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Appearance based on prior admission of guilt as a newly introduced mechanism by
the Public Prosecution: A study of the limits of authority and judicial oversight.
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Abstract:

The latest amendment to the Algerian Code of Criminal Procedure introduced the
mechanism of appearance based on prior admission of guilt as an alternative to the
traditional criminal trial in certain misdemeanor cases. This mechanism strengthens the
role of the Public Prosecution Service by empowering it to initiate the procedure,
propose the penalty, and submit the case to the competent judge for approval. The study
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examines whether this expansion of prosecutorial powers is compatible with the
principle of balance between the prosecutorial and adjudicative functions and whether
judicial oversight adequately safeguards the rights of the defence. It highlights the legal
framework governing the mechanism, the conditions for its implementation, and the
limits of prosecutorial discretion, while emphasizing the judge's role in verifying the
validity and voluntariness of the admission of guilt. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach, the study concludes that this mechanism may enhance procedural efficiency
and modernize Algerian criminal policy, provided that the guarantees of a fair trial
remain fully protected..

Keywords: advance confession, Public Prosecution, Public Prosecution, Judicial
Oversight, Fair Trial Guarantees
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