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Legal regulations governing the practice of micro - importation by self-
employed under Algerian law
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Abstract:

Algeria, as part of its ongoing reform process and in its effort to diversify national
income sources and reduce dependence on hydrocarbons, has moved to regulate the
activity of micro-importation, commonly known as “caba trade,” which had long been
practiced outside the formal framework. This was done pursuant to Executive Decree
No. 25-170, which established the necessary legal foundations to regulate this activity
and integrate it into the formal economy.

Within this framework, the Algerian legislator adopted a set of legal rules aimed at
regulating the practice of micro-importation including both substantive and procedural

requirements, as set out in Joint Ministerial Instruction No. 01 dated 27 August 2025.
However, the effectiveness of this regulatory framework remains contingent upon the
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proper practical application of the legal texts and their effective implementation on the
ground.

Keywords: Micro-importation, Self-employed contractor, Substantive requirements,
Procedural requirements.
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