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Preventive protection of the right to public health in Algerian legislation
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Abstract:

This study analyzes the legal and regulatory framework enacted by the Algerian
legislator as a mechanism to protect public health and ensure citizens' health security,
viewed as an inherent constitutional right directly linked to human life. The central
problematic examines the efficacy of this legal framework in aligning legislative
foundations—namely Health Law 18-11 and Occupational Risk Prevention Law 88-
07—with field implementation. Within this context, the legislator combines the
"prevention principle™ to confront established scientific risks like epidemics, and the
"precautionary principle” to hedge against emerging, ambiguous biological and
technological threats such as genetically modified foods. Furthermore, the paper
highlights the institutional integration between central structures (the Ministry of Health
and the National Health Security Agency) and decentralized local authorities (the Wali
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and Mayor) in executing proactive strategies, concluding with the necessity of digitally
upgrading this system and reinforcing municipal health offices logistically and humanly
to bridge operational gaps.

Keywords: Protection, Preventive, Right, Public Health.
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