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Abstract ; Article info

Irregular warfare is one of the oldest forms of wars. Since the end of | Received :29/09/2022
World War I, there have been more than 80 irregular wars, the

civil war in Somalia, the separations in Chechnya, the sectarian
conflict in Iraq and Lebanon, and the tribal conflict in Afghanistan.
Algeria today is among the countries that face this irregular war on Strategy
several fronts with several means, and irregular methods of Security
warfare, internally and on the frontiers. On this basis, this paper Terrorism
tries to present the following problem: What kind of irregular wars Sahel
does Algeria face in light of the regional challenge and internal

changes? The methodology is analytical research aiming to explore

and demonstrate Algeria's defense strategy in the face of these

irregular wars.
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1. Introduction

Algeria nowadays is facing numerous challenges, internally and externally, particularly on
security issues, which is the backbone of any given state. Algeria’s security has been a
challenge since the black decade, (1990-1999). This paper is an attempt, to analysis the core
crisis and issues that Algeria has been facing since, especially after the international
challenges under polar system, controlled by the United States of America. September 11
2001, brought out many challenges to the Nations all over the World, especially developing
countries, such challenges; terrorist groups, guerilla warfare, arms trafficking, climate
change, and drug trafficking... mean a new irregular warfare started in Algeria. Algeria
today is among other countries that face this irregular war on several fronts with several
tools, by regular methods and irregular warfare, internally and on the frontiers. Under these
consequences, Algeria takes many measures to hold these issues by using very advanced
technology such as surveillance and inspections technology unmanned vehicle alarm
equipment of building, etc. On this basis, this paper is an attempt to present the following
problem: What kind of irregular wars does Algeria face in light of the regional challenge
and internal changes? The methodology of this study is analytical analysis. And the aim
behind this is to demonstrate Algeria's defense strategy in the face of these irregular or non-
classical wars.

The topic of this study holds very important terms in which need to be clarified, to help the
researcher build a good problem statement /or questions, therefore, the key words of this
research must be simplify.

2. General definitions and characteristics of Terms

To understand this paper, one must examine the terms of the research, because they are the
pillars of any good study, hence five key words in this paper are to be understood in the
following.

2.1 Irregular warfare

This term has been defined by various academics, so, as we are going to select the clear one
that defines this term: “as violent struggle among states and non-State actor for legitimacy
and influence over the relevant populations (America, 2007) Michal Hrnciar points the term
as “a deflection from the classical conventional form of Warfare where adversaries may use
non-traditional methods such as, guerrilla Warfare, terroristic attacks, subversions, and
insurgency for control of local populations. (Hurnciar, 2017) Nowadays, modern *arms need
this sophisticated technology to enhance their army and economics.

2.2 Strategy

The term “strategy” has existed for many centuries. Strategy was born out of conflicts
throughout history. However, when we talk about it, we have to refer to Von Clausewitz and
Sun Tzu. They first wrote in the nineteenth century that, “states that take decisions to wage
war ought to be rational, that is based on estimates of what can be gained and the cost
incurred by war” (blackwells). The second, Sun Tzu said: “the one who figure on victory at
headquarter before even doing battle is the one who has the most strategic factors on his
side. The one who figures on inability to prevail at headquarter before doing battle is the
one with the least strategic factors on his side...observing the matter in his way. | can see
who will win and who will lose.” (blackwells) From the above meaning one only can point
out that strategy is well planning game mind and must foresee the future in win situation in
order to avoid any lost against opponent.
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2.3 Defense Policy

Various definitions have been given to the meaning of defense policy by many academics.
among various authoritative definitions of policy, one can quote; “A definite course or
method of action selected from among alternatives and in the light of given conditions to
guide and to determine present and future decisions” (Webster, 1991).In another meaning of
the term, we add that: “Defense policy is a series of guidelines, principles and frameworks
that link theory (national security policy) to action

Defense planning, management and implementation.” So, defense policy is the backbone of
any nation and any given state. Defense policy ensures the security of the governance.
Defense policy maintains and sustains the security of all.

2.4 Terrorism

The task of defining terrorism is complicated. However, the difficulty in defining terrorism
IS in approving on the basis for determining when the use of violence (directed at whom by
whom, for at ends). (Dema, 2020).The concept of terrorism is originated from Latin word
Terre which means to frighten. It took its modern form terrorism during the Reign of Terror
from 1793-1794 in France. However, in this research | choose Edward who defines
terrorism having “all kinds of implicit validations of one’s own brand of violence, it’s
highly selective, if you accept this norm, then it becomes so universally applicable that it
loses any force whatsoever, I think best to drop it.” (Shannon, 2020). Another definition of
the concept proposes that “terrorism is an intentional use or threat to use violence by
individual or subnational groups against noncombatant in order to obtain a political or social
objective through the intimidation of a large audience beyond that of the immediate victim.”
The latter meaning is the best that | could find in my reading. (Sandle, Daniel, & Walter, pp.
07, 08)

2.4 Security

For the most of the 20th century, the concept of national security was focused on military
security, but over time the concept expanded beyond military. National security has come to
mean different things to different people. (Kim, 2015, pp. 19, 20) The word security is not
easy to define, but in general “security is the quality or state of being secure —to be free
from danger” (Webster, 1991). In other words, protections against opponents, for instance
National security, is a complex system that protects the sovereignty of a state, its assets its
resources, and its people. So, there are many ways to think about security: economic
approach security, national approach security, military approach security, cultural approach
security, human approach security, cyber approach security, Energy and natural resources
security and environment security. It is not easy to give a convenient definition to this word
as well as terrorism. But as a whole, one can give a meaning to security as national security
is the protection of the nation as a whole from any threat, whether external or internal.

2.4 Sahel

The meaning of Sahel which is an Arabic word, that means “Shore”, expanse around 7.724
Km, from Senegal on the Atlantic Ocean to the Horn of Africa on the Red Sea. It expands
through parts of Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, Nigeria, Chad and Sudan to Eriteria
on the Red Sea. Its narrowest point is around 161km deep, while its broadest 644km wide. It
is composed of more than one million and sixty one hundred thousand kilometers square
(mapl). (Wehner, Potts, Zulu, Castillo, & Henderson, 2013, p. 07)
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Fig.1. Map of the Sahel boudaries

Sources: https://www.trtworld.com/africa/african-union-to-deploy-3-000-troops-to-restive-sahel-34165
The Sahel, in recent years, has been in the spotlight due to starvation, terrorism, drugs
trafficking, anti-state rebellions, and arms trading. Algeria’s security in the Deep South is
deteriorating with terrorism particularly with the involvement of civilians, tribes and
soldiers.

From the above terminologies that we have defined, the paper is an attempt to highlight
Algeria’s irregular warfare.

3. Terrorism is a form of warfare in Algeria

Terrorism is one of the more severe conflicts that Algeria has faced internally since 1990 to
the end of the century. However, in the wake of the 20th century, terrorism has taken
another step in challenging the government. The southern of Algeria’s borders has been the
central lines to terrorists’ groups especially in Mali, Niger, Libya and Tunisia. After
September 11 2001, the objective of terrorism as we know may range from the narrow goals
of payment of ransom to release hostages or prisoners, to the broad objectives of worldwide
publicity. So, terrorism may involve violence and seeks to create fear not just within the
direct victims but among the wide audience. The degree to which it relies on fears
distinguishes terrorism from conventional and guerrilla warfare. (Jenkins) Algeria’s ordeal
in the 1990s was the best example to what terrorist groups did to civilians and officials.
Another threat that Algeria is facing today are terrorists’ revolutionary groups in the East
(Libya) and established terrorism often called State-sponsored terrorism. These types are
very common but difficult to identify, that we can notify in the south of Algeria (Mali,
Niger). Libya, today, has turned into a regional pivot of illegal goods, from narcotics and
counterfeit medicines to cars and people, and also a main regional hub for black market
weapon. These, trafficking networks are most likely managed by Islamic organizations army
groups, well organized in the Sahel.

On June 2, 2011, Special Forces from Algeria, Niger and Mali conducted their first joint
exercise in the deep border, between the above three mentioned countries, in anticipation of
the risk coming from the conflict in Libya. Hence, in December, 2011 Algeria for first time
sent military instruction to Mali. Nevertheless, the trust among mentioned states did not last
that long, because Algeria believes that Mali has been unwilling to fight against Al-Qaeda in
the Land of the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), thus Algeria resents Mali’s willingness to
facilitate ransom payments AQIM to free European hostages, in which Algerian authority
strongly opposes. Meanwhile security officials from Sahelian States view terrorism as an
Algerian export. In this context, one must mention that the African Union has chosen
Algeria as the coordinator of its counter-terrorism strategy. Algeria, is a crucial player in the
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fight against terror in which Algeria hosted the headquarter (A.U), mechanism for police
cooperation (AFRIPOL), a pan African organization, (Ghanem, med dialogue series) also
Algeria was a leading state in the Nouakchott process that lunched in 2013, with the goal of
promoting regional security cooperation that created the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD). After the fall of Libya’s Gadhafi in 2011, the “regional alliance and
coalition formed between the various jihadist actors’ groups that followed has had direct
repercussions in Mali.” (Ghanem, med dialogue series) As | mentioned above after the death
of Gadhafi Mali end up in the hand of the Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), and the
Movement for Unity and jihad in West Africa (MUJAQ). These groups took advantage and
increased their movement in the big cities of the regions such as Burkina Faso, Niger,
Nigeria, Chad, Mauritania, and Sudan. Under this circumstance, Algeria played a pivotal
and crucial part by coordinating counter-terrorism efforts with Mali and other Sahelian
States such Mauritania and Niger. Algeria, succeeded finding out chance to redeem its role
as regional powerbroker in Tuarag conflict by using Ansar al-Dine as proxy in northern Mali.
(Laurence, 2013) So, Algeria has been using foreign policy as a tool for peacemaking and
systemic warfare in the Sahel region, after a period of decline. On the international level,
Algeria in October 2016 hosted the (5+5) defense initiative meeting with the participation of
Libya, Morocco, Mauritania, Tunisia, France, Italy, Malta, and Portugal. Algeria after this
meeting declared that its willingness, to reinforce global efforts to fight growing security
risk. (Initiative Opens in Algiers, 2016), In March 2017, a landmark was researched with the
merging of four groups namely: AQIM’s Saharan branch, An-sar Din, Al-Murabitin and the
Macia Liberation Front, under the banner of the groups in support of Islam and Muslim
(GSIM).

Hence, from the above analysis Algeria has been facing three sorts of terrorism warfare:
revolutionary warfare, Sub-revolutionary warfare and establishment terrorism warfare,
internally and externally. The map of Africa below illustrates the mean Islamic Groups in
Africa.

Fig. 2 Map of Islamlc Groups in the Sahel
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4. Systemic warfare migration in Algeria

Various kinds of migrations depend on the movement and number of individuals often
involved in this matter. However, if the movement is on the same continent we call this
intra-continental migration, it means people migrate from one place to other within the same
continent: such as people from Mali or Niger to Algeria. Hence, migration has both negative
and positive impact on the destination country. In Algeria migration has negative impact on
local people for instance disease that is a big risk to internal security because as people
move from place to another place, this may cause a risk of outbreak of contagious disease.
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Therefore, Algeria from 2001-to 2018 has expelled more than 30,000 persons from many
Sahel and sub-Saharan African countries. (Chena, 2019) The Algerian authorities have
declared that every year, 500 people from the Sahel have entered the country arguing that
they represent a threat to the national security. This declaration justifies their deportations.
(Chena, 2019).

In December 2012, the Interior Minister of Algeria declared that, in the context of political
and security issues in the region, there were 25,000 sub-Sahara migrants in Algeria, hence,
the Algerian government enforced its borders in the Deep South, because most of the
migrants were from Mali, Niger, Nigeria, and Democratic Republic of Congo. Most of them
fled their country due to climate change, political instability, and the activities of many
Islamic groups for instance Boko Haram. (Chena, 2019).

Systemic warfare migrations in Algeria have very severe issues not only in the deep south
but also it has impacted the north. Small disputed took place between Algerian and Sub-
Saharan migrants. In Oran 2005 as well as in Ouargla and Bechar in 2016 (Chena, 2019)
and many other accidents also happened. Other health security issues too must not have
overlooked. Algeria’s government was right to strengthen its deep borders with the outbreak
of the Ebola disease for the second time in West Africa in 2014. While the vast majority of
cases have been reported in Sierra Leone (7,897), and Liberia (7.719) and Guinea, small
numbers were detected in Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, Spain and United States. (Kilberg, 2014)
To tackle these security issues Algeria took tough measures regarding migration issues that
come from neighboring countries. The Algerian authorities have strengthened extensive
means and efforts in reinforcing border security in the fight against migrant smuggling and
in the operations of return migrants. Algeria has also enhanced its security cooperation with
its neighbours installing cameras and creating a sand wall with Tunisia and an electronic
fence on its borders with Libya and Tunisia. Algeria has also imported weapons, arms and
vehicles from Germany, Italy, Russia and China. (Is Algeria North Africa’s New Migration
Hub?) The fear of migrants and refugees taking over and threatening the security of more
than 40 million people is no longer limited to the south but spilled over the northern cities
too. (Allouche, 2017) Therefore, the hunt and the deportation of immigrants to protect the
country’s security and stability in which in December 2016, more than 1,400 sub-Saharan
migrants in the capital moved more than 1,800km to the south in city of Tamanrasset while
later were deported to their countries. However, according to reports from Algeria, the
Algerian government from foreign affairs signed a new order for the “deportation of
migrants residing illegally on the national territory and those involve in begging networks.”
(Ammi, 2019) on 12th January 2020. Hence, the hunting of migrants which has been
training in the country for many years will even be intensified. According to these reports, it
is declared that extradition convey will leave from diverse administration districts of Algeria
to the city of Tamanrasset in the South, from where illegal immigrants will be deported to
the different countries of Africa.

However, the relation between migration and security manifolds is not least due to
polysemy of the concept of security. Algeria’s government decided that four security bodies
namely: “the coast guards, gendarmerie, police and customs would hereafter monitor the
country coast especially to stem illegal migrant and to scrutiny various criminal acts.”
(Echoroukonline, 2020). The decree issued in the national Gazette was also signed by
Lieutenant General Ahmed Gaid Saleh Deputy Minister of National defense and chief of
staff of the national People’s army (ANP).

According to the above, degree information must be shared and exchanged as a priority by
all appropriate means particularly that related to the act of sabotage, arms or drugs
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trafficking psychotropic substance and any harmful activates, organized crimes, and plans to
attack targets at the sea from the land from a marine area, as well as illegal use of marine
and land areas as transport route. (Echoroukonline, 2020)
The executive degree also orders the importance of security bodies that must hold periodical
coordinating meeting: local, regional, and central level, to discuss national security matters.
Below is the map of migration in the Sahel and Maghreb.

Fig.3. Map of the Migratory Movements

MIGRATORY MOVEMENTS

5. Algeria’s Systemic sub-Sahara Security
Algeria has multidimensional, soft and hard security problems, (economic, political, social,
environmental, healthcare...), which have affected the population especially in the Deep
South frontiers. All these issues: including terrorism linked to drug smuggling rings, arms
trafficking networks and illegal migrants’ networks, and surpass Maghreb Sahel region
require response from each state. Algeria is concerned with this difficulty in the sub-Sahara,
particularly with terrorist groups and smuggling ring food products and even soft drug
which are well established phenomenon and it appears that arms and human trafficking are
increasingly linked to terrorist groups. (Iratni, 2020).
Hence, there are many types of exchanges between terrorist groups and criminal
organizations in the Sahel space which can include: (Fabiani, 2020)

1. Tactical collaboration

2 . Taxing and protections money changed by terrorists on smuggling and trafficking

activity.
3. Supply chain arrangement as has been the case for kidnappings which can be
executed by criminal organizations

4 . Individual conversations/ radicalizations, and

5. Provision of weapons.
However, to face this systemic sub Saharan security, In 2011, Algeria set what we knew,
“the joint military committee”, in conjunction with Mali, Niger, and Mauritania to fight
terrorism, which is headquartered in Tamanrasat (Algeria), and Fusion and Liaison Unit,
(U.F.L) bringing together regions to share intelligence on terrorist groups. (Irantni)
Nevertheless, that cooperation did not work that hard, to solve any issues arisen since the
birth of (U.F.L), due to weakness in logistics and training in the armies of Sahel countries
and fragile coordination and cooperation to fight terrorism particularly with Mali and
Mauritania. Hence, Algeria obliged to uphold its national security, alone.
In this context, Algeria’s military forces deployed more than 40,000 soldiers in the Sahel,
deploying drone, and establishing air surveillance and setting up checking points on land.
(Irantni). From the above analysis and according to the Algerian leaders’ perceptive, there

© 2014. Sahel and

250




are five main security threats to Algeria’s national security. (Tandogan & Bouacha) which
are:

-

. The foreign interventions under the reason of Humanitarian reasons

2 . The rise of organized crime such as drug trafficking, arms trafficking and illegal
immigration.

3. The change of Tuarag issues, where Algeria worries about the rise of some extremist
groups in Tuarag ethnicity who may call for separation.

4 . The rivalry among the major powers on the natural resources of the Sahel such
petrol, gas and uranium.

5. The military projects proposed in the African continent to build a military base like
AFRICOM proposed by the US, the Idea that has been refused by many Sahelian
states.

Since early 2012, Algeria’s authority has positioned up to 7,000 soldiers on its border with
Libya, to monitor and intercept the traffic of Arms and Islamic groups, flowing into Mali,
but Algeria insists the international conflicts should be resolved through negotiations among
the different parties.
Here, one must note that Algeria government officially created a national authority for the
prevention and combating of violations related to information and communications
technology under the name of the center for the prevention and fight against computer crime
and cybercrime (C.P.LC.I.C.) (Bessadi) This new authority was put under the responsibility
of the minister of justice. In July 2019 the international Telecommunication Union placed
Algeria 67th out of 193 countries.
Fig.4. Map of Trans-Sahara Smuggling and Trafficking Routs and Militant Controlled
Areas.

Sources: https://africacenter.org/publication/shifting-borders-threats/

4. CONCLUSION

Algeria’s today is a regional military power, but, facing a diverse and complicated security
threats, especially with the Islamic groups, internally and externally, especially with Libya’s
border. Hence, Algeria’s security issues are very complicated matter, and some time has
been fragile towards organized crimes, arms trafficking and fragile governance in dealing
with social difficult even towards terrorists’ groups particularly in the last two decades of
21st century. Nonetheless, the big problem that Algeria is facing today is with her
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neighboring states, especially with Libya and Sahel States, (Mali, and Niger). Instability in
these areas forced Algeria in last few years to produce a need for adaptions in the Algeria’s
security approach towards the region, including a militarization of borders, which is neither
expected nor desired. Hence, Algeria took many measures to tackle these systemic security
issues internally and externally: internally, the Islamic groups that the Algeria’s government
has been fighting since 1992 and security issues such as drugs trafficking, migration...
Algeria is also a regional power with no suspicion, in which Morocco trying to compete
Algeria over who is going to lead the grand Maghreb but in vain. Hence, Algeria’s defense
systemic strategy has been to reinforced its border with surveillance and inspections
technologies, unmanned air vehicles, cyber security monitoring and interceptions solutions,
comprehensive radio communication systems, and fire preventions and control equipment,
alarm equipment for building safety emergency evacuations system. Algeria’s defense
strategy is upon modern warfare involves air and sea drones on sophistication magnetic
pulse weapon and using satellite for military purse, using it in the hot border with Libya,
Sahel States and Morocco.
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