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Abstract: This study examines the principle of distinction as a core element of
international humanitarian law (IHL), aiming to limit human suffering by obliging
parties to distinguish between combatants and civilians, and between military and
civilian targets. It analyzes the legal basis of this principle and its effectiveness amid
modern challenges such as new technologies and drone warfare.

The research concludes that respect for this principle is vital to protecting civilians and
that violations are a major source of grave humanitarian harm. Strengthening
accountability, updating national laws, and promoting IHL awareness are essential to
ensure its proper application and safeguard human dignity during armed conflicts.

Keywords: principle of distinction, international humanitarian law, protection of
civilians, armed conflicts, accountability, technology.
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