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Abstract:

This research paper aims to show the mechanisms of democratic participation at the
local level as a citizen's right. That is why we find the Algerian constitutional founder
explicitly dedicated the participatory approach in the two constitutional amendments of
2016 and 2020, in order to activate and rationalize the performance of local
administration and achieve development. However, when we study the mechanisms of
participatory democracy in the municipal law and some special laws, it turns out that the
practice of these mechanisms is almost non-existent, and these mechanisms are
insufficient and shrouded in a lot of ambiguity, lack of clarity, in addition to their
ineffectiveness and non-obligation.
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That is why it has become necessary to pay attention to the citizen, and to strengthen
his role in managing local affairs in order to promote the participatory approach and
achieve sustainable development. In addition to raising local employees' awareness of
citizens' needs and concerns. Encouraging digital democracy, as constitutionalizing and
elevating the mechanisms of practicing local participatory democracy in the highest
document is not sufficient. It requires the legislature to put clear and transparent texts.
And that there is a strong political will that strives to activate the texts and put them into
practice.

Keywords: participatory democracy; sustainable development; Local Administration;
civil society; citizen.
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