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Recent Developments in the Legal R egulation of Pre-Trial Detention:
Issuing Authorities and Safeguards for Challenging It,
in Accordance with the Code of Criminal Procedure No. 25-14
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Abstract:

Pre-trial detention constitutes a precautionary measure that infringes upon the
accused’s personal liberty prior to the issuance of a final judgment. For this reason, Law
No. 25-14, containing the Code of Criminal Procedure, has carefully delineated the

authorities competent to order pre-trial detention, highlighting the central role of the
investigating judge as the primary authority, while also introducing exceptional powers
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vested in the Indictment Chamber, the Public Prosecutor, and the trial courts, both in
misdemeanor and felony matters, subject to specific conditions.

The law further emphasizes the procedural safeguards afforded to the accused in
confronting this measure, grounded primarily in the presumption of innocence, including
its characterization as an exceptional measure, the regulation of its execution, and the
obligation to provide reasoned decisions. Accordingly, an order of placement in pre-trial
detention is issued within prescribed time limits, with the possibility of extension
governed by strict legal conditions and procedures.

This legal framework aims to strike a balance between the protection of society and the
preservation of the presumption of innocence, while ensuring effective safeguards against
arbitrariness.

Keywords: Pre-trial detention; Code of Criminal Procedure; Law No. 25-14;
Investigating Judge; Indictment Chamber; Rights of the accused; Presumption of
innocence.
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