionnaire and an interview. The questionnaire that was submitted to EFL 

learners aimed to examine the use of technology in general and e-reading tools 

in reading comprehension.The investigators opted for a semi- 

structuredinterview which was conducted online with four English language 

teachers. It tended to identify their attitudes towards theintegration of e-reading 

tools in reading comprehension module. 

4.RESULTS 

           This section is devoted to the description and the discussion of the main 

results obtained from the different research instruments. 

4.1Results’ description 

           The students’ questionnaire and teachers’ interview revealed valuable 

data about the integration of e-reading tools in the reading comprehension 

module. 

A. Students’ questionnaire Analysis 

The students’ questionnaire revealed the following information: 

a. Students’ reading frequency 

         The common answer was that the students were not frequent readers. 

While64% stated that they read books in English, only 16% affirmed that they  

Usuallyread. The remaining informants chose rarely. 

 

 

Figure1. Students reading frequency 
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b. Types of materials students read 

 The type of reading materials varied from one student to another. 15 students 

i.e.  60% preferred short stories. The remaining students agreed on reading 

books, different documents, magazines and newspapers with 28%, 24%, 20% 

and 16% respectively. 

 

Figure2. Types of materials students read 

c. Students’ views of today’s ICTs 

68% of the students confirmed that they were well aware of the importance 

of ICTs in order to ensure quick access to scientific knowledge. While 28% of 

the informants perceived theuse of internet as important, only 04% of found it 

useless. 

 

Figure 3. Students’ attitudes towards ICTS 

20%

16%

28%

60%

24%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Magazines

Newspaper

Books

Short stories

Different tasks

68%

[]%

4%

very important important not important



Sihem ZERBOUT                                         Nouria MESSAOUDI 

ـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

881  

 

d. The use of ICTs in reading 

           The figure below demonstrated that 52% of the informants used ICTs 

while 48% of the students did not rely on technology for reading. 

 
 

Figure 4. The use of ICTs in reading 

e. Frequency of using e-reading tools 
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Figure 5.Frequency of using e-reading tools 

f. Types of e-reading tools 

           Concerning the type of e-reading tools the students used, 78.2% ofthe 

participants confirmed that they used Zoom Cloud while39.1% of the informants 

favoured the use of Google Meet. Only 13% said that thereading comprehension 

lectures were delivered via blogs. Then, the remainingrespondents mentioned 

52%

48% Yes

No

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

Always often Rarely



Promoting Algerian EFL students’ comprehension via e-reading materials 

ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ  

882  

 

reading process and Microsoft Teams with 13% and 8.7%respectively. 

 
 Figure 6. Types of e-reading tools 

g. Advantages of using e-reading tools 

          While 80% of the informants strongly agreed on the fact that the use of e- 

reading materials improved their interest in reading, 60% confirmed that these 

tools increased their reading frequency. However, 90% of the students insisted 

that the integration of online materials in reading comprehension was beneficial 
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the reading task. 

 

Figure 7. Advantages of using e-reading tools 
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h. Students’ attitudes towards the use of e-reading tools 

              All the students agreed that the e-reading tools were beneficial for them 

as they facilitated reading activities, increased students’ reading frequency and 

improved their interest in reading. They estimated that the use of such materials 

added fun and creativity to the learning process. The learners were aware of the 

importance of using e-reading tools in readingcomprehension. They insisted on 

the fact that these tools should be imposed evenafter the Pandemic as a first step 

to modernize the education system. 

i. Problems encountered when using e-reading tools 

            EFL Students outlined a set of constraints that they encountered when 

using e-readingtools. They attributed these problems to the luck of 

communication with teachers, in addition to some technical problems related to 

the weakness in internet connectivity. 

B. Teachers’ Interview Analysis 

 This section presents the results obtained from the interview conducted 

with the English language teachers. 

a. Teachers’ use of technology in reading 

            All the English teachers argued that they designed and used teaching 

materials in accordance with the requirements of the course. The respondents 

asserted that they are frequent users of online teaching materials. They 

confirmed that they always asked their students to perform tasks by consulting 

the net, for instance, explaining terminology by using online dictionaries and 

encyclopedias in order to motivate them explore more in the subject matter. 

However, one teacher claimed that she used to teach reading comprehension 

using e-books.Two informants argued that they sent text via Moodle and email, 

whereas only onerespondent confirmed that she used Zoom Cloud and Google 

Meet to deliver herlectures. 

b. Types of e-reading tools 

All the respondent confirmed that they used specialized websites, encyclopedias 

and online academic journals in addition to blogs and listservs as a way to 

improve her students’ literacy skills. In addition, they believed that the use of 

online reading materials helped to stimulate the learners’ interest and motivate 

them to read books. 

c. Importance of integrating e-reading tool 

        The teachers believed that the integration of e-reading tools in reading 

comprehension course was very important; mainly in facilitating the acquisition 
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of the language. It helped the learners producing the language, and improving 

the literacy and comprehension skills. Throughout the use of these materials, the 

teachers ensured easier access to more information and resources, and enabled 

their students to read different documents, and mainly to acquire knowledge. 

d. Teachers’ suggestions 

         The teachers asserted that reading is a triple edged-weapon. It helps 

students promote the   three language skills (i.e., understanding, speaking, and 

writing). So, reading is very important for students in general, be it from the 

internet or from an actual book. Therefore, teachers have to motivate 

studentstoread frequently through introducing interesting topics related to 

cultural issues. 

4.2Results’ discussion 

The semi-structured interview revealed that teachers always used self-

designed teaching materials given to students in the form e-books and online 

materials as a result of non-provision of teaching materials in their department. 

Through the use of these e-reading materials, teachers aimed at making their 

students learn the language, and motivating them to explore more on their 

subject matter. It was found that teachers assigned a variety of activities, like 

language tasks, translation and vocabulary, online by making their students use 

Wikis, Blogs, encyclopedias, online dictionaries, and specialized websites. In 

fact, their responses showed that they were conscious about the importance of 

using these materials when teaching reading.  

        The data gathered from the students’ questionnaire and the teachers’ 

interview revealed that both teachers and students were aware of the importance 

of using of e-reading materials in the reading comprehension course mainly 

those recommended websites such as:English web resources, and applications 

such as Zoom Cloud, Teams, Google Meet and so forth. They also performed 

tasks via the use of online dictionaries to improve their students’ comprehension 

skills, enrich their English language repertoire, build their autonomy, and ensure 

quick access to scientific knowledge.  

        In sum, the informants were conscious about the role that e-reading tools 

played in the process of teaching and learning reading. Their answers showed 

that the integration of these tools will “open new horizons into the English 

language teaching field” (Posteguillo et al. 2001:269). Furthermore, the use of 

technological supports contextualizes the language, stimulates the learners’ 

attentions as it keeps them attracted, and therefore, enhances their motivation 

and promotes their linguistic and communicative competencies. 



Sihem ZERBOUT                                         Nouria MESSAOUDI 
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5. Conclusion 

Teaching English has known a remarkable development in recent 

days mainly when it was supported with online tools. The integration of 

technologyin general and electronic reading tools in particular helped the 

students to practicethe reading skill. Therefore, the main objectives of this 

research were to identify theimpact of electronic reading tools on students’ 

comprehension and to determinetheir attitudes towards the use of these 

tools.The findings showed that technology had a major role in improving 

students’ learning. It helped them develop their language skills. It becomes a 

necessarymeans that the students needin their studies and daily life. Therefore, 

e-readingmaterials are very important tools that contribute to the development of 

students’reading skill, awareness and assimilation of new concepts through 

repeatedreading. However, these tools are not the only materials that should be 

taken asbasic and obligatory means for reading and learning in general, but there 

are alsoother techniques of quality. They may be easier and more useful. Thus, 

this study calls Algerian policy makers and educators to prioritise the acquisition 

of concrete evidence that demonstrates the efficacy of genuine technological 

integration in terms of student engagement and the enhancement of authentic 

learning experiences. It also opens the door for further research to reveal their 

use and their extensive impact andcontribution in developing the student’s skills. 
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