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The fifth generation of wars: a shift from direct conventional combat towards
quiet internal destruction
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Abstract:
International peace and security are not at their best. Although conventional wars, with
their direct and destructive military confrontations, are in decline, the developed world,
which has entered the era of modern technologies, the digital revolution, and artificial
intelligence, with its rapid and significant development, has found a less costly and
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more effective alternative to achieve its strategic goals. This alternative takes the form
of a new type of undeclared hybrid warfare aimed at destroying the enemy from within
on economic, informational, cyber, environmental, social, moral, and unifying fronts.
These wars are now known as fifth-generation wars, and detecting and countering the
dangers they represent is a major challenge for the targeted countries."

Keywords: Conflict, fifth-generation warfare, targeted state, destruction from within,
smart technology.
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