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Abstract:

This study explores the child’s right to the highest attainable standard of health as a core
entitlement under international human rights law, assessing the extent to which Iraqi
federal legislation and that of the Kurdistan Region comply with relevant international
obligations, particularly the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its General
Comment No. 15, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
and pertinent Arab and Islamic instruments. Using a comparative analytical approach,
the research examines international, regional, Arab, and Islamic frameworks alongside
the national legal system to identify convergence, divergence, and key legislative and
practical gaps.

The findings reveal general alignment in principles but highlight incomplete
incorporation of treaty provisions, lack of precise legal definitions, weak enforcement
and oversight, and absence of binding provisions for sustainable funding—especially
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for vulnerable groups. The study calls for targeted legislative and institutional reforms
to ensure harmonization between international commitments and national
implementation.

Keywords: Child’s right, health, Iragi legislation, international instruments, legal
protection, Kurdistan Region.
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